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TOWN  OF  GRAVESEND 


By  Rev. 


A.  yi 


EOGRAPHY,  Topography,  Soil,  etc. — Thej 
town  of  Gravesend,  by  age  and  position,  is 
wortliy  a jirominent  place  in  the  History  of 
Kings  County. 

Containing  within  its  boundaries,  probably  the  most 
popular  seaside  resort  in  the  country — viz.:  Coaey 
hhnid — it  has  assumed  of  late  an  importance  entirely 
unknown  to  the  first  two. hundred  and  thirty  years  of 
its  e.x'istence. 

It  is  triangular  in  form,  its  base  resting  upon  the 
Atlantic  Ocean  on  the  south,  its  apex  adjoining  Flatbush 
on  the  north,  and  is  bounded  east  by  the  town  of 
Flatlands,  and  west  by  Xew  Utrecht. 

Its  nearness  to  two  of  the  largest  commercial  cen- 
tres in  America  promises,  in  the  near  future,  a growth 
vastly  more  rapid  than  during  any  period  of  its  past 
history  ; while  its  healthful  climate,  and  present  rapid- 
transit  accommodations,  will  doubtless  render  it  an 
attractive  place  of  residence  for  the  business  men  of 
New  York  and  Brooklyn. 

It  occupies  the  most  southerly  portion  of  Kings 
county,  and  is  some  seven  miles  from  Fulton  ferry  ; 
while  its  northern  boundary  is  only  about  two  miles 
from  the  southern  city  limits  of  Brooklyn. 

Its  surface  is  mostly  level,  yet  with  a sutlicient  slojie 
tow.anls  the  sea  to  make  possible  a complete  system  of 
drainage. 

The  soil,  though  somewhat  light  and  sandv,  is  yi  t 
very  jiroductive  ; ami,  with  careful  tillage  and  gener- 
ous fertilizing,  will,  under  favorable  circumstances, 
produce  two  fair  crops. 

The  climate  is  remark.ably  healthful  and  agreeable. 
The  inhabitants  are  rarely,  if  ever,  ex[)Osed  to  any 
dangerous  epidemic,  and  notable  lungevitv  is  the  rule 
rather  than  the  exception. 

I'ue  atmosphere  is  so  modliied  by  the  inlbience  of  the 
Sea  that  the  temperature  is  usually  cooler  in  summer 
.luil  w.armer  in  winter,  by  several  degrees,  than  \vv  find 

liirihiT  inland,  d'he  wiatlu-r  must  be  exti-iiiiclv 
C'.ld  f,;,r  the  im  rcury  to  fall  below  loa-ii  ; vvhih',  in 


summer,  the  cooling,  delightful  sea-breeze,  which 
invariably  springs  up  in  the  afternoon,  generally  m.tk' s 
the  hottest  days  tolerable,  and  even  comfortable. 

Settlement. — It  was,  probably,  upo1r  the  soil  of 
Gravesend  that  the  foot  of  white  men  first  trod  in  thl> 
State.  (See  chapter  on  Coney  Island).  The  first  per- 
manent settlement  of  the  town  dates  back  to  the  year 
1643;  although  there  may  have  been  individuals  win- 
occupied  land  within  the  town-boundaries  a few  year' 
earlier,  as  we  shall  have  occasion  to  notice  hereafter. 

'While  all  the  other  towns  in  Kings  county  were 
settled  by  the  Dutch,  who  came  over  from  H-’-Ilaml 
I under  the  auspices  of  the  Dutch  West  India  Companv. 

; Gravesend  was  first  settled  by  a colony  of  Fr.gli^h. 

I under  the  leadership  tif  Lady  Deborah  IMoO'ly.  a w-'/ma:i 
of  considerable  wealth  and  education,  wlio  afterwar'i-; 
took  a prominent  jiart  in  the  administration  of  pu'f.he 
affairs. 

The  free  enjoyment  of  opinion'  in  religious'  matter;, 
the  mild  laws,  the  " freedom  and  exemptions  " oil-  : -.  -! 
to  settlers,  the  richness  of  the  soil,  and  tin-  salul'rity 
the  climate,  all  remlered  the'Xieuw  Xetheriands  an  a'- 
tractive  pdace  of  settlement  to  those  who.  having  left 
Old  England  for  the  jmrpose  of  obtaining  religious 
freedom,  had  found,  to  their  surprise  and  grief,  in  Aew 
England,  tin'  same  intolerance  from  which  tiiey  ha-1 
thought  to  escajie.  The  persecuted  in  Englimd  ha-1,  in 
turn,  becenne  the  persecuteu'.s  hero,  as  soon  a.■^  circam- 
stances  affi,'r<h-d  the  opportunity.  As  has  beeu  w-  . 
said  bv  .1.  W.  Gi-uaui),  Esip,  in  n discourse  on  *■  T'e 
Ladv  Deborah  l\[ou‘lv,”  betore  the  Arc:  I <</•/,■  u- 

raJ  .S’ocRVy,  3Iay,  ISSO,  ‘‘ the  practice  and  the  princi- 
ples of  the  Puritan  fathers  became  far  from  harimni- 
ous.  The  rigid  lines  of  their  ecclesiastial  faitii  w<.re 
drawn  as  strictly  and  maintained  almost  as  ruthlm-ly 
as  in  the  fatherland  ; and  the  governing  authority  < x- 
acted  ei mforinitv  in  spiritual  matters  as  the  eemdir;-  n 
of  ci'  il  freedom.  Tlmse  who  had  been  bran  led 
heretie.-,  St i-gmari/.ed  others  as  lu-retic',  tor  'litlerene.  s 
in  theological  r.bslrm  lions,  and  even  for  n- -n-co;.fuiT.,:'  / 
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to  church-routiiie.  * hc  Inquisition  was 

made  into  men’s  private  ju<lgments  as  well  as  into  their 
declarations  and  practice.  * * * Tolera- 

tion was  preached  against  as  a sin  in  rulers  which  would 
bring  down  the  judgment  of  heaven  upon  the  land. 

* * Non-conformists  were  scoiirgecl 

and  lined  for  their  ideas,  no  matter  hovv  mildly  ex- 
pressed; and  even  if  they  met  together  privately,  to  par- 
take of  communion,  they  were  disenfranchised  and  im- 
prisoned. * * 4:  Any  sympathy  expresse«l 

for  the  sufferings  of  the  victims,  or  criticisms  made  on 
the  severe  action  of  the  magistrates,  was  visiti'il  with 
lines  and  scourgings.  Any  <piestion  of  tlie  authority  of 
any  part  of  the  Biltlical  history  was  visitol  witli  sc<jurg 
iiig  ; and  a second  offence  with  death.  3Iaiiy  of  tlie 
English  colonists  removed  to  the  Dutcli  colony  for 
freedom  of  conscience  and  liberty  of  worsliip." 

Among  those  thus  comjielled  to  set-k  a new  homo  was 
the  Lady  Deborah  3foody,  widow  of  >Sir  Henry  IMoodv, 
of  Garsden,  in  Wiltshire,  ami  one  of  the  baronets 
create<l  by  King  .James,  in  1622.  She  was  the  daughter 
of  ^^balter  Dunch,  a member  of  Parliament  in  (}ueen 
Elizabeth’s  time;  as,  aPo,  was  her  uncle,  at  a later  pe- 
riod. Both  in  and  out  of  Parliament  her  father’s  fam- 
ily had  been  o]ien  and  avowed  champion<.  of  ])oj>u!ar 
liberty  and  constitutional  rights.  8ir  Henry  Hooily 
died  about  1662.  It  is  related  in  ZeotoV  lUdorn  of 
Lijiin,  Hass.,  that  in  163-5,  about  live  years  before  leav- 
ing Englaml,  Lady  Moody  had  made  herself  obno.xious 
to  the  law  by  violating  a penal  statute  which  forbade 
any  person  residing  beyond  a specified  time  from  tlieir 
own  home.  This  produced  from  the  Court  of  the  Star 
Chamber  an  order  that  ‘'Dame  Deborah  3Ioodv  and 
others  should  return  to  their  hereditaments  in  fortv  davs, 
in  tlie  good  exanqile  neeessarj'  to  the  poorer  classes;” 
her  offence  being  that  she  had  simplv  gone  from  her 
country  residence  to  live  for  a short  time  in  London. 
It  is  not  strange  that  she  chafed  under  the  unlawful 
restraints  of  such  a civil  and  ecclesiastical  <lespotism, 
and  tinit  she  longed  for  a home  in  a land  and  among  a 
people  where  the  most  sacred  rights  of  humanitv 
Avere  properly  respected.  In  164o  she  emigr.ated  to 
^Massachusetts,  and  April  5th  united  w ith  the  Church  at 
Salem.  jMay  13,  1840,  the  General  Court  granted  her 
500  acres  of  land  f..r  a ]»lantation  ; and,  in  1641,  she 
])urchased  the  farm  of  Dcji-Gov.  John  Humfrev,  called 
SA\an\p.scott,  near  Lynn,  for  which  she  paid  £1100.  She 
soon  found,  howevei’,  that  her  hopes  of  religious  peace 
andfreeilom  were  delusive  ; for,  having  imbil)ed  the  be- 
lief taught  by  Roger  Williams,  that  infaiit  bajjtism  was 
not  an  ordinance  of  divine  origin,  and  tliat  it  should  be 
restricte<l  to  adults,  she  was  dulv  “admonished.”  Being 
still  unconvinced  of  the  eri’oneous  nainre  of  Inr  views, 
she  was  e.xeommunieated.  In  1612  she  was  “pre- 
sented ” by  the  (jiiai'terlvfCuurt  for  Imlding  these  views. 
Harrassed,  antioye(l.  ‘‘admonished,”  ex(.'omiuuni(‘at ed, 
“ [na  ^eiil ed,”  in  16  14 'l;e.  with  her  son  .Sir  lleiii'v,  .Tohn 


I 


I 


i 


i 
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Tilton  and  wife,  and  a ft.-w  close  friends,  bade  fare'.v-’.l 
to  ^lassachusetts,  and  souglit,  among  the  strangers  ■ : 
Nieuw  Ain-terdam,  speaking  a languagt'  as  foreign  :o 
her  as  wen*  tlu/ir  manni'rs  and  customs,  an  asy’.  ;-:'. 
where  .she  might  enjoy  peace  and  hajipiniS',  wit::*: 
sacrificing  her  conscientious,  convictions.  An  extra  .: 
from  Gov.  ^Vinthro})' :>■  Journnl  indicates  the  high  r<- 
gard  in  which  she  was  still  held  among  her  New  Eng- 
land noighb(jrs,  although  *'  disfellowshipped  ” by  her 
own  church.  “ The  La<lye  Moodye,  a wise,  an  ancient. y 
religious  worn  in,  being  taken  with  the  error  of  d.Mnyir._r 
baptism  to  infants,  was  dealt  with  by  many  of  the  e’.  1- 
ers  and  others,  and  admonished  by  the  Church  of  .'Sa’.era 
(whereof  .she  was  a member);  but  persisting  still,  an  1 
to  avoid  furlhcr  trouble,  etc.,  she  removeil  to  the  Dutch, 
against  tlie  advice  of  her  friends.”  Here  she  foun'l.  t-- 
her  surprix*  and  jov,  a number  of  her  own  i,->u:;’’‘y.  . , 

who  had  sought,  ne.ir  the  fort,  an  asylum  from  'Ua 
hostilities.  Un  the  eastern  shore  of  ^lanhatt.an  .. 

about  opposite  the  lower  end  of  Blackwell's  Plan*!.  : 
at  the  jilace  known  as  “Deutil  Bay,”  had  sprutig  • 
quite  a settli'ment  of  English  residents.  Among  t 
earliest  of  these  avas  Nicholas  Stillwell,  or  “ Nie-h'.*  a-, 
the  Tobacco  Planter,”  as  he  is  often  called  in  the  . 
I’ccords.  His  experience  of  England’s  anrl  N-.w  le  g- 
land’s  intolerance  had  been  similar  to  that  <•:  L :y 
bloody  ; and  he  had  secured  here  a plantati'.*:i.  on 
he  had  erected  a stone  house,  which  became  the  mm. 
of  an  infant  settlement,  known  as  ‘‘the  Engli^l. 
ment  at  Ho])ton.’’  But  the  policy  of  the  Duteh  Ihrc*.- 
tor-General,  Kieft.  toward  the  Indians,  had  pr- . y i- 
tated  a general  Avar  ; and  lhe  English  settlers  aA  H a * m 
had  tied  for  .-afety  under  the  walls  of  the  fort  a* 
Amsterdam.  Here  they  Avere  found  by  Lrely  M -tay 
and  her  associates,  and  thi*  two  parties  natural. y tu -■.■.g 
together,  Avere  invited  by  the  Director-General  t*;>  .e  :*. 
from  the  unajqu'ojiriated  lands  of  the  A\  . I.  Co.,  a .■.  ca- 
tion for  a new  settlement.  The  present  town  ot  Gima'c- 
send  Avas  the  site  selectcl  for  theii-  ncAvhome,  by  a ■.■•.•m- 
mittee  of  their  number  apjiointed  for  the  purpo-m.  and 
.a  patent  Avas  issued  by  the  Director-General  and  i.  '..l- 
cil  in  the  summer  of  1643.  Of  this  patent  but  att’.e  m 
knoAvn,  as  the  original  cannot  be  found  ; but  it  re- 

ferred to  in  subsequent  documents  as  to  have  iua  .lo'-p,’ 
of  there  having  been  such  a iiatent. 

Thus  began  the  settlement  of  the  town,  uii'Lt  the 
leadership  of  a Avoman  of  education  and  I'et'.u -im. : 
whose  force  of  character,  combined  Avith  !e  r '.i  - 
rightness  of  life,  made  her  a poAvei'  tor  good  \virh  tn-  ■^e 
among  Avlioni  she  moA'cd.  Both  by  nature  an*;  grace 
she  AV.as  fitted  to  be  a pioneer  in  such  an  enl*  rpr>:. 
Eor  si.xteen  A'cars  she  Avciit  in  and  out  among  tin  pt.-’  'p.* . 
promiiu'nt  in  their  councils,  and  otteii  intru-^o  d w:t_ 
iinjiortant  jmblic  responsibilit ic>.  Avhich  prov*-  t.,*.-  r* - 
spi'ct  and  contidi-nce  of  her  n<sociat('s.  >ln'  '••cm',  a.-  ■. 
to  ha\e  enjovc'l  llu'  fri'/n  I'hip  of  G.c,-.  StuvA  ' V. 
who  several  times  sought  her  advice  in  nnr.r,:' 
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great  puhlic  importance.  Even  the  nomination  of  the 
three  town-magistrates  was,  on  one  or  two  oceasiems, 
intrusteil  l>y  tlie  Director-General  to  her  good  judg- 
ment. lie  also  availed  liimself  of  her  kind  otllees,  on 
another  occasion,  in  quelling  an  incij)ient  rebellion, 
raised  by  some  of  her  English  associates  against  the 
Dutch  authority. 

She  owned  a large  tract  of  land  in  Gravesend,  as  we 
shall  hereafter  see;  and  we  find,  by  the  old  town-rec- 
ord, that  in  November,  1G48,  she  rented  all  her  ‘‘  broken 
up”  land,  for  three  years,  to  one  Thos.  Cornewill,  re- 
.serving,  however,  one  piece  for  her  own  use.  She  also 
furnished  him  with  4 cows  and  4 oxen,  receiving  as 
rent,  per  year,  10  skipples  of  wheat  for  the  land,  and 
GO  gilders  for  the  use  of  the  animals. 

IMuch  doubt  has  existed  as  to  the  time  and  place  of 
Lady  Moody’s  death. 

Some  have  thought  it  jntssible  that  ^he  went  from 
Gravesend  to  Virginia,  with  her  sou  Sir  Henry,  and 
ended  her  days  there.  Others,  that  she  went  to  ]Mon- 
mouth  Co.,  N.  J.,  with  a colony  from  Gravesend,  who 
obtained  a patent  for  a large  tract  of  land  in  the  above 
county  in  1GG5. 

Among  the  old  records  of  the  town  we  have  found 
some  data  which  .seem  clearly  to  determine  the  fact  of 
her  death  and  burial  in  Gravesend.  The  record  <»f  the 
[)robate  of  the  'will  of  one  Eilward  Brown,  Novc7nb'‘r 
4,  1G58,  states  that  Lady  Moody,  with  two  other  jier-  ; 
sons  named,  was  “ granted  power  by  the  Court  to  ad-  j 
minister  upon  the  estate  of  the  said  Edward  Brown.’’  | 
She  must,  therefore,  have  been  living  at  the  above  ' 
<latc,  and  in  Gravesend.  It  is  also  recorded  that  Sir  j 
Henry  bloody,  some  seven  months  later.  May  11,  1059,  j 
conveyed  a piece  of  land  to  John  .Johnson,  which  is  de-  | 
.scribed  as  being  “ the  gift  of  inheritance  from  his  de- 
ceased mother,  Deborah  Moody,  patentee.” 


This  fixes,  beyond  question,  the  time  of  her  death 
M ithin  seven  months,  viz.,  between  Nov.  4,  1G58,  and 
Jlay  11,  1G59.  The  strong  probability  is,  therefore, 
that  she  died  at  Gravesend,  about  the  begiiming  of  the  : 
year  1G59,  and  was  buried  in  one  of  the  nameless  graves  j 
of  the  old  burial-place,  which  now,  after  ncore  th.antwo  I 
and  ;i  quarter  centuries,  retain  no  vestige  of  inscriptions  j 
to  indicate  whose  dust  slumbers  beneath  the  sod.  ' 

Nanic. — V ith  regard  to  the  name,  Qrave.^e/i'J,  given  j 
to  the  town,  Thompson,  in  his  IIi,<for;/  of  Long  ILo/nJ,  ' 
states  that  it  was  so  called,  by  the  early  English  si't-  ' 
tiers,  from  the  town  of  that  name  in  England,  from  1 
hich  they  sailed  on  their  depaiturc  for  Anierii,'.'i.  ^ 


This  theory  is  jilausible  on!\  uj)On  the  suppo-itioi; 
that  Lady  Moody  and  her  associates  actually  ma<le 
Gravi-send  their  point  of  departure  for  New  England. 
W'hether  this  be  true  or  not,  .since  Gravesend  wa^  an 
important  c omim  rcial  town  on  the  river  Thames,  in  th*- 
County  of  Kent,  it  would  not  be  strange  if  the  earlv 
English  s(‘ttlers  should  be  desirous  of  transmitting  tlie 
name  to  the  new  settlement  which  they  were  about  to 
found  on  this  side  of  the  ocean.  This  seems  all  the 
more  probable,  since  they  evidently  intended  to  make 
the  modern  Gravesend,  from  its  favorable  position,  a 
commercial  town  of  no  little  importance.  There  is. 
however,  no  corroborative  evidence  of  this  origin  of  the 
name.  Another  supjiosition,  which  we  believe  to  be 
the  true  one,  is  that  Gov.  Kieft,  when  granting  them 
permission  to  settle  here,  or  later,  when  he  .issued  the 
patent  for  the  lan-1,  called  the  town  Gravesend,  from 
the  old  Dutch  town,  Grai'ensiutde  (the  Count’s  beaclij, 
on  the  river  Maa.s,  in  Holland,  which  may  have  been 
dear  to  the  Governor  as  being  the  place  bf  bis  nativity, 
or  froiu  early  associations. 

Pioneer  Settlers. — Before  the  proper  settlement 
of  Gravesend  by  Lady  Moody  and  her  associates,  there 
were  two  jiersons  who  took  up  farms  within  vliat 
afterwards  became  the  town-boundaries,  and  for  whicli 
they  held  individual  ]»atents. 

The  first  patent,  or  ground-brief,  was  issued  by  Go\. 
Kieft,  Jlav  ‘27,  1G49,  giving  possession  (retrospectively 
from  August  1st,  1G39)  to  one  Antonie  .Jansen  ''s  an 
Salee,  100  morgen  (200  acres)  of  land,  one  part  to  b.- 
called  the  Old  Bov.erg^  and  the  other  the  i?  oio/'p' oo 


facsimile  of  Anthony  Jansen's  mark. 


According  to  an  old  map,  now  on  file  in  the  town- 
clerk’s  ofiice  .at  Gravesend,  the  “ Old  Bowery  ” part  or 
this  farm  was  situateil  at  the  western  part  of  the 
town,  now  covered  wholly,  or  for  the  most  part, 
by  the  village  of  Unionville  ; while  the  “ 12  mor- 
gen” (bv  which  name  the  land  is  known  to  this  day! 
lay  a little  distance  from  it  in  a south-easterly  direction. 
Between  these  paivcls  of  land  lay  a largo  strip  of  marsh 
or  meadow-ground,  worthy  of  special  mention  in  con- 
nection with  a certain  “Neck”  of  land  (or  ratlur  at 
that  time  of  sand-hills)  running  south  froTii  the  ‘‘  Old 
Bowi'ry,”  because  of  the  legal  etl'orts  afterwards  made 
for  the  possession  of  both. 

d'his  neck  and  meadow  bc'caine  a bone  of  contenriou 
for  years  .afterwards  bet  ween  the  iidiabitants  of  Gravc'- 
eml,  on  the  one  hand,  who  claimed  it  as  belonging  to 
their  original  p.atent  ; and.  on  the  other.  Francis  Oc 
Bruyn  (afterwai^B  called  Brown),  the  succes>‘.-r  of  An- 
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JTISTORy'  OF  THE  TOWN  OF  OR  A VESENI). 


tonie  Jansen  Yan  Salee  (Anthony  Johnson),  ^ ho  also 
claimed  it  as  included  in  the  100  morgen  granted  tf)  the 
latter. 

Finally,  June,  1609,  by  request  of  both  parties  to  the 
suit,  the  matter  was  referred,  by  the  Court  of  General 
Sessions,  to  Governor  Lovelace,  for  decision.  John 
Clanning  and  Jacques  Corteleau,  the  two  referees 
appointed  by  the  governor,  reported  that  Mr.  Bro^v  n 
“ hath  no  meadow  in  his  patent,  but  is  short  of  his 
100  morgen  of  land  which  he  purchased,  and  we 
do  verily  believe  it  doth  not,  in  right,  belong  to 
Gravesend.”  They  recommended,  therefore,  th.at  one- 
third  thereof  be  allowed  to  Brown,”  to  make  up  his 
100  morgen  of  land,  and  lying  before  his  door,  within 
a stone’s  throw,  he  paying  for  the  ditching  which  is  yet 
to  be  done;  that  one-third  go  to  Gravesend  “ for  the 
ditching  they  have  done,”  and  the  remaining  one-third 
was  left  to  his  Excellency’s  disposal.  In  accordance 
with  this  report  of  the  referees,  Gov.  Lovelace  issued 
his  “ Edict,”  as  it  was  called,  a certified  copy  of  which 
is  before  us,  and  is  as  follows  ; 


“The  Governrs  Judgement  & Determination 
concerning  ye  land  in  question,  between 
ye  Inhabitants  of  Gravesend  and  Francis 
Brown.” 

“Whereas  there  hath  been  a Controversary  or  Matter  in 
Difference  between  ye  Inhabitants  of  ye  to^vn  of  Gravesend 
& Francis  Brown,  alius  de  Bniyn,  concerning  a parcell  of 
Meadow  ground  adjoining  to  Twelve  Morgen  of  upland  in  ye 
pattent  of  ye  said  Francis  Brown,  specifyed,  as  also  about  a 
certaine  Xeck  of  land  endorsed  upon  ye  old  ground  brief  of 
ye  said  Brown, but  claynied  [by]  ye  [said]  Gravesend  as  granted 
to  them  longe  before. & being  wthiu  ye  lymitts  of  their  pattent. 
Upon  Examination  and  due  consideration  had  of  ye  prem- 
ises, 1 do  adjudge  that  if  Francis  Brown  liave  his  complemt 
of  Twelve  Morgen  of  upland,  he  hath  no  I'ight  or  clayme  to 
ye  meadow',  yett  in  regard  a third  parte  or  proportion  thereof 
is  already  layd  to  him,  he  is  to  have  and  quietly  enjoy  ye 
land,  and  ye  remainder  or  othr  two  third  partes  are  to  con- 
tinue and  be  to  ye  Inhabitants  of  Gravesend.  And  as  to  ye 
Neck  of  land  Endorsed  upjon  ye  old  pattent  of  the  said  Fran- 
cis Brown,  &:  also  claymed  by  ye  said  Inhabitants  of  Graves- 
end as  aforesaid,  I doe  think  fitt,  since  it  hath  hitherto  or 
most  usually  been  enjoyed  in  Common  between  ye  Town  & 
ye  said  Farm  that  it  continue  so  still,  and  this  shall  be  ye 
conclusion  and  final  determination  of  ye  said  controversy  or 
Matter  in  Difference  unless  both  or  either  of  ye  partys  flunk- 
ing tliemselves  agrievod  do  sue  for  redress  therein  at  ye  next 
Cort  of  Assizes,  where  ye  law  is  open  for  them,  but  after  that 
tyme  it  shall  be  a barre  to  any  further  pretences. 

Given  undr  my  hand  and  seale  at  Fort  James  in  New  York, 
this  23d  day  of  August,  in  ye  21  yeare  of  his  Magties  Riigne, 


Anno  Dora.  1600. 


Sgd  Fraxxus  Lovelace.” 


This,  however,  did  not  prove  to  be  tlie  “conclusion 
and  final  determination”  of  the  matter;  for,  120  vears 
later,  Albert  Voorhee.s  eitimed  an  exclusive  riLiht  to 
this  ground,  by  virtue  of  ])urcli.ase  from  Brown.  He 
also  attempted  to  enforce  his  claim  bv  ])reveufiug 
Gravesend  j)eople  from  erecting  their  fi--h-huts,  drving 
their  nets,  etc.,  on  the  beach  along  the  jiropertv.  d'liis 
brought  him  in  direct  conflict  with  his  felk>w-citizens; 


I who  claimed,  by  virtue,  of  their  jtatent,  the  right  to 
“ fish,  hawk  and  gun  along  and  upon”  the -pr<.)pertv. 
To  deteriniiie  their  several  rights,  3Ir.  V.  brouglu  an 
action  for  trespass  against  sundry  townsmen,  which 
was  tried  the  18th  of  September,  1789,  in  the  Suj»reme 
Court,  at  Flatbiish.  Aaron  Burr  was  the  town’s  attor- 
ney, and  the  case  was  tried  before  a jury  of  seven 
Queen’s  county  men.  The  town  was  willing  to  con- 
cede to  IMr.  V.  a patentee’s  right,  viz.,  1-39  part  of  the 
commonage,  but  not  the  exclusive  right  wliich  he 
claimed.  The  trial  resulted  in  a verdict  for  tlie  town; 
the  judgment  being  affirmed  by  the  October  term  of 
I tlie  court,  with  costs.  Col.  Burr’s  summing-up,  a.s 
I shown  by  his  minutes,  was  clear  and  forcible;  his 
j cliarges  (a.s  per  receipts,  now  extant)  were  £20,  l>esides 
i £15  “ for  advice  latelv  given  and  as  a general  retainer.” 

\ IMr.  Crosby,  hotel-keeper  at  Flatbush,  also  receipted  for 
£30  “ for  entertaining  the  people  of  Gravesend;”  and 
“also  the  account  of  Col.  Burr;”  and  “ 40"  shillings” 
from  3Ir.  Roger  Strong  (a  lawyer  who  assisted  in  the 
case  in  behalf  of  the  town),  “ for  wine,  punch,  etc” 
j How  will  this  compare  with  some  recent  civic  law- 
I suits  ? 

Thus  the  matter  rested  for  about  50  years  longer, 
when,  in  1S43,  another  law-suit  was  tried  upon  the 
question  of  title.  David  Davis,  then  in  possession  of 
; the  pro]ierty,  began  an  ejectment  suit  against  'I'homas 
I Hicks  and  Coart  Van  Sicklen,  as  representing  the  town. 

! At  a speci.al  town  meeting  hehl  January  13th.  1S43, 
j a committee  was  appointed  to  defend  the  suit,  and 
1 $350  voted  for  legal  expenses.  This  trial,  like  the 
■ other  two,  was  a complete  vindication  of  the  right  of 
' the  town  to  use  the  ground  for  fishing-jmrposes. 
j In  this  case  Gabriel  Furman  was  attorney  for  the 
tOAvn.  The  plaintiff,  however,  appealed  the  case,  and 
* the  town,  for  some  reason,  failed  to  meet  it,  and  judg- 
1 inent  was  obtained  against  them  by  default.  The  mat- 
I ter  was  finally  settb.d  by  the  town  [uaying  to  the  jdain- 
; tiff  a sum  of  money  sufficient  to  pay  his  cost  of  litiga- 
tion. 

For  the  present  time,  and  indeed  fm'  the  last  fifteen 
or  twenty  vears,  the  town  seems  to  have  given  iqi.  by 
tacit  consent,  all  her  right  and  interest  in  the  land  in 
question;  and  the  successors  of  Franeis  de  Bruyu  and 
Albert  Voorhees  to-day  hold  (ptiet  and  undisputed  pos- 
I session.  Indeed,  the  few  who  have  used  the  ground 
' for  fishing  juirposes,  for  the  last  few  years,  have  paid, 

, without  remonstrance,  an  annual  gnmnd-reiit  of  from  85 
^ to  830.  It  is  probable,  therefore,  that  whatever  rights 
the  town  formerly  had  in  this  property,  are  now  g(-ne 
; past  recoverv.  Some  of  the  suits  which  have  arisen 
I out  of  this  matter  are  still  jteuding. 

The  lU'Xt  jiatent,  in  order  of  time,  Avas  that  granted 
bvGov.  Kieft  to  tluysbert  Op  Dyck  fiwCouyne  (Coui-y) 

: I'l.and,  and  Conytie  Hook.  afterw,ird<  called  Guy-bert's 
Island.  This  p.atent  bears  date  1644,  and  Avas  tor  4t 
morgen,  or  88  acres.  This  land  Avas  also  clainu  l after- 
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\\:ir«ls  1>y  Hie  town  as  inclmled  in  tiie  jiatent  of  Graves-  i 
cihI.  G[)  Dyok  came  to  this  country  in  IGHa  ; in  lG-t‘2 
was  Commissary'  of  Provisions  for  the  colony,  and  for 
-.lime  time  had  cliarge  of  tlie  fort  on  the  Connecticut 
river,  where  he  made  much  trouhlo  with  the  Erurlisli. 
\Vc  mention  Iiim  again,  in  connection  with  Coney 
Island. 

'riien  came  the  patent  of  Robert  Pennoyer,  dated  | 
N'ov.  29,  1645.  (State  Sei'retary’s  office,  T>uti'h  Book  . 
nf  Pntiiitif,  page  144.)  We  learn  from  a certified  trans-  ’ 
i.ition  of  this  patent,  found  among  the  old  papers  of  the 
town,  that  the  farm  was  “situated  between  the  land  of 
Antony  Jansen  and  ^leladie  [IMy  Lady]  bloody,  amount- 
iuLT  together  to  eighty-nine  ^Lyrgcn  four  hundred  and 
forty  rods,’’  and  tlie  grant  was  made,  “ witli  this  express 
condition  and  agreement,  that  lie,  Robert  Pennoyer, 
sliall  acknowledge  tln_'  noble  Lords  Directors  to  be  his 
I.onls  and  Patrons  under  the  Sovereignty  of  their  High 
.Miirh  ten  esses,  the  Str  tcs-General,  and  hereto  be  obedi- 
ent to  their  Director  and  Council,  as  it  becomes  good 
and  faithful  citizens.” 

First  Town  Patent. — We  now  come  to  the 
first  patent  of  the  town  of  Gravesend,  granted  by 
(fov.  Kieft,  and  dated  Dee.  19,  1645.  It  is  remark- 
able for  being,  nrobaldy,  the  only  one  of  its  kind,  where 
a woman  heads  the  list  of  patentees  named.  It  is 
another  evidence,  also,  of  the  prominent  jio.sition  which 
Lady  bloody  held  arnon^  the  early  settlers,  and  of  the 
respect  shown  her  by  the  Dutch  authorities.  It  is  wor- 
thy of  note  that  liberty  of  conscience  was  also  freely 
eiinceded  to  the  first  settlers  of  Gravesend  ; they  were 
granted  by  Gov.  Kieft  freedom  of  worshiji  “ without 
magisterial  or  ministerial  interference.” 

'riiis  first  |>atent  of  1645  was  confirmed  by  Gov.  Love- 
lace in  the  year  1670,  with  the  evident  design  of  more 
charly  defining  the  town-boundaries,  which  h;id  long 
been  a matter  of  dispute  because  of  the  vagueness  with 
which  they  were  expressed  in  the  first  general  patent  of 
Gov.  Kieft.  After  descril/mg  the  town-Viounds,  in  gen- 
eral terms,  very  similar  to  those  used  in  the  previous 
patent,  it  adds  : “And  all  the  meadow-ground  and  up- 
land ui>t  sjiecitied  in  the  former  Pattent,  concerning 
which  there  has  been  several  disjmtes  and  differences 
betwetm  the  Inhabitants  of  Gravesend  and  their  neigh- 
hor,  Francis  Brown,  the  which  in  jiarte  weie  settled 
both  by  my  [iredecessor  and  nryself,  Imt  sini  , fidlvcon- 
eliided  and  determiticd  between  them  bv  Articles  of 
AgiX'enunt,  ddie  "wdiich  Articles  I do  herebv  confirm 
and  Allow.” 

Ihuswas  this  trouble,  which  had  so  disturbed  the 
peace  of  the  town,  quieted  for  the  time,  onlv  to  break 
out  again  with  unabated  fury,  a century  further  on. 

Another  confirmatory  jiatent  was  issued,  later  still, 
by  Gov.  Dongan,  in  16'*6,  by  w hich  the  to\vii-!ine'<  were 
made  definite  and  permanent;  while,  at  tlie  same  time, 
they  Were  somewhat  extended  beyoml  the  limits  >les- 
erlbed  by  the  ptri'codiug  patent.  This  patent  also  fixes 


the  amount  of  quit-nmt  to  be  paid  yearly  bv  the  towr., 
instead  of  the  one-tenth  of  the  product  of  the  'oil  d,.-. 
mandeil  by  Gov.  Kieft,  as  follows:  “l)a}  ing  th>-ri  for 
yearly  and  every  year,  on  the  five  and  twi-ntyi  th  dav  of 
Mai  eh,  forever,  in  liew  and  stead  of  ail  m rvir  e>,  .iii,.^ 
and  ilemands  whatsoever,  as  a quit-rent  to  hi.-<  .Maje-^tv'^ 
use,  six  bushels  of  good  winter  merchantable  wh<ar, 
unto  such  officer  or  (dHcm-s  as  shall  be  apjiointcd  to  re- 
ceive the  same  at  the  City  of  Xew  York.” 

These  three  original  patents,  written  upon  parchmcjit, 
in  an  excellent  state  of  preservation,  are  still  to  be 
found  in  the  town  cleik’s  office  at  Gravesend  ; ami 
(with  the  other  town  records),  unlike  tho<e  of  the  siir- 
roumling  towns,  are  in  the  English,  instead  of  the 
Dutch,  language. 

Thus  furnished  with  the  requisite  authoritv,  Ladv 
I l\Ioody  and  her  associates  began  in  eai  acst  the  wmrk  be- 
I fore  them.  In  view  of  the  natural  advantages  which  the 
tow'ii  possessed,  they  no  doubt  hojied  to  make  it,  at  sonn- 
future  day,  a large  and  important  commercial  center, 
i From  its  situation  at  the  mouth  of  “ The  Xarrows."  and 
i with  a good  harbor  of  its  own ; with  the  ocean  on  the  one 
side,  and  the  then-flourishing  village  of  New  Amster- 
dam (New  York)  on  the  other,  there  'lid  indeed  seem 
to  lie  good  ground  for  such  an  expectation.  Bur  un- 
fortunately, as  the  event  proved,  Graveseml  Bav, 
though  affording  secure  anchorag.i  for  smaller  craft, 
would  not  jiermit  vessels  of  large  tonnage  to  enter  its 
: quiet  waters  with  pierfect  safety.  And  so  the  i'lea  "f 
building  a “city  by  the  sea,”  wdiich  in  extent,  wu.alth. 
and  business  enterprise,  should  at  least  rival  N-ew 
Amsterdam,  was  reluctantly  abandoned. 

Ilow'ever,  w ith  this  end  in  view,  as  the  work  begun 
would  seem  to  indicate,  they  commenced  the  laying  out 
of  the  village.  Selecting  a favorable  site  near  the  cen- 
ter of  the  town,  they  measured  off  a square  containing 
about  sixteen  aci'es  of  grouii'l,  and  opened  a -treet 
around  It.  This  large  square  they  afterwards  divl'lcl 
into  squares  of  four  acres  each,  by  ojicning  two  strvets 
at  right  angles  through  the  center.  The  wiiole  was 
then  enclosed  by  a jialisade-fence,  as  a protection,  both 
against  the  sinhlen  attacks  of  hostile  Indians,  and  the 
dejiredations  of  wolves  and  other  wild  animals  whieli 
were  then  common  upon  the  island.  Upion  one  of  the 
oldest  nnqis  of  the  town,  on  tile  in  the  clerk's  othce,  '>n - 
find  a perfect  representation  of  the  village-plan  a-  '>rig- 
inall  c laiil  out.  From  this  we  learn  that  each  <if  the 
four  squares  wa^  divideil  into  equal  sections,  huM  of! 
around  the  outside  of  each  squ.ire  and  facing  the  out'-r 
street.  These  were  niimbeivd  from  one  to  ten,  in  eacii 
of  the  four  squares.  This  gave  forty  sections  in  all: 
and  thus  one  section  was  allotted  to  each  of  the  forty 
)iatentees.  By  this  arrangement  every  fiimdy  cuhi 
residi'  within  the  vill.age,  and  share  alike-  it<  pali-aiii.- 
defeiiee.  In  tlu-  center  of  each  square  wa-  reserved  i 
large  public  v;trd,  where  the  cattle  of  the  jnliabitiiTUs 
weiv  lu'ought  in  from  the  eoinmous.  and  In  r'U'1  t -r  t'n- 
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iiirrlit,  for  tlicir  In  ttcr  pn-tccfion.  At  a later  period, 
il'  lint,  at  tliis  earl\'  date,  a >'iuall  [Jorli"ii  >>L'  eaeli  sijiiare 
was  devoti'd  to  piifilii’  uses;  on  one  was  the  L'lnirch, 
III)  another  Avas  tin'  sehouldionse,  on  aimther  tlie  town- 
hall.  and  on  the  fourth  the  liurying-yround.  The  orig- 
inal ])lan  of  the  town  is  pre.served,  in  its  main  features, 
to  tliis  dav,  after  almost  two  hundred  and  fifty  years. 

'I'he  farms,  or  “ planters’  lots,”  as  they  were  then 
ealle<l,  were  also  40  in  number,  and  were  laid  out  in  ! 
triangular  form,  with  the  apex  resting  upon  the  village, 
and  the  boundary-lines  diverging  therefrom  like  tlie  ; 
radii  of  a circle.  This  plan  would  thus  enable  each 
man  to  go  from  his  house  within  the  village-defences  ; 
to  Ins  farm,  with  least  trouble  and  exposure  to  himself, 
and  without  trespassing  upon  his  neighbor.  Se\eral  ' 
town-farms  have  retained  to  the  present  rime  this 
peculiarity  of  outline. 

From  the  fact  that  the  village  was  divided  into  40 
sections,  and  that  40  farms  radiated  therefrom,  we  have 
naturally  inferred  that  there  were  40  patentees.  If 
this  be  so,  one  of  them,  very  early  in  the  history  of 
the  town,  must  have  dropped  out  of  the  original 
number,  either  by  death  or  removal  ; or,  as  tradition 
has  it,  forfeiting  by  his  profligate  life  all  his  right, 
title  and  interest,  in  the  property  allotted  him.  This 
would  seem  to  lie  more  than  mere  con  jecture;  for,  in  all 
siibseipient  divisions  of  lands  lying  beyond  the  hoiue- 
fanus,  there  were  39  sections  in  each  division,  and  only 
an  names  as  including  all  the  patentees. 

I’>y  reference  to  the  old  map  above  mentioned,  we 
are  aide  to  locate  precisely  the  land  allotted  to  Lady 


doubt  and  inquiry.  In  the  original  allotment  of  land 
to  the  patentees,  a majority  of  them  were  granted 
what  were  called  “plantation  lots,”  as  we  have  seen;  : 
but  to  Lady  Moody  a “Bowery,"  or  farm.  On  the  ' 
map  this  “ Bowery  ” is  located  north-east  of  the  town-  • 
Mpiai-e,  embracing  the  land  belonging  to  the  late  Judge 
Bai-cnt  Johnson,  and  possibly  a part  of  the  present  ! 
I’rospect  Bark  Fair  Grounds.  But  her  land  must  hav'e  ' 
extended  west  of  the  village  also,  probably  liy  subse-  | 
queiit  purchase,  although  this  is  not  indicated  u[)on  the  ' 
ma]».  We  so  judge,  from  the  fact  that  Robert  Pen- 
unyer's  land,  as  we  have  already  seen  in  considering 
liis  patent,  is  therein  described  as  lying  “between  the 
land  of  Antony  Jansen  and  INIeladie  INIoody,”  which 
ciudd  not  be  true  except  upon  the  above  supposition. 

1 he  late  Tl'nis  G,  BKnGEK,  in  his  Farly  Settlers  of 
K'ukjs  Comity^  thinks  it  probable  that  her  land  in- 
cluded the  farm  of  the  late  Ex-iUayor  iSmith,  of 
Lrooklyr,  together  with  the  farms  of  Jacobus  Lake 
and  Cornelius  1).  Stryker,  all  west  of  the  village.  If 
this  be  true,  her  “Bowery”  covered  a large  area  of 
"hat  is  now  most  valuable  }>roj)erty.  But  M'hatever 
proporty  these  Craveseml  settlers  possessed,  whether 
much  oi-  little,  they  held  with  a clear  title  from  its 
"riifiual  owners. 


Indian  Purchases  — Gravese  nd,  at  the  time  of  i:- 
settlement,  was,  like  the  rest  of  Kings  countv,  th- 
projfcrty  of  the  Canarsie  Imlians  ; and,  from  tht-m.  at 
different  times,  all  the  land  within  the  pri  sent  town- 
biMindaries  was  fairly  purchased.  The  earliest  of  th*  -;- 
inirchases  is  recorded  m a deeil  (one  of  the  few  town- 
documents  written  in  Dutch),  on  tile  in  the  Gravesend 
town-clerk’s  oflice,  dated  September  10,  11545,  three 
months  before  the  issue  of  Governor  Kieft's  patent. 
There  are  two  other  Indian  deeds,  dated  in  1650  and 
1654,  being  both  for  land  on  the  present  Conev  Island 
(see  chapter  on  Coney  Island).  In  1684,  in  view  of  the 
frequent  changes  of  government,  and  preparaiorv  to  a 
contirmatory  charter  which  they  projiosed  to  obtain 
from  Governor  Dongan,  the  people  of  Gravesend  forti- 
tied  their  Indian  title  by  the  following  conveyance,  the 
original  of  which  is  still  among  the  Gravesend  recor'i'; 

“Know  all  men  whome  these  presents  niav  anywaves 
concerne,  that  we,  Crackewasco,  Arrenopeah.  Mamek:':>. 
Annenges,  the  right  and  true  proprietors  of  a certain  parcel 
of  land  commonly  called  by  the  Indians  Makeopaca.  begin- 
ning at  the  most  eastward  end  of  the  beach  called  by  the 
Indians  Jloeung,  bounded  on  the  westmost  side  by  the  land 
heretofore  purchased  from  Chippahig,  and  on  the  ira.^twajri 
side  by  the  creek  commonly  called  the  Strorae  Kill,  and  sc-e 
: along  from  the  head  of  said  creek,  through  the  iniildh:  o: 
the  meadow  and  valley,  till  they  come  to  a white-oak  irro 
standing  by  the  Hat  land  wagon  path  and  soe  running  to 
I another  white  oak  tree  standing  by  Utrecht  wagon  path, 
and  soe  upon  a direct  line  to  the  Flatbush  fence,  and  ut- n 
the  xvest  side  bounded  by  the  field  of  Utrecht,  LW  he.r-t  v 
acknowled;.,e  and  declare,  that,  for  and  in  considerati.n  o: 
one  blanket,  one  gun,  one  kettle,  to  have  sold,  a.ssigntd  an  i 
made  over  all  our  right,  title,  interest  and  claim,  to  the  ^ai  i 
parcel  of  land,  fi-om  us,  our  heirs,  executoi-s,  admi.nistratcrs 
and  assigns  forever  unto  the  freeholders  and  inhabitan-;  cf 
Gravesend  in  Kings  County,  their  heirs,  executor.-,  a imini-- 
trates  and  assigns  forever,  for  them  the  said  inhabitant-  to 
have,  hold,  possess  and  enjoy  the  same  as  their  cwn  :r-e 
land  of  inliei'ita'  re  or  otherwise  to  dispose  of  as  to  thri;; 
shall  seem  meet  without  anv  molestation  from  us  or  anv 
othei-.  Witness  our  hands  the  20th  of  the  5th  month.  ciJJed 

hia  hlj  - . 

July,  16.S4.  Cake  N wasco,  Areun  apoech.  Arma/^  nan 

mark  mark  rrirk 

his  his 

IMus  V kheok,  witnessed  by  us  Pense  u mend,  CN'ope  7 sa. 

mark  mark  n-ars 

tis  his 

Jack  \ kahna,  Slip  C amore,  Wer  J ransobling.  J:.-.n 

murk  mark 

Tilton,  Senior,  Samuel  Spicer,  Parent  Jurian.s.?n,  Joacidra 
Guylerk.  Recorded  by  me  John  Emans,  Clercke. 

This  f;iir  ami  honorable  dealing  won  for  the  .-etilot- 
the  resjiect  and  friendship  of  their  Indian  neighbi .r~. 
with  whom  at  first  they  maintained  most  jileasant  ar.'I 
familiar  relations.  But  familiarity  bred  conteraju,  ai.  i 
' the  savage.s  finally  began  to  demand,  a.s  their  rierhr.  what 
had  pireviously  been  granted  as  a matter  of  kin  li.ess  ■ r 
policy.  Little  resentments  arose  on  both  sides,  ami  >0 
j it  happi'iied  that  private  and  jiersonal  wrong-  we-re 
committed  by  both  parties,  paving  the  wavfi.r  tl.i  .■!  t-n 
and  bitter  ho^iditiis  '.vhi'di  soon  lolloued.  F;i  :■  ■ 

' edly,  the  ill-ad\ised  poliry  of  Director  Ivieft  t>  ndrd  .i- 
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irrSTOJlY  OF  THE  TOWN  OF  GRAVESEND. 


was  o|>cnI_v  charged  against  him  at  the  time),  to  prc(;i|j- 
itate  upon  the  colony  the  Indian  war  wliich  broke  out 
iti  1G43-44,  and  resulted  in  great  distress  and  destruc- 
tion of  life  and  property. 

Upon  the  Gravesend  people,  then  in  the  first  year  of 
their  settlement,  and  but  illy  ])repared  for  such  attacks, 
this  new  danger  fell  with  great  force.  I>ut  they 
stoutly  defended  their  village  against  several  very  .'•iid-  j 
den  and  fierce  attacks.  During  the.se  [jcrilous  times, 
every  settler  was  comjielled,  by  town  ordinance,  to 
share  in  building  and  keeping  ii!  repair  the  palisades, 
which  surrounded  the  town-square  and  formed  its  de- 
fence. Each  man  was  also  obliged  to  keep,  constantly 
on  hand,  one  gun,  and  a certain  quantity  of  jiowder 
and  lead,  in  order  to  be  prepared  bu-  any  sudden  enier- 
genev.  During  the  year  above  mentioned,  the  Iinlian 
raids  upon  the  town  were  unusually  frequent  and  se- 
vere, and  tlie  irdiabilants  were  kept  in  constant  fear. 
The  house  of  Lady  iMoody,  according  to  Gov.  Win- 
throp,  seems  to  have  been  the  principal  point  of  at- 
tack; ]>erhaps,  because  it  was  the  largest  and  most 
con.spicuous,  and  better  fitted  than  the  rest  for  a com- 
mon rallying-point. 

On  one  occasion  lier  house  was  l)ravely  defended  bv 
forty  men  (proljaldy  the  ’ whole  number  of  able-bodied 
men  in  the  settlement),  .some  of  whom  had  the  rejmt.a- 
tion  of  being  e.xjiert  Indian-fighters.  At  another  time 
the  inhabitanf.s,  greatly  outnumbei-ed  by  the  Indians, 
were  compelled  to  flee  to  Amrrsfhrt  (Flatlamls),  where 
tliey  remained  till  the  danger  Mas  jias.sed.  It  is  ]>roba- 
ble  that,  at  this  time,  the  town  had  not  been  put  in  a 
proper  condition  of  defence,  for  want  of  time  toLuiM 
their  palisade-fortifications.  Iduring  this  year,  Iiom'- 
ever,  a treaty  of  peace  Avas  made  avith  PdimoKils,  the 
crafty  chief  of  the  Canarsies  (.See  Tnoiipsox's  IlGt. 
Lon(j  Island),  ending,  for  a time  at  least,  all  open  hos- 
tilities between  the  settlers  and  the  Indians  upon  Long 
Island. 

It  is  jirobable  that  the  dangers  and  anxieties  of  this 
first  year  led  Laily  iMoody  to  think  seriouslv  of  re- 
turning to  ^Massachusetts;  for  there  is  extant  a letter 
from  Deputy-Gov.  Jidm  Einlicott  to  Gov.  'Winthrop, 
dated  “ .'salem,  22  of  the  2d  month,  1044,’'  referring  to 
a re(juest  which  she  had  made  for  jiermission  to  n.uurn, 
and  strongly  urging  the  <TOvernor  to  refust-  in  r unless 
she  would  contess  her  ju’evious  error,  and  leave  her 
opinions  behind  her. 

Atter  this  time  we  hear  of  but  little  disturbance  from 
the  Indians  till  the  year  lOoo,  wiien  occurred  probabK 
the  fiercest  attack  from  the  Northern  Indians  which 
the  town  bail  yet  sustained.  Dr.  .SxnoxG’s  lEstorij  >>f 
Fludni.sh  says: 

fij  a large  hod y of  Indians  from  tlie  north,  folhtw- 

ing  tlie  course  of  tlw  Iluiisoi^  ri  ver  to  tin*  south,  left  .heiih  and 
desolation  in  their  trael<  alona  tlu'  ,h  rsev  slioro,  tliiui  i ro-;'i'd 
to  Staton  Island,  and  lu-re  kdird  si  vi \'->,-v.-n  \\  hit"  I- 
tliTs.  U'slde  d*-'troym'4'  iiiu'  h ]Uo|i(-ri  \' ; tli'o-  rli>-ii  .■ro".-il 


the  Narrows,  and  made  a fierce  attack  upou  (Iravesoud. 
The  iuhahitants  were  unahle  to  drive  away  the  inA  ading  f<>e, 
hut  bravely  st(X)d  their  ground  until  relievetl  hy  a detach- 
ment of  soliliers  sc-nt  from  Fort  A mstenlam.” 

So  far  a-<  we  know,  this  Avas  the  end  of  all  the  Imlian 
troubles  in  Avhich  the  people  of  Gravesend  were  con- 
C(Tned. 

Division  of  Lands. — As  we  have  already  seen,  an 
alhjtrnent  of  land  Avas  made  to  each  of  the  patentees, 

1 and  those  Avho  Avere  associated  Avith  them.  In  each 
grant  of  land  made,  avc  find  in  the  earlv  records  an 
entry  like  the  following  : "To  Thomas  Corni.-h  Avas 
granted  a pl.anter’s  lott  Avifh  all  f he  priA  ile<re.,  tliereunto 
appertaining.”  These  Avere  undoubtedly  the  lots  radi- 
ating from  the  village-center,  to  Avhich  reference  has 
alivaily  l•een  made.  We  have  no  data  for  determining- 
the  precise  area  of  a "planter’s  lott;”  but,  from  the  con- 
dition of  tilings  at  this  early  period,  avc  infer  that  it 
contained  oidy  a fcAv  acres  at  most.  It  haj.pened  in 
some  cases,  hoAvever,  that  a larger  tract  of  land,  or 
“bouAvery,”  came  into  the  i)Ossession  of  certain  individ- 
uals by  special  grant,  as  in  the  ca.se  of  Ladvi\Ioodv,  foi- 
Avhat  reason  avc  are  imt  told. 

The  grant  for  a Lowery  contained  30  acres  of  upiand, 
with  more  or  le-s  mea<low,  according  to  their  lu-eil  of 
jiasturage.  The  following  town-n.'cord  is  in  jjoint  : 
•Sept,  27,  1040.  "It  was  agreed  by  the  t.rwu  th;it  for 
such  as  should  have  Loweries,  should  have  fifteen  mor- 
gen -t*!  upland  with  meadow  )>roportionable  to  their 
stocks.  i'his  me;idow-!an<l  was  also  ma'le  inseparable 
from  the  farm,  for,  at  the  same  meeting,  “It  Avas  then 
agreed  upon  that  none  ot  the  said  inhabitants  should 
dispose  or  sMl  awaye  hi-  meadow  from  hi-  lott,  but  that 
it  should  rcinain  entire  to  it.” 

M hatcAer  the  number  ot  ticrcs  originall\-  allotted  to 
each  settler,  their  ]»os^esvh.ns  ili.l  not  remain  the  -ame 
for  any  length  of  time.  J-’arms  ami  toAvn-hus  nipidlv 
exchanged  hand-,  d'he  toAvn-rA-cm-ds.  fm-  the  first  idtv 
years,  are  largidy  taken  up  Avith  the  tran-fer  of  n-al- 
estal(‘,  either  l-y  pureha-e  or  exchange.  After  ;i  few 
years,  ;i-  aac  can  n adily  sac,  tin-  amount  of  l.iml  aaIu'cIi 
each  one  indiviiliially  p..--e-M.ii  \a-;is  large  ..r  -mall,  a- 
his  A-nterpri'A*  <u-  iieA-i'--il ie-  led  him  to  buv  aw  sa  11.  In 
evAiy  suhseijm  nl  -ah-  of  hind,  hoAVA'\Af.  the  toAvn 
rescrA'A-d  the  first  right  t>i  purchase;  "but  if  the  toAAti 
AVAiiild  not  biiyi'  it.  llun  .-aid  inluibitant  had  Ia-.aa m to  ,-e]l 
to  any  one  unh  s-  he  w;i-  le itorioii-l  a detect,  d for  a .-A-ati- 
ilalous  per-on,  or  a puhlic  ke  .li-turberof  the  A-.mimon 
peacA'." 

In  order  to  -ei  ure  permam  nt  and  u-A'ful  eitizA-ns, 
r.ither  tli.in  meri-  adA a-nl  iir.>us  -pA-eulator-,  at  a town 
niA'i  ting  hi  Id  Sept.  7.  I o 1 'i. 

"It  Avus  t!n  u aiul  th.-n- i.r.hTe.i  .ami  agre,.,l  (,v  va* 

major  jurle  <,f  -aid  Iidi  eat aiit-  liiat  in  e:,,.  tl;ev  ilid  me 
hiiild  a haliilahl.'  la  ai-.-  I | fi,-  1 i^i  , ,f  M;, , ii.\  t , -.a  fij,  )i  wi|  1 
111.' in  AC  \e.ir  ti'.IT — tl.a:  t|.-  - 

det'.iult' d tie  l-eiii  e'  I I r-'  C’  ' e." 
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purlion  lyinijj  between  the  village  ami  Coney  Island,  was  I 
ilivided  and  assigned,  so  that  every  man  might  kmjw 
his  own  ; and  Sergi‘ant  Hubbard  was  ajipointeil  to  do 
tlie  work  at  tin*  expense  of  tlie  town.  ! 

In  the  vear  KioV  am»lher  di\  ision  of  land  was  agreed 
upon.  One  tliousand  acres,  supposed  to  be  that  lying 
adjacent  to  the  town-lots,  were  <livided,  according  to  j 
tlie  record,  among  thirty-eight  familie.s.  The  north- 
(piarter,  as  it  was  called,  was  divided  into  12-acrt‘  lots,  ‘ 
and  the  west-quarter  into  20-aere  lots.  The  eastern  ' 
part  of  the  town,  then  and  since  known  as  the  “ Xeck,” 
was  at  this  time  called  also  “ the  gener.al  corn-field.” 
This  seems  to  have  been,  as  its  name  indicates,  the  com-  j 
mon  property  of  the  town,  where,  under  certain  restric- 
tions, each  inhabitant  was  at  liberty  to  choose  and  cul- 
tivate  such  a number  of  acres  as  he  could  properly 
manage.  Ten  or  twelve  years  later  this  land  was  also 
divided,  and  either  sold  or  given  to  the  inhabitants. 
The  land  on  the  soutli  side  of  the  present  highway  lead-  ' 
ing  to  Gerretsen’s  Mill  ” was  divided  into  thirty-nine  ^ 
12-acre  lots,  and  some  of  them  remain  to-day  as  they  | 
were  originally  laid  out.  The  land  on  the  north  side  ' 
of  the  highway  was  divided  into  the  same  number  of  ’ 
lots,  but  containing  probably  a larger  number  of  acres.  ^ 
This  division  was  made,  in  16GS-9,  as  seen  from  an  old 
maj),  dated  1G74. 

The  north  part  of  the  town,  then  thickly  wooded,  as  ' 
were  other  portions  of  it  at  the  time  of  its  settlement,  : 
was  called  the  “Xortli  Woods.”  This  was  also  di-  | 
vided  in  10S4,  and  distribution  made  to  the  inhabi-  , 
tants.  ^ j 

Within  forty  years  of  its  settlement,  therefore,  the  ■ 
most  valuable  part  of  the  town  was  thus  disposed  of.  ' 

Town  Organization. — In  1046  the  inhabitants 
availed  themselves  of  the  privilege  granted  bj-  their 
patent  “ to  erect  a body  politique  and  civil  combina- 
tion,” and  to  “elect,  nominate  and  choose  three  of  the 
aldest,  aji])roved  honest  men,”  who  should  .act  as  justi-  ' 
CCS  in  the  town-court,  when  confirmed  by  the  Gov-  i 
ernor- General.  The  three  men  first  elected  and  so 

confirmed  were  Lieut.  George  Baxter,  Edward  Brown 


j Facsimile  Of  George  Baxter's  Signatuiv. 


and  W illiam  Wilkins.  Sergeant  James  Hubbard  was 


ch‘'>i‘u  .'<•/, ro//  or  c'o/.'./obA , and  John  'Ibit'Ui,  "hnn,- 


clnrk;'  with  a salary  of  one  gilder  (40  cts.)  from  everv 
inhabitant  of  the  town. 


Facsimile  of  John  Tllton'fl  Signature. 


Jan.  !),  1651,  a town-order  was  made  regulating  tim 
manner  in  which  the  7na<iisfni.(fis  should  be  chosen, 
thus;  the  town  wa.«  to  choose  the  first  man,  and  he  was 
to  choose  the  second;  these  two  a third,  and  so  on  un- 
til six  had  been  chosen.  The  first  three  chosen  were 
to  act  as  magistrates  for  one  year;  the  second  three  a.<- 
sisting  in  court  when  necessity  required.  The  next 
year,  the  second  three  were  to  act  officially  and  the 
first  three  to  assist;  and  so  they  were  to  alternate. 
All  were  to  be  approved  by  the  town,  and  confinned 
by  the  Governor. 

The  Board  were  empowered  to  fill  all  vacancies  oc- 
casioned by  the  death  or  inability  of  any  of  its  num- 
ber. 

Town-meetings  were,  at  first,  held  monthly,  at  some 
private  house,  as  evidenced  by  the  following  town- 
order,  “ 3Iay  6d,  1652,  voted  to  hold  regular  town- 
meetings  the  last  Saturday  of  every  month  at  ye  house 
of  James  Hulibard  at  12  o'clock,  31.,  and  ye  drum  t.. 
beat  one  hour  before  ye  time.”  Also,  it  was  voted 
to  choo.se  at  every  meeting  a person  who  should  act  a' 
“ sjieaker  for  their  more  orderly  proceedings,  peace 
and  credit.”  Fines  were  imposeil  ujion  those  who  wer*- 
absent  from  these  meetings,  without  sufficient  excuse. 
After  the  purchase  of  a school-house  in  172S,  it  was 
probably  used  for  this  purpose. 

The  first  record  of  a town-meeting  is  dated  in  tlie 
year  164u.  From  that  time  the  records  are  regularly 
and  carefully  kept.  Publie  meetings,  in  case  of  emer- 
gency, were  assembled  by  the  beating  of  the  drum, 
and  general  gatherings  for  town-work  by  tlie  blowing 
of  a horn. 

In  those  days  it  ^^■as  deemeil  to  be  not  onlv  the 
privilege,  but  the  cf'gy  uf  every  man  to  be  pn-sent  at 
these  public  gatherings,  and  have  a voice  in  the  man 
agemeut  of  town-affairs.  Hence,  in  1656,  a man  was 
chosen  to  warn  the  inhabitants  of  all  general  and  pri- 
vate meetings  of  the  town;  and  those  failing  to  ajipear, 
without  good  excuse  for  their  absence,  were  lialde  to  a 
fine  of  5 gilders  for  each  offence.  At  the  same  meet- 
ing it  was  agreed  that  six  mon  present  at  any  meeting 
should  form  a epiorum  for  the  transaction  of  all  town- 
business. 

In  1646  the  town  “allotted  to  each  man  ye  juste 
jqiortion  of  fence  every  man  was  to  maintain  for  his 
peculiar  lott.  which  is  20  poles.” 

Peremptory  measures  were  sometimes  lucosarv  to 
prewnt  tile  <'ata  Ic-s  from  neglecting  thi'  p.iri  of  tin  ir 
public  ilutv.  >>o,  in  the  f.  ilowing  .-pring.  wh'.n  ''U, 
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Applegate  failed  to  put  up  his  fence  according  to  law, 
the  town  voted  “ to  hyer  a man  to  doo  it  and  pave 
him,  and  Ajiplegate  to  answer  to  ye  town.” 

In  1052  three  men  were  chosen  as  fence-r leicprs," 
who  were  to  go  their  rounds  once  every  fortnight,  and 
compel  all  owners  of  land  to  keep  their  fences  in  or- 
der, iindi'r  a penalty  of  5 gilders.  In  1674  the  penalty 
was  ti.ved  at  20  gilders. 

In  1646  a public  pound  was  made,  and  2 stivers 
(4  cts.)  were  allowed  for  pounding  cattle  or  swine. 

In  1649  it  was  ordered,  by  town-vote,  “ yt  every 
man  shall  provide  himself  of  a ladder  of  20  foot  or 
above  by  Xew  Yeare’s  day  nexte,”  under  penalty  of 
two  gilders  and  10  stivers  per  week  while  in  defaidt. 
It  was  also  ordered,  at  the  same  meeting,  that  each  man 
should  provide  himself  with  arms  within  two  months, 
and  also  one  pound  of  powder  and  two  pounds  of  lead 
“ to  lye  in  Bancke.” 

The  following  vote  was  also  passed;  that  “ ye  pasture 
att  ye  end  of  ye  lotts  shall  be  for  ye  use  of  any  of  ye 
inhabitants  for  a calf  or  cow  yt  is  sick,  or  for  a horse 
in  case  a stranger  comes  to  ye  town.”  In  the  last 
clause  of  this  enactment  we  find  the  evidence  of  that 
warm-hearted  Dutch  hospitality,  for  which  their  de- 
scendants are  still  noted. 

The  fines  collected  for  violation  of  law  were  at  first 
put  into  the  “common  or  poor  stock”  of  the  town;  but 
in  1652  it  was  voted  that  the  fines  should  be  used  in 
defraying  the  common  charges,  or  town-exjienses. 

A linrui.ii,  of  Xit.ul  St iidsf wa.s  estaldished  in 
1650.  The  record  is  as  follows:  “It  w'as  also  agreed 
unto  that  all  burials  and  marriages  and  for  all  yt  shall 
be  borne,  notice  should  be  taken  thereof  and  reconled.” 

For  the  first  half  century  of  the  town’s  existence 
marriages  were  performed  by  a magistrate;  but  those 
intending  marriage,  whether  by  a Justice  or  minister, 
were  obliged  to  have  the  banns  published  from  tlie 
nearest  church,  as  prescribed  by  law.  A marriage  is 
recorded  with  the  following  endorsement,  dated  16S9: 

“ A certificate  of  ye  minister  at  Flatbush.  Isaac  Hassel- 
herg  and  Elizabeth  Baylis  have  bad  their  proclamation  in 
our  cliurch  as  commonly  our  manner  and  custom  is,  and  no 
opposition  or  hindrance  come  against  them,  so  as  that  they 
may  be  confirmed  in  ye  banns  of  matrimony,  whereto  we 
wish  them  blessing. 

Mittw^out,  ye  17  March  1689. 

Rudolph  Varrick,  Minister.” 

In  accordance  with  the  above  |>ermission,  thev  were 
married  in  Gravesend  by  Justice  Xicholas  Stillwell. 

In  1664,  Dec.  31,  Sergeant  Janies  Hubbard  was 


This  was  his  second  marriage.  At  the  same  time,  as 
justice,  he  united  in  marriage  James  Bowne  and  iMary 
Stout.  I 

The  following  are  the  first  entries  under  the  new  | 
law.  “Aug.  ye  2d.  Feter^Simson  was  by  publick  au-  : 
thority  married.”  “Aug.  ye  11.  Tlu' soiin  of  William  , 
Wilkins  was  borne,  and  Ang.  is,  lie  warn  bnrii  d." 


“ Sejit.  0.  Thomas  Cornwell  deceased  and  was  buried.” 
His  widow  seuns  t<;  have  been  speedily  consoled,  how- 
ever, for  the  very  next  record,  and  be.aring  the  >anm 
date  as  the  aliove,  is  as  follows.  “Sept.  9,  1650.  John 
Jlorris  and  Fli/.alet li  Cornwell,  widf»w  of  Thoma-. 
were'  married.” 

Cattle  and  Fences. — All  horses  and  colts  turned 
into  the  common  pasture  at  Coney  Islainl  were,  by 
law,  marked,  and  a description  of  them  kept  on  the 
town-records. 

In  1675  three  men  were  chosen,  by  the  town,  to  go 
to  the  “tllys”  (mar.shes)  about  the  2d  hour,  anil  see  if 
any  beasts  were  mired,  and  if  so,  help  them  out.  If 
any  beast  should  die  through  their  neglect,  they  were 
to  pay  the  damage;  and  if  any  man  shouhl  be  warned 
to  go  and  helj)  these  men  and  sliouhl  refuse,  he  was  to 
be  fined  5 shillings  and  pay  all  damage  resulting  from 
his  neglect. 

Early  Temperance  Laws. — The  liquor  trafiic  oc- 
cupied the  attention  of  the  jieople  considerably  at  a 
very  early  date.  A license  law  was  passed  regulating 
its  sale  to  the  white  jiopnlation,  and  a stringent  prohi 
bitory  law  preventing  its  sale  to  the  Indians.  The  lat- 
ter is  as  follows: 

“ Ajiril  Ifi,  1666.  Att  an  assemblie  of  ye  Inhabitants  uppou 
a lawful  warning  given,  it  was  inacted,  ordered  and  agreed 
uppon  that  liee.  she  or  they  whatsoever,  that  should  tapp. 
draw  out,  sell  or  lett  any  Indian  or  Indians  in  this  coigjora- 
tion  have  any  brandie,  wine,  strong  liquor  or  .strong  drink, 
should,  if  S(.i  foetd,  jiaye  the  .summ  of  fifty  gilders,  and  for 
the  uixt  default  one  hundred  gilders,  according  to  the  law- 
of  the  country.” 

'The  law  also  pruviiled  that  not  more  than  one  pint 
should  be  sold,  at  one  time,  to  the  whites. 

Before  the  Totvii  (.’onrt,  Oct.  8,  1 663,  “ Richard  Stout 
declareth  that  Nathaniel  Brittain  hatli  slanderc«l  him 
that  he  hath  sould  wine  to  the  Indians.  The  said 
Nathaniel  denyeth  it,  but  said  that  the  Indians  tohl  his 
wife  that  they  had  bought  wine  of  Stout.”  The  Court, 
howe\er,  ordered  Nathaniel  to  pay  the  cost  in'  prosecu- 
tion. 

Prosecutions  were  not  uncommon  under  these  laws, 
not  only  before  tlie  'I'own  Court,  but  al'O  before  the 
Court  of  Sessions.  Ambrosi  London  was  before  the 
Towm  Court,  ehargi  il  w ith  st^Hing  more  than  a pint  of 
wine  at  oiiee.  'I'he  defence  was  ilic  .same  weak  plea 
that  men  so  often  make  now  to  satisfy  their  couscieiiee 
and  justify  their  \iolatioirof  law,  viz.:  tluit  pcop!.- 

would  have  it,  and  if  he  did  not  furnish  it  some  one 
else  would;  but  the  Court  fined  him  to  the  full  e.vtont 
of  the  law.  Being  afterward  trie<l  and  found  guilty  of 
selling  li([Uor  bv  false  measure,  he  wuis  ;igain  he.-ivily 
fined. 

Sunday  Laws. — On  the  7th  ot  o,  t.,  1666,  “ I homas 
AVhitlock  and  Jolin  Griggswere  presented  before  the 
Town  (’ourt  for  buying  and  selling  lami  on  the  tirst  day 
of  the  week.  .lohu  Griag-  'aid  le-  did  n.a  r,  meml„.i- 
siuh  a eoieuaui.  '1  he  ( '.iir',  lu-weiei',  o;-,i,  i-wt  ti'at 
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THE  TOWX  COURT. 


the  h.'U'gain  he  declared  void,  and  each  be  fined  lo  >hil- 
lings  and  cont  of  Court.” 

The  records  furnish  another  law  equally  decisive 
' upon  this  point. 

Whereas  there  is  a prohibition  express  by  an  order  from 
the  Governor  of  all  such  exercises  upon  ye  first  day  of  ye 
wi  ek  as  gunning,  ball-playing,  horse-racing,  nine-pins,  ex- 
cessive drinking  and  ryotting  with  other  ye  like  which 
greatly  tends  to  ye  dishonor  of  Ggd,  ye  liindrance  of  many 
from  and  in  religious  duties  to  ye  reproach  of  ye  Government 
and  ye  shame  of  ye  place,  for  ye  preventing  whereof  the  otli- 
cers  of  this  town  according  to  their  dutye  have  given  due 
notice  that  what  person  soever  shall  in  the  like  transgress, 
shall  pay  10  shillings  and  answer  it  before  the  Governor. 

This  act  proclaimed  the  13  of  8 month  107.').” 

Sundry  Orders  and  Contracfs. — The  town  .at 
this  early  period  seem.s  to  have  sutfered  imicli  from  the 
dfpredations  of  wolves.  This  jiart  of  the  island,  being 
in  some  portions  thickly  wooded,  furnislied,  for  a time, 
a secure  lair  for  these  wild  beasts,  from  which  they 
' could  make  their  nightly  raids  upon  the  unprotected 
Hock  and  fowls  of  the  settlers. 

I To  encourage  their  extermination,  therefore,  the 
I town,  in  1657,  ordered  a bounty  of  5 gilders  to  be 
! given  for  every  wolf  killed  within  the  town  corpora- 
! tion.  This  extra  inducement^  added  to  the  self-interest 
i of  each  individual,  led  to  such  a determined  effort 
j against  the  common  enemy  as  greatly  held  them  in 
I check,  and  in  due  time  caused  their  entire  disappear- 
! ance. 

I The  woods,  to  which  we  have  referred  as  coverim>'  a 
large  area  of  the  town,  were  at  first  common  propertr, 
j and  at  the  disposal  of  any  one  who  might  be  at  the 
I ]ciins  to  cut  fire-wood  or  timber  therefrom.  And  to 

I 

j protect  every  man  in  this  right,  a town-order  was  made 
j .ibout  this  time,  laying  a fine  of  20  gilders  upon  any 
1 one  who  should  take  for  himself  the  wood  or  timber 
I which  another  had  cut.  There  must  have  been  some 
I dishonest  men,  even  in  those  days,  to  make  such  a law  ! 
j necessary. 

I Houses  of  the  Olden  Time. — It  may  be  inter- 
j csiing  to  know  the  style  of  house  which  afforded 
1 shelter  and  protection  to  the  early  settler^.  If  the  fol- 
I lowing  is  a fair  specimen,  it  will  not  strike  us  as  being 
j too  el.aborate  or  expensive,  even  for  that  earlv  day. 

Here  is  the  contract  for  a dwelling,  as  cntereil  bv  the 
j town-clerk  upon  his  record  : 

X 

. ! “ .\mbrose  London  bargained  and  agreed  with  Michrdi 

! .lure  for  l\is  building  him  a liouse  by  the  middle  of  June 
nexte,  and  to  j>aye  the  said  IMichah  40  gilders  for  it— at  the 
time  In*  begins  a skipple  of  Indian  come,  at  tlie  raising  of  it 
10  g\iilders,  and  at  ye  finishing  of  it  ye  re.st  of  tlie  said 
suinm.  Ye  liouse  to  be  made  22  foote  long,  12  foote  wide,  8 
f<X)te  stoode  witli  a petition  in  ye  middle,  and  a chimney,  to 
l.i\ e bootli  rooms  with  joice,  to  cover  ye  roof,  ,an<l  m.ike  up 
I'oth  gallic  ends  with  clabboards.  as  also  to  make  two  win- 
'lows  and  a door.” 

P 

; 1 his  nmn,  I.ondon.  was  ratln-r  a speculator,  and  soon 

, d.sposc.'il  of  this  house,  and  made  another  ooutracl  for 


1 1 

a larger  and  still  more  cnmm<;dions  one  ; the  contract 
price  for  huilding  it  being  %44.00.  John  H.aues  was 
the  builder,  and  his  eontract  was  to  build  1 Iiouno 
framed  uppon  sills  of  26  foote  long,  and  16  foote 
broad  and  10  loote  stoode,  w ith  2 chimnevs  in  ve  mid- 
dle anil  2 doors  and  two  windows,  and  to  dabhoard 
only  ye  roof  and  dobe  the  rest  parte.”  Tiie  price  w.i,- 

110  gilders,  or  instead,  “ one  Duteli  cow.” 

Household  Furniture,  etc.- But,  if  their  houses 

were  built  more  with  reference  to  th.cir  comfort  and 
actual  necessities  than  for  display,  the  same  was  true 
of  their  housidmld  furniture  and  personal  effects,  as 
will  be  soon  from  the  following  inventory  of  the  estate 
of  .Tohn  Buckman,  deceased,  dated  in  the  year  1651. 
and  signed  by  L.idy  Moody  as  one  of  the  wirnesses. 
Among  a fow’  other  articles  ajipear  the  followfing  : ‘‘  1 
Kettle,  1 Frying  pan,  1 Trayc,  1 Jarre,  1 pair  breechc'..^ 
1 Bonett,  1 Jackett,  1 Pailc,  2 Shirts,  1 Tuhhc;  1 Pair 
shoes,  2 pair  ould  stockings,  f)  ould  goats,  money  in 
chest,  32  gilders.” 

The  Town  Court. — This  cotirt  (see  p.  164)  was 
established  in  1646,  by  the  election  of  three  men,  act- 
ing as  justices,  to  hear  and  settle  all  complaints  brought 
before  them.  It  took  cognizance  of  cases  of  slangier, 
trespass,  theft  and  debt  ; and  in  all  cases  coming 
within  their  jurisdiction,  whore  the  damage  did  not 
exceed  50  Holland  gilders  {-820),  the  decision  of  anv 
two  of  the  magistrates  was  final.  But,  in  all  cases 
where  the  damage  was  in  excess  of  820,  an  ajipral 
could  1)0  taken  from  this  to  a higher  court.  At  tirsr 
the  time  and  patience  of  the  court  was  severelv  taxed. 

111  being  comjielled  to  listen  to  complaints  of  the  lU  '-: 
triv'ial  character,  wdiich  obliged  them  to  hold  frcipn-r.: 
and  otherwise  unnecessary  sessions.  To  remedv  thi-. 
and,  so  far  as  possible,  relieve  the  court,  in  1650,  at  a 
general  town  meeting,  ‘‘Itt  was  then  and  there  agrwl 
unto  that  a general  Court  .should  be  held  once  or  twi'  c 
a year,  and  that  yc  town  should  make  choice  of  tw.>  or 
three  men  to  sitt  with  ye  Court  att  these  times  and  t-> 
adjudicate  with  them  about  such  lualters  as  mave  e-iu- 
cerne  ye  good  of  ye  general  and  everv  one  in  partin:- 
lar,  and  yt  ye  present  jiattent  be  read  att  tiu-M- 
1 lines  to  yc  whole  Inhabitant.s.”  It  w as  also  ordered, 
by  public  vote,  that  those  found  guilty  of  •‘slamler. 
laying  violent  hands  upon  any  to  the  lireach  of  the 
peace,  theft,”  Ac.,  should  he  puni.shcd,  “ F.ither  by 
fining,  inqu'isoning,  stocking  or  standing  in  a publiek 
jilaee.”  ddie  latti'r  became  the  eominoii  mode  of  pnn- 
i'lmient  for  these  olTcnee.s.  Tliere  are  those  still  living 
among  ns  who  rememher  well  tlie  old  s/oeC''.  which 
were  placed  near  the  town-hall,  whi're  jiri-oni-r-  e m- 
vieted  of  petty  crimes  were  made  a juiblie  show,  ami 
were  hooted  at  and  pelted  by  tlie  boys  of  the  iitdgh- 
horhood. 

As  already  observed,  the  records  of  the  town  for  rhe 
iirst.  lift}'  NX'.'irs  were  largidv  taken  uj>  with  tin-  I r.a:i'iir 
of  r.'al-estat e : which  may  find  explanation  in  the  fact 
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rilSTORY  OF  THE  TOWX  OF  ORA  VESEXJ). 


that  breach  of  contra'-t  was,  during  all  this  time,  a com- 
mon cause  of  complaint  V)cf(jrc  the  Court,  and  great 
trouble  and  annoyance  was  caused  in  settling  these  diffi- 
culties for  tlie  want  of  a written  agreement;  so  that,  in 
1651,  the  court  ordered  -‘that  for  the  future,  all  bar- 
gains a^ul  sales  should  b(‘  recorded  by  the  town-clerk, 
or  be  in  wTiting  with  sufficient  witnesses,  or  the  Court 
would  give  them  no  hearing.” 

Cases  of  theft  were  not  entirely  unknown,  even  in 
those  days  of  primitive  simplieity  and  honesty.  AVe 
cpiote  the  following  as  a fair  specimen  of  manv  of  the 
grave  complaints  which  taxed  the  wisdom  and  patience 
of  the  court. 

Thomas  Corinvell  was  plaintiff,  and  Ambrose  London 
defendant,  in  an  “action  for  taking  awaye  hi-^  hcnn  and 
selling  it.  Order  of  ye  Court  was  that  ye  said  Ambrose 
Should  restore  again  ye  hcnn,  which  he  ]>romised  to 
doe.”  But  failing  to  comply  with  the  order,  in  Jan., 
1649,  the  court  again  ordered  “that  he  should  forth- 
xvith  i>aye  to  the  said  Cornwell  3 gilders  and  8 stivers 
with  the  Cost  of  Court.” 

The  most  common  offence  with  which  the  court  was 
called  upon  to  deal  was  daudur.  So  troubled  was  the 
court  with  cases  of  this  character,  which  were  brought 
without  any  just  cause,  or  upon  insufficient  evidence,  or, 
as  the  court  expressed  it,  “caused  by  certain  buise 
bodyes,  persons  insendiaries  of  mischief  and  trouble,” 
that  at  lengtli  a tine  of  50  gilders  was  ordered  against 
any  man  who  should  bring  such  action  Avithout  the  nec- 
essary proof.  Sometimes  the  punishment  was  made  se- 
vere in  aggraA'ated  cases,  if  the  charge  Avas  proA‘ed. 
Again,  satisfaction  was  rendered  bytlie  accused  making 
a suitable  acknoAvledgment  of  his  wrong-doing,  and 
apologizing  therefor,  AA-ith  ju’omise  of  future  amend- 
ment. It  Avoulil  be  unjust  to  suppose  that  the  offenders 
formed  any  large  portion  of  the  little  colony.  The 
great  majority  Avere  honest,  thrifty,  laiA'-abiding  citizens. 
We  thus  judge,  because  only  a fcAv  names  appear,  and 
these  repeatedly,  as  defendants  in  these  actions.  The 
severity  of  the  punishment  sometimes  imposed  may  also 
bo  taken  as  a fair  interpretation  of  the  contempt  Avith 
AA'hich  the  better  portion  of  tlie  community  looked  iIoavu 
upon  these  disturbances  of  the  common  AA'eal.  Jmlg- 
mont,  too,  Avas  pronounced  Avitliout  respect  of  person: 
and  female  gossips  received  no  better  treatment  at  tie' 
hands  of  the  laAV  than  their  male  companions.  The  fol- 
loAving  are  fair  specimens  of  the  many  that  fill  the  court 
record.  In  1650  Nicholas  Stilhvell  brought  an  action 
for  slander  against  Thomas  A])plegate,  for  saying,  “ he 
thought  if  plaintiff’s  debts  Avere  paid  he  Avould  have  lit- 
tle left.”  As  he  had  nothing  to  say  to  the  charge,  the 
court  admonished  him,  and  fined  him  12  gilders  and 
the  cost  of  court. 

The  next  year  Sergeant  Hubbard,  in  behalf  of  his 
AA'ife,  brings  a similar  charge  against  the  same  Apple- 
gate.  Here  it  is  ; 

“ Defendant  is  charged  Avith  saying  ve  plaintif  h;id 


^ but  half  a AAifix  Being  questioned  bv  tin-  court  i: 

^ could  disjU'ove  the  fact,  said,  he  newer  said  it.  Ne-v.-r- 
' theless,  the  Court  sentenced  him  to  make  jiuMiek  ae- 
i knowledgment  of  his  error,  and  to  stand  at  the  j uMi.-k 
poste  during  the  pleasure  i;f  the  Court,  aa  ith  a paper  or 
his  breast  mentioning  the  reason:  that  he  is  a notorious 
scandalous  person;  AA'hereupon,  he  ag;iin  confes>ed 
guilt,  and  desired  hi-r  to  pass  it  by,  and  r(‘mit  it,  Avhi'-h 
I she  freely  did,  and  he  g.ave  her  thanks.” 

In  the  case  of  Ann  Goulder,  evidently  an  ohl  otfer.der. 
found  guilty  of  slander,  she  Avas  ordered  “ to  stand  in  ve 
yrons  half  ;in  hour,  Avith  a paper  on  her  brea^t  drclarir.g 
I her  t(j  be  a publick  disturber  of  ye  peace,  and  if  nnv 
I further  trouble  from  her,  she  to  be  ]iut  out  of  ve  tcAvr:." 

Ambrose  lauidon  brought  suit  agaiiist  the  AAcfe  . : 
Thomas  Apjdegate,  for  s.aving  “ his  Avife  diil  milk  l.^.- 
coAvs.  The  Def’t  saith  she  said  no  otherwi'.-.'-bur  a- 
I’enelope  I’rince  tould  her,  yt  Ambrose,  his  Avife.  d:  i 
milk  her  coavs.  Penelo])e  Prince  being  que.-tioiurd.  a ■- 
I knoAvIedged  lier  fault  in  soe  speaking-,  and  being  sorrie 
I for  her  Avords,  she  spoke  satisfaction  on  both  sides." 

That  it  AA  as  a serious  thing  in  those  daA's  to  si-.-ak 
j evil  of  those  in  authority,  is  evident  from  the  folloAAung 
I case: 

Thomas  Applegate,  Sr.,  it  appears,  liad  bnAught  a 
case  before  the  Governor  for  adjudication.  As  '.h  - 
decision  had  been  against  him,  he  felt  himself  g;--,-;-.:'. v 
wronged;  and  had,  in  his  anger,  said  that  undue  ir.z  .- 
ence  had  been  brought  to  bear  upon  his  Excell'rU  -v  o,. 
effect  this  result.  Consequently,  at  a court  he  id  D-.-  a 
2Gth,  1650,  he  Avas  charged  Avith  saying  that  the  Gov-.-r- 
nor  “took  bribes.”  Although  he  positiA'ely  deni-:-i  :i.r 
charge,  “ yett  nevertheless  the  Court  being  suffi'-ientiv 
satisfied  in  their  consciences  accoi-iling  to  the  evide:.  . 

'■  yt  ye  sai<I  Applegate  had  spoken  ye  said  word-.  :1- 
AA'hich  being  soe  contrai'ie  to  all  rules  ami  huvs  dii,;-.- 
and  human,  not  t<>  scandalize  or  to  speak  evil  a;:-, 
person  much  more  of  ruler  and  Goax  a’c  C"Urt  d'  c 
tlierefore  adjudge  ye  said  Ap]degate  doe  de.-trre 
have  his  tongue  bored  through  Avifh  a red  heut  vr 
and  to  juake  publick  acknoAvledgeTuent  of  his  gre:-.: 
traTisgression  therein,  and  never  to  have  credit  in  anv.r 
of  belief  in  any  testiinonie  or  relation  he  sliall  make 
either  in  court  or  countrie,  and  for  ye  execution  of  vt- 
said  sentence  doe  refer  him  to  ye  mercy  of  ye  Gover- 
nor.’' 

dVhen  this  sentence  Avas  publicly  read,  the  .-ai'.l  Ai- 
plegate  confessed  his  guilt,  and  asked  forgivem..-.-  of 
the  Governor,  and  beggeil  the  court  to  interevic  fi  r 
him;  at  the  same  time  expressing  the  hope  that  tl.l- 
Avoidd  bo  a Avaruing  to  him  in  the  future.  W<-  iiavc 
every  reason  to  belieA’e  that  ttifough  the  rcpent;Ancc  ■ f 
the  otfender,  and  the  kindly  intercession  of  the  co’.r'. 
the  tongue  of  the  slanderer  escaped  the  judicial  ]■*,!•:■>- 
ration,  aTid  that  the  remainder  of  the  sonteuci-  aa  m'  aN' 
remitted. 

The  above  examples  from  'roAvn-Court  i--.co:  l-  v,-. 
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sulTicc  to  kIiow  with  what  ju<licial  wiMlom  arnl  severity 
tl\e  ijiinor  olTenccs  against  law  and  order  were  tnaUcd 
<(\fr  two  Inindre<]  years  .ago,  in  |irotectin<r  the  riL^hts  of 
<iiir  eiti/.ens  and  maintaining  tlie  jinhiic  ])eace. 

This  hrings  ns  to  the 

Court  of  Sessions — 'I'his  eonrt,  in  the  year  li'.GR, 
was  moved  from  Flathusli  to  ( iravcsend,  where  it  re- 
mained for  seventeen  years.  The  original  eonrt  house  is 
said  to  have  been  bnilt  in  1G68,  ami  stood  nea.r  the 
jiresent  Duteh  church. 

We  find  this  interesting  record  of  the  court  while 
helil  at  Gravesend  : 

“Whereas  there  hath  been  several  misdemeanors  commit- 
te-1  in  contempt  of  authority  in  the  town  of  Gravesend,  by 
throwing  down  the  stocks,  pulling  down  fences,  and  such 
like  crimes  ; the  court  also  find  there  was  no  watch  in  town 
which  might  have  prevented  it,  aui.l  being  the  otTenders  can- 
not be  <liscovered,  it  is  i.rdered  that  the  town  stand  fined  in 

pounds  till  they  liave  made  discovery  of  the  otTenders." 

A watch-house  had  been  built  about  ten  vears  before 
this,  but  the  authorities  had  evidently  liccome  careless 
about  keeping  suitable  guard  at  lught.  It  would  be  an 
c.vcellent  thing  if  our  local  authorities,  now-a-days,  could 
be  made,  in  like  manner,  responsible  for  good  govern- 
ment. 

Then,  in  1G85,  by  act  of  the  Second  Colonial  Assem- 
blv,  it  was  removed  to  Flatlmsh  again;  the  latter  jilace 
being  considered  the  more  central  ,and  convenient  loca- 
tion for  the  transaction  of  county  business.  It  remained 
here  until  its  final  removal  to  llrooklyn,  where  it  is  now 
belli.  The  old  record  of  the  Court  of  Sessions,  while 
it  was  held  at  Gravesend,  may  now  be  fouml  in  a fair 
state  of  pi-eservation  in  the  Kegi-^ter's  office  in  the  city 
of  llrooklyn.  The  first  entry  in  the  book  is  as  follows  : 

“ Att  a Court  of  Sessions  held  att  Gravesend  the  IT  day 
of  March,  By  his  Eo3'al  Highness'  authority,  in  the  S.'j  year 
of  the  Reign  of  our  Sovereign  Lord  Cliarles  the  Second,  bv' 
the  grace  of  God,  of  Grsat  Brittain.  France  and  Ireland 
King-defender  of  the  faith,  &c.,  and  in  the  v'ear  of  our  Lord 
God 

“ Present, 

CoRNEi.ius  Van  Ruyder,  ^ 
jAMf,s  Hubbard,  - Justice.^. 

Richard  Lott,  ) 

'I'he  record  of  every  regular  session  of  the  court  i.^ 
begun  in  the  same  language  as  the  above,  changing 
oidy  the  date  of  its  sitting,  or  the  names  of  the  ju'e-id- 
ing  justices. 

It  was  customary  in  this  court  for  the  Secretary  of 
the  Colonv,  or  a member  of  the  Council,  or  the  High 
Sheriff,  if  present,  to  sit  with  the  justices  and  preside 
o\’cr  their  deliberations. 

'I'he  following  case,  tried  here  before  a jury,  show.s 
that  thev  were  unwilling  to  have  justice  miscarry 
through  any  technical  defect  in  the  indictment,  or  to 
have  anv  artful  seliemer  ju'ofit  by  another's  ignorance 
of  the  law  : 

"Samuel  Pl'tf.  John  ITnt  Vlecf,  Th(> 

i'hiiilif  priiduccd  the  Itcft.-.  obligacion  wherein  bee  was  to 


I p.av-  him  severall  parcell.s  of  come  in  Nov.  last.  The  I>ft. 

owned  ir  was  Ids  act  atul  deed,  t>ut  objected  that  the  ai.f.ou 
I was  not  legal!}'  entered,  nor  a declaration  given  in.  V.'here- 
uj)On,  it  being  left  to  the  jury  they  brouglit  in  their  v.-r  ; 
as  follow  e(h.  That  seeing  the  pl'tf  is  a stranv*  r.  e.ud  . » 

I aciiuainlcil  with  the  laws  .so  as  to  obs*Tve  everv  cir.  un..-t,;Lce 
which  is  propi  r for  ourselves,  hut  hath  obse^^  ed  the  end  and 
I suljstance  of  the  law.  though  not  everv'  circum.-tancf.  that 
! therefore  bee  have  a i)resent  determination  or  hearing,  seeing 
the  law  in  folio  the  fourth,  doth  not  make  a negative  e.xcete 
tion  in  this  case.” 

“ The  Worshipl  Court  allow  the  verdict,  and  order  present 
payment  of  the  debt,  with  two  pounds  damage  and  cost.s  of 
Court” 

The  following  case  shows  a hospitable  regard,  on  the 
jiart  of  the  court,  for  the  comfort  and  welfare  of 
strangers  : 

' “ The  Constable  of  Bushwick  presented  Ileumphrv  Clav 

I'or  Retayling  of  Liquor  witiiout  a license,  but  tlie  Court 
I being  Informed  tliat  bee  keeps  an  iun  att  Mar,--path  Hill-  for 
the  accommodation  of  Strangers  they  have  thought  best  to 
j grant  him  a license  and  remit  the  fine.” 

We  will  mention  but  one  other  case,  woitbv  of  n><Te 
; because  of  the  peculiar  punishment  intlicted.  We  have 
1 been  able  to  find  no  evidence  of  this  casein  the  rec.T'ls 
' of  the  court,  but  find  it  stated  in  Thombson’s 
" of  1“)}!/  Eltt/id.  From  the  date  givi-n  we  tiiii-k  there 
must  be  some  mistake  as  to  the  locality,  luu  we  give  it 
as  we  find  it.  A soldier  was  convicted  before  the  Court 
of  Sessions  in  Gravesend  for  leaving  his  post  while  -.n 
; guard,  for  the  evident  purpose  of  indulging  his  api-  *;-e 
for  .strong  drink.  He  was  condemned  to  -it  up-’U  a 
I wooden  horse  during  parade,  with  a jiitclier  in  ntie  hand 
and  a sword  in  the  other,  to  signify  that  he  lovevl  hi- 
' beer  more  than  his  duty,  and  that  his  courage  was 
determined  by  the  cpiantity  consumed. 

Quit-Rent  — The  ]iatent  of  Gov.  Kicfr  exacted  ir-om 
the  scttlcio  oiic-tcnth  of  the  revenue  of  the  si.'il.  a-  •.  :it- 
' rent,  to  be  paid  ye.arlyto  His  IMajcsty.  lly  the  D.-cj-  iri 
P.atent  of  Itl'-b  this  yearly  tax  was  commute. 1 t.. 
bushels  of  good  mcrcliantablc  wiiitcr-wlicat,  t>.  be  l a:  i 
every  2.5tli  of  IMaich  to  some  officer  of  the  go\  ernm-n: 
duly  appointed  to  receive  it.  This  certainly  u -.n-  i'..-'  .an 
exorbit.ant  demand  for  the  favors  the  town  had  ivcciv  ^.1; 
nor  have  vc  heard  that  comjdaint  was  ever  miib-. 

' There  are,  among  the  old  pajU‘i>  of  tin  tow!!. -ov-. r.i’ 

, receijits  (^the  earliest  dated  1 77b)  for  this  quit-rent.  giv<-n 
bv  the  Hcccivcr-Gcncral,  or  by  his  deputy,  which  -’n..w 
that  th(‘  town  continued  to  ]iay  the  si.x  bushels  of  wlicut 
, as  late,  at  least,  as  ITbO. 

After  the  Revolutionary  war,  and  in  the  year  17'G, 
the  legislature  jiassed  an  act  providing  that  any  ir.'ii- 
viduals  or  corporations  in  arrears  for  quit-rents,  w’u" 
slamld  pay  such  arrearages,  less  eight  years  (the  per...'! 
of  the  war),  and  a sum  c.iu;d  to  fourteen  year-  a-hti- 
, fional  (|uit-rcnt,  shoidd  la cciN'c  :i  I'crtificatt  ti’.-m 
treasurer  of  tlie  State  and  bo  t In  neofort li  f. r < \- 
Miiptod  from  the  paymoiit  ot  any  quii-ioo',.  [ 
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HISTORY  OF  THE  TOWN'  OF  ORA  VESEXD. 


Gravesend  met  its  obligations  fully  is  shown  by  the 
following  : 

“Patent  granted  to  the  inhabitants  of  Gravesend  in  Kings 
County  date  10  Sept  K!S6.  Quit  rent  six  Bush  Wheat  pr  ann 


Paid  up  to  25  ilar  1775 

From  25  Maroli 

1775 

To  25  Dec 

1786 

11:9 

8 



BUS.  BUSH. 

3:9 

6 22J 

6/- 

£6.15 

14  yrs  Comut. 

6 84 

6/- 

25.  4 

£31.19 

Rec'd  12  Dec.  1780  From  Olibert  Terhuue  Supervisor  of 
Gravesend  Public  Securities  Which  with  the  Intere.it  Allowed 
Thereon  amount  lo  Tiiirty  one  Pound.s  Nineteen  Sliilhrigs  In 
Full  for  the  Arrears  of  <juit  Rent  anil  a Commutation  of  tlie 
future  Quit  Rents  that  would  have  asrisen  on  the  Above  Des- 
cribed Patent. 

Gerard  Ban'cker,  Treas'r. 

Assessors  and  County  Treasurer,  As.sessors 
are  first  mentioned  in  1091.  The  next  year  a Countj/ 
Treasurer  was  chosen  to  look  after  the  money  thus  col- 
lected. He  seems  to  have  been  chosen  by  rejiresenta- 
tives  from  the  various  towns,  as  is  inferred  from  the 
follotving  : 

“At  a general  town  meeting  heldJan22,  1C92,  John  Poland 
and  John  Lake  were  chosen  to  meet  other  townsmen  at  Flat- 
bu.ih  to  choo.se  a County  Trea.surer.  next  monday  being  ye  25 
of  .January.  Also  William  Gouldiug  and  Daniel  Lake  to  pre- 
sent our  assessment  to  ye  justices  at  Flatbush  ye  first  of  Feb. 
next  ensuing,  because  ye  assessors  were  absent.” 

A Port  of  Entry. — In  1693  Gravesend  was  one  of 
the  three  ports  of  entry  on  Long  Island. 

Census. — The  first  attempt  at  a census  of  the  town, 
which  we  have  been  able  to  find,  was  made  in  1675 
\Documentary  History,  Vol.  II),  as  follows  : 

“ The  Accounpts  from  Gravesend  this  14  of  the  7th  mo'th 
Anno  167.5,  of  all  personns  Rateable  according  to  ye  law,  as 
also  of  their  Lands  both  upland  and  meadow  ground,  with 
the  number  of  their  cattle.  naTnely— Oxen  : Cows  : liorses  ; 
Mares  ; and  Sheep  as  follows  : Of  persons  tlie  troopers  ex- 
cepted 30  ; of  oxen  there  is  26  : of  cows  there  is  to  yo  number 
of  107  : of  cattle  107  ; of  horses  and  mares  62  ; of  colls  20  : 
of  sheep  to  j'e  number  of  60  ; of  acres  of  upland  and  5Ieadow 
ground  932. 

. By  me  Tsicholas  Stllhvell.  Constable,  and  yo  Overseers. 
Rate  £13  14s  5d.  (Endorsed.) 

Gravesend  valuacons  Brought  in  Sept.  20,  1675. 

Exd.  Rate  £13  14s  3d." 

1675.  “ Feb.  1st.  At  a general  town  meeting  ve 

Inhabitants  made  choice  of  Nicholas  Stillwell  to  be  Con- 
stable ye  present  year.  13  voters.”  This  could  hardly 
have  been  the  full  number  of  voters  in  town,  even  at 
this  early  day. 

1683.  In  a returi\  of  tin*  persems,  l.ands  and  ('attic 
ratable  ac'cordiug  to  l;i\\  iu  ,<  Iraveseiid,  we  tind  there 
‘32  persons  taxed;  number  <>f  .acres,  1,:;50  ; horso, 
; colts.  ; cow  s,  12  1 ; (ailN  i--  hetue(ii  1 aiid  .3  \ e.a r--. 


119  ; and  2 hogs  kept  by  .John  Tilton,  Sr.;  14  sheep, 
d’his  shows  a gain  in  some  respects,  and  a falling  off  in 
others. 

1608.  In  a list  of  the  fn.-eholders,  their  wives,  chil- 
dren, apprentices  and  slaves,  within  Kings  county,  we 
tind  Gravesend  credited  with  31  men,  32  women,  124 
children,  6 apprentices,  and  17  slaves,  making  a t<»tal 
population  of  210.  At  this  time  Hrooklyn  had  a popu- 
lation of  only  511,  and  all  Kings  county  containe(.l  but 
2,013  inh.abitants. 

1738.  In  another  list  of  the  inhabitants  of  Kings 
county,  both  w hite  and  black,  the  census  of  Gravesend 
is  given  as  follows  : “ Total  pojuilation,  268  : w liite  men, 
women  and  children,  218  ; blacks,  50.”  'J'hu-  <h‘iwiug 
an  increase  iulotal  p^pulatu.m,  in  fort  y year.-,  of  e.nly  5-' 
persons,  ami  (d'  the'C  .’h’,  ^ver^■  black-.  Hr  Jok''.Ti  h:el. 
aeei.u-ding  to  thi^  een-us,  a total  p cc!;  , t !.  aial 
Kings  county  2,348,  as  follows  : Whites,  l,7b4  ; blacks, 
564. 

1788.  In  an  old  tax-list  of  this  date,  found  among 
the  towm-papers,  w'e  tind  the  number  of  inhabitants 
taxed  in  Gravesend  to  be  58.  Only  47  of  the  above 
were  real-estate  owners,  the  others  being  taxed  for  per- 
sonal property.  Number  of  acres,  2,211  : number  of 
horses,  95  ; cattle,  227  ; sheep,  42  ; slaves,  65. 

1789.  In  a paper,  similar  to  the  above,  tiiere  were  but 
42  real-estate  owners  on  the  list,  and  the  number  oi 
acres  given  as  3,079.  This  paper  is  signed  by  Cornelius 
Stryker,  .John  Emmans  and  Stephen  Emmans,  A>>essors. 

The  following  returns,  sent  to  the  Secretary's  office 
in  1 790,  are  valuable  for  the  sake  of  comparison. 
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1791.  We  also  have  befm’c  us  an  old  ]>aper  enti- 
tleil  : “'1  he  second  paynient  of  the  tax  for  liuilding 
Kings  county  Court  House,  apjiortioned  to  the  Inhabi- 
tants of,  or  Ratable  estates  in  the  Town  of  Gravesend. 
26  day  of  Sept(‘tubi>r,  17ni.”  In  this  list  we  have  51 
ratalile  estates,  with  their  valiiat imi,  and  the  tax  laid 
U]M)ii  them.  'File  highest  \-aluatioii  is  put  ujmn  the 
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1810.  The  census  by  towns  was  as  follows  : Brook- 
lyn, 4', 402  ; Bushwlck,  798  ; Flatbnsli,  517  ; Flathiiuls, 
517  ; Gravesend,  520  ; Xew  Utrecht,  907  ; total,  8,00:i. 
The  gain  in  the  county  in  ten  years,  from  l^OO  to  isio, 
^\•as  2,5t»n.  The  gain  for  Gravesend  f<ir  the  same  time 
was  only  3.  It  is  probable  that  these  returns  cannot  be 
relied  upon  as  perfectly  accurate  in  every  particular, 
but  they  furnish  a fair  approximation. 

In  1828  Brooklyn  had  a population  of  7,475.  In 
1840,  30,233. 

1835.  The  census  gives  the  number  of  inhabitants 
of  Gravesend  as  095  ; or  only  427  for  nearly  a century’s 
increase  of  population  ; not  a very  remarkable  growth 
for  97  years.  In  1804  there  were  99  v(Aers. 

1880.  The  census  shows  a much  more  rapid  increase, 
the  number  of  inhabitants  being  given  as  over  3,500. 

1883.  The  tax-list  gives  the  names  of  1,3U7  resi- 
dent tax-fiayers,  beside  a very  large  number  of  non- 
residents who  pay  taxes  on  parcels  of  land  ranging 
in  size  from  city  building-lots  to  several  acres.  The 
great  increase  in  population  has  l)een  made  in  the  last 
decade.  The  benefits  to  be  derived  from  living  in  a 
place  where  taxes  are  low,  the  climate  most  healthful, 
and  the  surroundiims  altogether  deliizhtful,  are  besin- 
ning  now  to  be  aj>preciated  as  never  before.  We  may 
justly  look  for  a still  larger  increase  in  the  next  ten 
years. 

Highways. — The  first  highways  were  narrow,  un- 
fenced lanes,  rightly  designated  upon  the  old  records 
as  “ wagon-})aths.”  As  the  cattle  of  the  inhabitants 
gradually  increased,  it  beeatne  necessary  for  every  man 
to  fence  liis  land  adjoinisig  the  lanes,  according  to  a 
town-order;  and  where  the  wagon-paths  jiassed  through 
the  various  lots  of  t’ne  fanners,  as  they  very  frequentlv 
did,  the  Itais  were  to  be  carefully  put  up  after  every 
ingress  and  egress,  under  penalty  of  a fine  for  every 
neglect,  and  the  damages  which  might  result  from 
stray  cattle. 

Four  gates  were  also  put  up  in  the  four  tpiarters  of 
the  town,  at  the  ends  of  the  lanes,  separating  the  com- 
mon pasture-ground  from  the  cultivated  fields.  If  the 
children,  even,  left  these  gates  open,  the  parents  were 
held  responsible  for  the  couserpiences. 

The  streets  through  the  town-square  were  the  first 
opened,  and  were  considered,  in  these  early  times,  re- 
markably fine  roads.  Those  leading  to  the  “ 12  mor- 
gen” and  Unionville  on  the  southwest,  and  to  the 
“Xeck”  or  “General  Corntield”  on  the  east,  were 
scarcely  more  than  simple  wagon-tracks.  But  little 
labor  was  required  in  making  these  roads,  beside  that 
of  cutting  the  trees  or  clearing  the  underbrush,  winch 
covered  this  part  of  the  island. 

The  first  town-record  we  find,  relating  to  highways, 
is  dated  April  21,  1H51,  viz.: 

“ Att  an  assemblie  of  ye  inlKibitauts  of  ye  town  it  was  or- 
dered and  agreed  unto  that  every  inh:iliitant  wlio  is  pi.sM  ^scd 
of  a lu(t  shall  be  ready  to  go  liy  ye  blowing  of  ye  horn  on 


Thursday  ne.xt  to  clear  ye  coiiimon  ways  uppon  ye  pt  una!ii.r 
of  2 gilders  fur  every  one  yt  is  defective.” 

There  is  another  record  <T  a highwaj' laid  out  “ f.> 
and  from  the  Beach,”  dated  Dec.  11,  1800,  e\  idi-ntl  v 
the  prest  lit  road  to  Unionville,  scarcely  twenty  fi-i-t 
wide,  and  known  to  this  day  as  the  “Beach  Lane.” 

Highways  w'ere  freijuently  changed  for  the  accom- 
modation of  individuals;  in  those  days,  a matter  of  m. 
great  labor.  We  find  several  records  like  the  follow- 
ing: 

“March  2.5,  1078.  It  was  propo.sed  in  a legal  meeting,  and 
in  presence  of  Judge  Nicliolas  Stillwell,  unto  ye  inhabitant-, 
and  freeholders  of  our  town,  by  Abraham  Emails,  whether 
ye  said  Abraham  might  take  unto  his  lott  ye  general  high- 
way going  down  to  ye  mill,  and  he  ye  said  Abraham  allow- 
ing to  ye  town  a sutficieut  highway  at  ye  east  side  of  his  lott 
and  more  convenient  to  ye  town,  which  was  consented  umo 
by  ye  pluralitie  of  ye  freeholders.” 

In  the  following  instance  the  town  propose  the  ex- 
change: April  1st,  1097.  The  town  propose  to  ex- 
change w'ith  Nicholas  Stillwell  their  highwav  “ next  t" 
his  habitation  at  the  end  of  our  lane,  he  allowing  unto 
the  town  a sufficient  highway  in  the  same  place  where 
formerly  it  was.” 

As  the  early  highways  cvere  opened  for  the  |iiirpose 
of  reacJiing  more  easily  their  outlying  farm-lots,  r:irher 
than  for  the  convenience  of  travel,  it  would  sometimes 
happen  that  farmers  from  the  neighboring  town-,  to 
save  themselves  time  and  lessen  the  dist.ance  to  the 
point  aimed  at,  would  open  short-cuts  across  their 
neighbors’  tields  without  leave  or  license,  to  the  greut 
damage  of  property.  This  was  done  several  times  i)y 
the  farmers  of  Flatlands  and  Flatbiish,  until  the  pople 
of  Gravesend,  ai  a geiier:d  town-meeting  called  for  the 
purpose,  drcAV  up  and  presented  to  the  above  towns  a 
stroiur  remonstrance  against  such  uriauthurized  na-.'- 
pass;  ami  linally,  in  1G9],  apjiealed  to  the  Court  of 
Sessions  to  confirm  a town-order  making  such  an 
offence  a misdemeanor  and  finable. 

The  records  furnish  a descri]dion,  dated  1696.  of  the 
highway  between  Flatlands  and  New  Utrecht,  which 
would  now'  be  utterly  unknown  but  for  this  record.  It 
seems  to  have  followed  the  line  of  the  towns,  ratlu-r 
than  a tlircct  course,  making  a travel  of  five  miles  nec- 
essary to  accomplish  an  air-line  distance  of  three.  The 
direction  and  width  are  as  folhovs: 

“ Ye  way  from  ye  oml  of  ye  laae  to  Amersfort  is  1 rodds 
in  brea  1th.  aud  from  thence  along  Flatbush  and  New 
Utrecht  fence  one  rodd,  and  at  New  Utreclit  lane  it  takes 
the  breadtli  of  that  lane,  aud  so  runs  till  it  comes  to  our 
lane,  ami  tlien  it  is  three  rodds  breadth,  and  further  between 
every  range  of  lots  is  a way  one  rodd  and  a half.  The  line 
of  ye  highway  to  Amersfort  is  north  .x  east,  about  half  a 
point  north.” 

At  a very  early  date,  also,  prob;ibly  not  long  after 
the  abot  e,  anothrr  road  w;is  opciieil,  running  eiist  and 
west,  through  the  northern  p;irt  of  the  town,  fr.>m  Flat- 
lands  to  New  Ft  rccht,  w hich  luis  been  known,  b r a i-.-n- 
tury  at  hast,  ;is  the  “King'.-  liighw.iy,"  and,  like  all 
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n [STORY  or  THE  TO  WE  OF  ORA  YESES  I >. 


roads  of  that  period,  is  narrow  and  winds  about  in  a 
most  arbitrary  manner. 

Rider acenm^,  in  tlie  northern  part  of  tlie  town,  running 
from  Gravesend  avenue  to  the  (,’oney  Island  avenue, 
was  opened  about  1S50  or  ’,51  ; and  Rldi  ds  hjiie^  in  the 
extreme  eastern  part,  exteiiding  from  the  “Xcek”  road 
to  King’s  highway,  was  ojumed  about  1831.  They  are 
both  narrow  streets. 

Coney  Island  Causeway. — ^Previous  to  1823,  in 
order  to  reach  Coney  Island,  it  was  necessary  to  ford 
the  Coney  Island  creek,  which  could  be  done  only  when 
the  tide  was  out.  To  meet  the  need  of  a good  high- 
w.ay  to  the  shore,  a company  was  formed  by  act  of  the 
legislature,  passed  March  22,  1823,  whose  corporate 
litli-  \eas  “The  Coney  Island  Piblge  and  Koail  Com- 
p.uiy."  Their  capital  stock  was  8o,0oo.  :dl  jciid  ; 3(to 
shares  at  820  per  share.  \"an  lirunt  JUagaw,  George 
Stillwell,  Garret  Stryker,  Jacobus  Lakes  and  Lawrence 
Ryder  W'ere  appointed  a commission  “ to  lay  out  a 
causeway  from  Gravesend  village  to  the  sea-shore.” 
This  w'as  a continuation,  toward  the  south,  of  the 
street  originally  laid  out  through  the  village-center. 
The  company,  by  1824,  had  their  causeway  constructed 
over  the  meadow,  their  bridge  built,  their  toll-gate 
erected,  and  everything  in  running  order.  Van  Brunt 
Magaw  was  elected  first  president,  and  John  Terhtine 
secretary  and  treasurer,  and  hehl  their  respective 
offices  for  sixteen  years;  when,  September  4,  1839, 
James  W.  Cropsey  wais  elected  president,  and  B.  I. 
Ryder  secretary  and  treasurer.  The  road  subsequently 
came  into  the  hands  of  Mr.  John  Lefferts,  of  Flatbush, 
by  the  purchase  of  the  stock  ; he  kept  the  road  in  re- 
pair and  collected  the  toll,  until  about  the  year  187G, 
when  it  was  purchased  by  Andrew  R.  Culver,  president 
of  the  Prospect  I’ark  and  Coney  Island  railroad.  The 
road  is  still  in  good  condition,  although  sometimes 
covered  by  the  high  tides.  It  has  virtually  ce’ased  to 
be  a toll-road. 

Gravesend  Avenue. — In  183S  an  eifort  was  made 
to  o}»en  a free  road,  four  rods  wide,  “ from  the  Coney 
Bland  Bridge  road,  m tlie  town  of  Gravesend,  over  the 
town  of  Flatbush  to  the  Clove  in  Flatbush  hill,  at  the 
Patent-line  between  the  towns  of  Flatbush  and  Brook- 
lyn.” This  was  an  extension  to  the  north  of  the  village- 
center  road,  as  the  Cune\'  Island  eauseiway  was  an  ex- 
tension towards  the  south,  and  met  with  considerable 
opj)Osition. 

It  was  four  rods  wide,  for  about  two  miles  from  the 
village,  and  then  terminated  in  a narrow  lane  as  it 
turned  towards  the  north-east,  and  passed  into  the  town 
of  Flatbush. 

This  street,  in  1875,  by  act  of  the  legislature,  was 
widened  to  100  feet,  and  extemds  directly  north  to  the 
city-line  of  Brooklyn,  where  its  connects  with  2oth  st. 
It  cost  the  abutting  |m>pcKty-owners  in  the  town  of 
Gr.avesend  about  8lo,oOO  fm'  tlu  -c  impf'O  (.'ment',  ami 
it  is  now  known  as  Graveseinl  avenue. 


Coney  island  Plank  Road,  extimling  from  15th 
Street,  Brooklyn  city-line,  to  Coney  Island,  with  a toll- 
gate  at  each  extremity  of  the  road,  was  surveyed  by 
lion,  'funis  G.  Bergi-n,  ami  map  tiled  October  12,  l'*49. 
In  1850  it  was  laid  out,  (i(j  feet  w ide,  completed,  and 
long  known  as  tbe  Flu  ml  Road.  After  ten 

twelve  years’  service,  the  planks  were  renujved  and  the 
road  tunipiked.  It  was  the  main  thoroughfare  to  Coney 
Island  for  many  years,  or  until  the  conqjietiou  of  the 
Boulevard.  It  was  often  thronged,  of  a tine  aftr  rnoon 
in  summer,  with  every  description  of  carriages  and 
horses  ; and  was  noted  as  the  drive  where  the  sporting- 
men  of  twenty  years  ago  were  accustomed  to  exhibit 
the  tine  (jualities  of  their  tluu'oughbreds. 

On  A[  .av  11th,  l''(',9,  in;  amendat(jry  act  was  passed 
‘ wiilening  rhis  ri>ad  i"  lot;  feet,  and  an  a-'e-'tiieiit  laid 
u])On  the  [troperty  along  the  street  in  1871.  'fhe  next 
vear,  1872,  the  woi'k  was  acconqilished  ; people  were 
warned  to  set  back  their  fences,  ami  the  large  assess- 
ment was  collected.  But,  of  all  the  money  levied  and 
collected,  not  one  dollar  was  ever  expended  to  put  the 
road  in  proper  condition,  ami  the  few  w ho  refused  to 
move  their  fences  have  never  been  compelled  to  do  it 
to  this.  day.  'J'his  road  is  now  known  upon  the  county 
map  as  Coney  Island  avenue. 

The  Neck  Road  to  Shcepshead  Bay  was,  in  1SG5. 
extended  and  w ideiicd  from  a narrow  lane  to  a width 
corresponding  to  the  increasing  growth  and  travel  of 
the  town.  AV  m.  II.  Stillwell,  suiweyor. 

In  the  year  18  76,  Gtuh  street  was  o[>ened,  beginning 
at  Gravesend  avenue  and  terminating  on  3d  avenue. 
South  Brooklyn. 

A year  or  so  later  S6th  street  was  opened.  This 
street  begins  on  the  old  Coney  Island  caust>w  ay,  south 
of  the  village,  ami  rims  in  a direct  course  thivnigh  New 
Utrecht  to  Fort  Hamilton.  These  streets  are  all  down 
in  the  recent  county  survey,  and  are  60  feet  w iile. 

Ocean  Avenge. — It  extends  from  the  A\  illink  en- 
trance of  Prospect  Park,  Brooklyn,  to  the  .Vtlantic 
Ocean:  lOo  feet  wide  and  a little  over  five  miles  long. 
It  allords  the  eastern  jiart  of  the  t<jwn  of  (Iraveseml, 

I especiallv  Shecj'shcad  Bay,  a bi  aiitiful  and  convenient 
dri\ e direct  to  Brooklyn,  'fhere  is  a strong  probabil- 
itv  that  the  inlet  at  the  bay  will  be  bridged,  making 
^Manhattan  Beach  its  sotithci  n terminus. 

It  is,  without  doubt,  the  chcajiest  road  ot  its  kind 
1 ever  built  in  Kings  county.  'fhe  commissioners  all 
being  men  of  honoi-able  standing  in  the  towns  interested, 
and  thenisehes  owners  of  abutting  property,  were 
' therefore  careful  that  no  extravagant  outlays  should  be 
I made.  It  was  located  liy  an  act  of  the  legislature, 
April  19,  1871;  the  map  tiled  July  3d,  H75;  and  the 
road  completed  in  1870.  'fhe  sidewalks  are  laid  out 
lifteen  feet  wide,  ami  the  roa<lway  se\ eiit y leet.  The 
contract  for  construction  was  812. ">00;  the  cost  of 
reiiiiiv  iiig  biiihling'.  law  and  itieid-  tita!  e\ p' n-,  s.  mak- 
ing the  sum  tot.d  -81.5,000.  Mo  public  w oi'k  ot  such  ex- 
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lent  li;is  I'Vi'r  been  dniu'  in  tliis  part  of  the  eouritry  at 
,so  little  t‘Xp('iise.  Tin-  eonimissioturs  were  lienjamin 
G.  Hitchinos,  Kobort  .Magaw,  ami  Pliilip  S.  Crook. 
’The  siifterintenderit  of  surve}'  was  Samuel  MeKlroy. 

Ocean  Parkway. — ^^'e  come  tiiially  to  speak  of 
Ocean  Parkwa}%  fidly  acknowledged  to  be  the  finest 
drive  in  America.  It  is  simply  the  e.xteiision  of  Pros- 
pect Park,  in  one  broad  magnificent  aveime  to  the  At- 
lantic Ocean.  The  idea  of  a drive  on  such  a grand 
scale,  for  the  benefit  of  Brooklyn  and  New  York,  had 
its  origin  in  the  fertile  brain  of  ,T.  S.  T.  Stranalian,  then 
president  of  the  Park  Commissioners  of  Brooklyn.  Aj)- 
plication  was  m.ade  to  the  legislature,  and  an  act  passed 
May  11,  18G9,  amended  31ay  14,  1872,  giving  to  the 
Brooklyn  I’ark  Commissioners  the  necessary  authority 
to  “layout,  open,  ami  improve  a public  highway  or 
avenue  from  Prospect  I*ark,  in  the  City  of  Brooklyn, 
towards  C’oncy  Island,  to  the  lamB  of  the  I’rospect 
Park  Fair  Grounds  Association.”  The  understanding 
was,  that  while  it  stopped  at  King’s  liighway,  in 
Gravesend,  for  the  present,  it  should  ultimately  be  con- 
tinued to  Coney  Island.  It  was  therefore  rightly  called 
“ Ocean  Parkway.” 

The  whole  affair  was  placed  in  the  hands,  and  under 
the  full  control,  of  the  Park  Commissioners,  with  power 
to  fix  the  assessment  district  and  levy  all  necessary  as- 
sessments for  the  opening  and  construction  of  the  road. 
The  construction  of  this  jiart  of  the  avenue  was  begun 
in  1874,  and  completed  at  the  beginning  of  the  follow- 
ing year.  The  extension  from  King's  highway  to  the 
ocean  was  begun  in  the  early  spring  of  187G,  and 
Kovember  18th,  of  this  year,  the  completed  road,  from 
Prospect  Park  to  Coney  Island,  was  thrown  o])en  to  the 
public.  The  whole  length  of  the  road  is  five  and  one- 
h.df  miles  to  the  concourse,  with  a continuous  width  of 
210  feet,  and  a reserve  of  thirty  feet  on  the  outside 
lines  of  the  avenue;  upon  which,  according  to  the  legis- 
lative act,  “no  buildings  or  other  erections,  except 
porches,  piazzas,  fences,  fountains  and  statuary,  shall 
remain  or  bo  at  any  time  placed  ; which  space  on  each 
side  of  the  avenue,  and  in  addition  thereto,  shall  be  used 
for  court-yards  only,  and  may  be  planted  with  trees, 
shrubbery,  and  otherwise  ornamented,  at  the  discretion 
of  the  respective  owners  or  occupants  thereof  ; but 
such  use  and  ornamentation  shall  be  under  the  direction 
of  the  said  Park  Commissioners.”  The  center-road,  de- 
voted to  jdeasure-driving,  is  seventy  feet  wide.  Side- 
roads  on  each  side  the  center-drive,  twenty-five  feet  ; 
and  sidewalks,  each  fifteen  feet.  Between  the  main 
road  and  the  two  side-roads  is  reserved  a space  of 
thirty  feet  for  ornamentati<m.  Six  rows  of  trees  adorn 
the  avenue,  one  on  each  side  of  the  three  drives.  The 
assessment-district  was  laid  at  1050  feet  on  each  side 
the  avenue.  The  parkway  contains  about  125  acres. 
The  road  terminates  at  ther  beach  in  what  is  known  as 
“ The  Concourse.”  This  consists  of  an  area  2720  feet 
in  length,  and  running  1000  feet  back  from  high-water 


! line.  A beautiful  drive  has  been  constructed  across  it 
i lengtliwise,  seventy-five  feet  wide,  with  a sidewalk 
j twenty-five  feet  on  the  ocean  side,  and  the  whole  eov- 
I i red  with  asphalt  ])avemcnt.  Two  shelters  hav<-  bc.-n 
I built  in  the  centre  of  this  cimeourse,  one  on  each  si  Ic 
of  the  spot  where  the  road  enters  it.  Tlu‘so  are  each 
seventy-five  feet  long  and  twenty-five  feet  wide,  and 
I open  toward  the  sea,  giving  a most  beautiful  and  unin- 
terrupted view  of  the  ocean  and  the  ojiening  of  the 
j “ Narrows.”  Tile  cost  of  this  boulevard  is  .something 
j startling,  esj>ecially  to  those  who  wore  eompellod  to  bear 
I the  larger  part  of  it.  The  following  is  a copy  of  tin- 
' figures  taken  from  the  books  of  the  County  Treasun  r, 

I ^ ’ 

I by  3Ir.  Martin  Schoonmaker  : Cost  of  opening,  -82G5,- 
1 705  ; Cost  of  construction,  8295,525.  This  covers  the 
I expense  of  avenue  only  from  Prospect  Park  to  King's 
! highway,  'rhe  cost  of  opening  the  avenue,  viz.,  -82G5.- 
705,  was  paid  entirely  by  the  property-owners  within 
the  assessment-district,  as  follows  : 8i08,0GS  in  cash  ; 
'$157,637  in  land,  for  which  the  owners  did  not  receive 
one  cent.  To  meet  the  expense  of  construction,  viz  : 
$295,525,  the  county  of  Kings  was  authorized  by  ti  e 
legislature  to  issue  bonds  to  the  amount  of  $300,000, 
bearing  interest  at  the  rate  of  seven  pier  cent.,  to  be 
paid  on  or  before  the  expiration  of  ten  years,  the  inter- 
est payable  semi-annually.  Reckoning  the  interest  on 
the  cost  of  construction  for  ten  years,  at  seven  per  cem. 
we  shall  find  the  whole  cost  of  the  avenue,  from  Pros- 
pect Park  to  the  King’s  highway  (the  section  first  built), 
will  reach  the  enormous  total  of  $768,097.50. 

The  cost  of  the  extension  from  King’s  highway  to  the 
ocean,  though  much  less  per  lineal  foot  than  that  fir?t 
constructed,  was  : Amount  levied  for  opening  (for  lands 
I taken,  including  awards),  over  $100,000  ; Cost  of  im- 
I proveiuent,  grading,  etc.,  $75,000. 

This,  v.'ith  interest,  added  to  the  cost  of  the  first 
section,  would  swell  the  total  cost  of  the  tive-and-a-half 
miles  of  Ocean  parkway  and  concourse  to  about  one 
mill  ion  dollars. 

The  property-owners  within  the  assessment-district 
earnestly  ami  j)ersistently  })etitioned  the  legislature  to 
relieve  them  from  this  heavv  burden,  which  amounteil 
I virtuallv  to  a confiscation  of  their  property  ; for  the 
I 1,000  acres,  more  or  less,  which  were  assessed  to  [lay 
i $375,000  for  constructing  the  whole  length,  with  inter- 
I est,  if  sold  by  public  auction,  would  not  jiaythe  atnount 
I kn  ied  upon  them.  No  relief  was  obtained,  however, 
j mail  1882,  when  the  legislature  passed  a law,  laying 
I two-thirds  of  the  amount  to  be  raised  upon  the  eouiay 
I of  Kings,  and  the  other  third  upon  the  property  bene- 
j fitted.  This  gave  general  satisfaction,  and  the  people, 
j glad  to  be  free<l  from  this  overshadowing  burden,  gladly 
I paid  the  one-third  cost  which  was  levied  upon  them. 

I The  amended  act  of  1872,  section  11,  reads  as  follows  : 
“After  tlie  said  avemu'  shall  have  been  opened,  the 
I said  avenue,  togellur  with  the  court-yard.--  fronting 
' theri'on,  shall  be  under  the  exelu-iive  charge  ami  man- 
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HTSTORV  OF  TlfE  TO  MW  OF  ORA  VFSEXU. 


ageinciit  of  the  said  I’ark  CoiiiruissioruTS,  and  they  nhall  i 
make  and  enforce  rides  and  regulations  for  the  projier  , 
use  tiiereof,  * * * * its  subsequent  maintenance  shall 
h(!  a charge  upon  the  city  of  Brooklyn,’’  In  accord-  1 
ance  with  this  provision,  in  iNlarch,  ls,s;q  the  Park  Com-  | 
missioners  passed  a law  compelling  heavy  wagons  to  ; 
leave  the  center-drive  for  the  side-roads,  but  a strong  ; 
police-force  will  be  necessary  to  carry  it  into  etFect.  I 
Xotwithstanding  its  great  width  and  three  <lrives,  it  is 
hardly  too  wide  to  accommodate  the  vast  number  of 
carriages  that  throng  it  every  jdeasant  summer  after- 
noon. The  common  verdict  is,  that  no  finer  drive  of  its 
length  can  be  found  in  this  country. 

The  same  session  of  the  legislature  which  passed  the 
Ocean  Parkway  act,  passed  another,  appointing  com- 
missioners for  laying  out  streets  and  mapping  the  towns 
of  Kings  county.  In  1870  this  (mmraission  began  ac-  j 
tive  operations,  and  completed  the  wor’k  in  about  three 
years.  Conso<iuently  we  fiml  our  town  covered  with 
streets  and  avenues  on  the  county  map,  in  many 
instances  sorely  conflicting  with  the  existing  order  of 
streets.  To  meet  the  present  pressing  demand  for 
building-lots,  many  land-owners  have  opened  these 
legalized  streets  upon  their  property  ; and  others  are 
opening  streets  which  suit  the  situation  of  their  land, 
without  regard  to  the  county  survey.  So  we  expect  it 
will  continue  until  all  our  farming-land  is  turned  into 
building-lots,  and  we  become  a constituent  jiart  of  what 
is  destined  to  bo  the  largest  city  in  the  world. 

Post-Offices. — Previous  to  the  year  1842  all  mail 
matter  intended  for  Gravesend  was  sent  to  the  Flat-  i 
bush  post-oflice,  and  from  there  obtained  by  individuals, 
as  best  they  could.  It  was  considered,  in  those  days, 
a neighborly  duty  for  any  one  who  happened  to  pass 
the  office  to  call  for  the  letters  intended  for  his  neigh- 
borhood, and  see  that  they  were  delivered  at  his  earli- 
est convenience.  Sometimes,  however,  the  stage-driver 
was  pressed  into  the  service  and  maile  to  do  extra  duty 
as  postman.  In  the  same  manner,  also,  letters  were 
taken  to  Flatbush  to  be  mailed. 

The  probability  is  that  few  letters  were  written  or 
received  in  Gravesend  for  the  first  200  years.  The  peo- 
ple lived  maiidy  within  themselves.  They  married 
mostly  among  their  own  relatives  and  towns-people, 
and  quietly  settled  down  where  they  were  born,  very 
few  having  relatives  more  than  a day's  journey  from 
their  homes;  and,  since  their  business  was  mostly  done 
in  Brooklyn  or  New  York,  they  had  very  little  occasion 
to  communicate  by  letter  with  the  outside  world.  But  ^ 
the  time  at  length  came  when  a larger  correspondence 
became  necessary,  and  when  this  slow  ami  often  uncer- 
tain means  of  communicating  with  the  post-oflice  be- 
caTP.e  very  irksome  to  the  people.  j 

Therefore,  in  the  y('ar  184  8,  upon  petition  of  the  j 
people,  and  thianigh  the  influence  of  the  late  Henry  G. 
Murphy,  who  was  then  serving  his  first  ti  rm  in  Con- 
gress, a post-office  was  established  at  Gravesend,  and  ■ 


Mr.  IMartin  Schoonmaki'r  was  .qypointed  tin-  fir^r  po-t- 
master,  keeping  the  (jfHi.-e  in  his  .store,  next  to  the  Re- 
formed church,  on  Gravesend  avenue.  After  serving 
as  post-master  ten  or  twelve  years,  he  resigne-I,  ami 
.Mr.  Gilliert  Hicks,  then  a young  man,  was  .ip[.oint"  i to 
succeed  him,  July  12,  18.74. 

Mr.  Hicks  retained  the  office  for  several  years,  when 
he  removed  to  Flatbush,  and  w;is  f<;r  many  years,  till 
1882,  the  aide  and  faithful  post-master  of  that  village. 
3Ir.  John  Bergen,  tiien  the  village  nu-rchant,  succeeded 
Mr.  ilieks.  He  continued  in  otlice  until  .Inly  18,  18d9, 
when  Dr.  R.  L.  Van  Kleek  was  insialled  as  his  suc- 
cessor, and  still  holds  the  position. 

It  speaks  well  for  the  jiopularity  of  Dr.  Van  Kleek, 
that,  being  a [)ronounce<l  deim>crat  in  politics,  he  was 
yet  appointed  by,  and  has  so  long  retained  his  position 
under,  a republican  administr.ition,  having  notv  entered 
Ujton  his  fourteenth  otlicial  year.  During  his  term  of 
service  the  business  and  efficiency  of  the  office  have 
been  largely  increased.  It  is  now  doing  a thriving 
business,  e.specially  in  summer,  owing  to  the  large  num- 
ber of  summer-resiilents. 

In  1800  another  post-office  was  established  in  town 
at  “ Hotel  Brighton,”  on  Brighton  Beach;  but  this  was 
iliscontinuetl  after  a trial  of  one  season.  A system  of 
lanip-j)ost  boxes  was  established  at  the  same  time,  con- 
fiued  ■wholly  to  the  Coney  Bland  district,  and  tldm  -till 
continues  in  operation.  Tiie  letters  are  regularly  c ;- 
lected  and  distributed  'lady  by  a city  carrier.  For  this 
purpose  the  post-office  department  ajipropriates  -800" 
annually.  The  whole  arrangement  is  under  the  imme- 
diate supervision  of  the  Brooklyn  Post-Office. 

A third  post-office  has  also  been  established  iii  t’ne 
eastern  part  of  the  town,  in  the  flourishing  village  of 
Sheepshcad  Bav.  There  has  been  here  such  rapi-I 
growth  in  population,  within  the  last  three  or  foiu'  vear-^. 
that  the  distance  of  a mile  and  a half  to  the  Graves-rud 
Post-Office  seemed  an  unnecessary  tax  upon  their  time 
and  patience,  and  so  a post-office  in  this  village  became 
a public  necessity.  Consequently  their  petition  f«-r 
one  was  favorably  con-<idi‘re<l,  and,  in  July,  1582,  Dr. 
James  F.  IMorg.an  was  appointed  first  post-ma.-'ti-r. 

Public  Schools. — Whatever  interest  may  have  at- 
tached to  the  subject  of  educati<m,  and  however  imp.n  t- 
ant  it  mav  h.ix'v-  appeared  t«'  the  early  settlers,  ti.eir 
a<lvantages  in  this  direction  weia- . necessarih'  liuu-ed 
for  m;uiv  year-,  owing  to  the  dillienlties  presente  i by 
the  unsettled  c>)ndition  of  things  around  them.  It  i.> 
fair  to  presume,  howevi-r,  that  when  the  increa-e  in 
j)0})ulation  made  such  a step  nec-essary,  they  met  the 
wants  of  the  rising  geiier.ition  with  such  facilities  for 
learning  as  the  nei-ds  of  the  hour  n-qiiired,  ami  their 
circumstances  would  permit. 

However,  it  was  not  until  almut  eighty  years  after 
the  flr.>t  settlement  of  the  town  tliat  we  tind  any  •lefi- 
nite  attempt  to  .-^tabli-h  a permam-nt  imbti,---, 
sy.stun.  Then,  a jc)int  steck  coiiip.iny  c-f  n;t..,t.-;,  '^•  v- 
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HOMS  was  formed,  and  an  acre  of  ground  purchased, 
with  a house  already  upon  it,  to  be  devoted  exclusively 
and  forever  to  public  instruction.  We  have  before  us 
tlie  original  deed  of  this  house  and  ground,  found 
among  the  old  town-papers. 

Its  date  and  heading  are  as  follows  ; 

The  eighth  (fay  of  April,  in  the  first  year  of  the 
Keign  of  our  Sovereign  Lord,  George  the  Second,  and  in 
the  year  of  our  Lord  seventeen  hundred  and  twenty- 
eight.”  It  was  given  by  Jacobus  Emans,  atid  was 
signed,  sealed  and  delivered,  in  the  presence  of  Aaron 
Emans  and  Samuel  Hubbard,  as  witnesses. 

This  deed  describes  the  property  as  “ one  house  and 
two  garden  spotts,”  and  is  given  to  the  “ freeholders 
and  inhabitants  of  Gravesend,  whose  names  are  signed 
upon  the  back  side  hereof,  to  be  used  and  employed  to 
the  use  of  a school  by  the  owners  thereof  at  all  times 
forever  hereafter,  and  for  no  other  use  or  employment 
whatsoever.” 

It  bounds  the  property  “ on  the  south  by  Nicholas 
Williamson,  on  the  north  by  highway,  west  by  high- 
wav,  and  east  by  the  common  yard,  containing  one  acre, 
be  it  more  or  less.” 

The  “ common  yard  ” was  an  acre  in  the  center  of 
each  square,  to  which  reference  has  already  been  made, 
where  the  cattle  of  the  settlers  w'ere  herded  for  the 
night  for  safe-keeping.  A gate  opened  into  this  “ com- 
mon yard”  from  the  rear  of  each  dwelling,  for  the 
ereater  convenience  of  the  house-holders. 

The  boundary  of  this  school-lot  fi.xes  its  precise  loca- 
tion where  the  town-hall  now  stands.  On  the  back  of 
this  venerable  document  are  the  names  of  the  nineteen 
purchasers,  with  the  sum  each  was  to  pay  as  his  pro- 
portion. Attached  to  it  is  the  following  memorandum  : 
“Eighth  day  of  April,  anno  1728,  memorandum  that 
the  persons  whose  names  are  hereinunder  signed,  are 
the  owners  of  the  within-named  house  and  garden-spots, 
each  one  to  have  Right  according  to  the  value  of  money 
he  hath  paid,  as  doth  appear  in  proportion  as  is  herein- 
under noted  down.”  The  consideration  in  this  transfer 
was  £19. 

This  school-house  accommodated  the  town  for  sixty 
years;  when,  in  1788,  a new  and  larger  building  was 
erected  upon  the  same  site.  It  was  a low,  one-story 
wooden  structure  about  25x35  feet,  Avithout  the  slightest 
attempt  at  architectural  di.sj)lay,  and  has  been,  until 
within  a few  years,  a familiar  landmark  of  the  town. 
The  date  of  its  erection  is  ascertained  from  the  follow- 
ing receipts  in  the  town-clerk’s  office.  The  first  is  as 
follows:  “Received,  Gravesend,  27  Aug.  1788,  of 
Roger  Strong  thirty-six  shillings  and  three  pence,  in 
fidl,  for  the  freight  of  boards,  shingles,  &c.,  bought  for 
the  school-house  in  said  town,  }>er  me,  John  West,” 
The  second  is  dated  in  January  of  the  following  year, 
and  is  for  work  doin'  on  the  new  school-house  : “ Re- 
ceived, X('w  Utrecht,  15  Jan.  1780,  of  Capt.  Isaac 
Dciiyse,  fourteen  shillings  and  sixpense  in  full  for 


work  done  to  Gravesend  school-house,  per  me,  Johanes 
Johnson.” 

This  building  is  still  in  existence  ; it  was  used  for  a 
school-house  for  about  fifty  y<3ars,  when  a new  site  n as 
purchased  and  a new  house  erected.  It  was  then,  bv 
common  consent,  turned  into  a town-hall,  where  the 
public  business  of  the  town  was  transacted  ; althou'.:h 
this,  as  we  have  seen,  was  in  direct  violation  of  the  pro- 
visions of  the  original  deed.  It  continued  to  serve  this 
purpose  for  about  thirty-five  years  longer,  when  it  was 
considered  too  small  and  mean  in  appearance  to  serve 
the  needs  of  a rapidly-growing  town.  Thus  it  stood  on 
one  of  the  most  puVdic  sites  in  all  the  town,  a familiar 
object  to  the  eyes  of  nearly  three  generations.  The 
inJupping-po-^t  and  public  stocks,  which  formerly  stood 
beside  it,  had  long  since  disappeared,  leaving  the  old 
building  alone  to  tell  the  story  of  the  j)ast. 

However,  in  the  year  1873  the  old  house  was  sold  to 
give  place  to  the  present  large  and  commodious  town- 
hall,  and  it  was  purchased  at  public  sale  by  Charles  M. 
Ryder  for  $26.50  ; moved  to  his  property  near  bv,  and 
fitted  for  a tenement-house.  And  thus  keeping,  for  the 
most  part,  its  old  outward  form  and  appearance,  after 
almost  a hundred  years,  we  find  it  still  doing  faithful 
service  in  furnishing  shelter  to  this  remote  generation. 

In  1838,  as  before  mentioned,  a new  school-.site  wa-> 
purchased  of  Cornelius  Emans,  on  the  north-west  side 
of  the  tOAvn-square,  and  a iioav  school-house  erected  bet- 
ter suited  to  the  needs  of  the  district.  In  1874  it  Avas 
enlarged  by  the  addition  of  a Aving,  to  be  used  for  a 
primary-department.  Thus  stands  iJistrict  N'o.  1 to-day, 
Avith  a good  school-building,  a primary  and  gnimmar- 
department,  tAvo  teachers,  and  a large  number  of 
scholars. 

Teachers. — The  folloAving  list  is  taken  from  the  old 
records,  supplemented  by  the  memory  of  seA'eral  of  the 
oldest  inhabitants,  and  the  names  given  as  nearly  as 
possible  in  the  order  of  their  service. 

Messrs.  Proctor  ; Garahan  ; Parnardus  C.  Lake;  Pat- 
rick Noonan  ; Benj.  IMercer  ; David  Turnbull  ; John- 
son ; Abram  Emmans  ; John  Wyckoff  ; Charles  Good- 
rich ; Richard  Kyles  ; Di-.  C.  H.  Schnopps  ; James  INI. 
Pulton  ; Spafford  ; Brown  ; Pillings  ; Geo.  Berget  ; 
Norton;  Edwanl  Jb'njamin;  RoAvell  ; Reipiay;  Bates; 
"Win.  II.  Stillwell  ; Andrew  liegeman  ; Gilbert  H. 
'Wickham  ; Lc  Grand  Payne. 

Assistant  Teachers  Avere  i\Iiss  Aletta  Ditmars  and 
M iss  Nellie  Storm. 

Judge  Wickham  was  for  21  years  the  faithful  teacher 
of  this  school,  until  the  close  of  IS 76,  Avhen  he  resigned 
to  take  the  position  of  Associate  Justice  of  the  Court 
of  Sessions.  In  1877  Mr.  Payne  became  principal,  Avith 
IMiss  Storm  as  assistant,  and  they  still  retain  their  posi- 
tions. 

District  Xo.  — In  18ll  it  became  necessary,  for  the 
greater  convenience  of  the  sjiroading  population,  to  di- 
vide the  district,  or  create  a new  one  in  tlie  easteni  part 
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of  tlie  town.  Accordingly  the  residents  in  that  neigh- 
hnrhood  coinhiiied  t<igetlicr  for  the  erection  ol  a new 
st  liool-lion.se.  Land  was  )nirchase<l  of  Mr.  Isaac  De- 
nyse  ; a building  erected  ISx.'iO  feet,  and  paid  for  hy 
suhscrijition.  In  l'^47,  to  meet  the  demainl  tor  more 
room,  an  addition  of  10  feet  was  made  to  the  length  of 
the  house,  at  a cost  of  some  *200,  makin,  a long,  low 
building,  uninviting  in  external  ajipearance,  and  very 
gloomy  within.  Therefore,  one  row  of  seats  only  was 
made  next  to  and  facing  the  wall  ; thus  enabling  the 
pupil  to  give  his  undivided  attention  to  his  studies; 
while  at  the  same  time  it  afforded  the  teacher  tiie  oppor-  j 
tunity  to  keep,  unobserved,  a watchful  eye  over  .those  | 
who  were  more  inclined  to  be  mischievous  than  studious. 
TJiis  old  building  continued  to  serve  the  purpose  of  a 
school-house  till  1S79,  when  it  was  abandoned  for  the 
new  one. 

The  deed  of  the  lot  was  made  out  in  the  name  of  IMr. 
John  S.  Garretson,  and  it  remains  in  possession  of  his 
heirs  to-day. 

In  1879  a new  site  was  purchased  on  Ocean  avenue, 
and  a large  and  convenient  school-house  built,  which 
does  credit  to  the  district.  It  is  a two-story  wooden 
building,  35x55  feet,  well  painted,  and  kejit  in  good 
repair.  Jacobus  Voorhees  Avas  the  architect  and 
builder.  Its  cost  Avas  *2.700.  T-ai'hers.  of  this  school, 
from  the  beginning,  have  been  Messrs.  John  D.  Wat- 
kins; 3Iartin;  Mercer;  Benson;  John  S.  Fulton;  Isaac 
S.  Perry;  R.  II.  Stanton;  .Joulon;  Gorman;  Edmund 
Williams;  AV.  II.  StillAvell;  Kelley;  P.  D.  Voorliees;  B. 
F.  I^add;  Rev.  Charles  Battersby;  William  A'raden- 
burgh;  BroAvn;  Rev.  . I.  II.  Battersby;  .John  B.  France; 
A.  II.  Battersby;  Johannes  KouAvenhoven  and  EdAA'ard 
Bennett.  The  two  latter  are  noAV  in  charge  of  the 
school. 

Districts  Xo.  J mul  4-  Application  Avas  made  Octo- 
ber 25th,  1870,  for  a division  of  District  No.  1,  and  the 
establishment  of  a separate  district  in  the  A'illage  of 
Unionville;  and  also,  at  the  same  time,  for  a division  of 
District  No.  2,  and  a ncAv  school  opened  at  Sheepshead 
Bay.  Mr.  Voorhees  Overbaugh,  Avho  Avas  then  .school- 
commissioner,  granted  the  application  and  set  off  from 
District  No.  1,  the  Unionville  District,  called  No.  3. 

A neat  one-story  school-house  was  at  once  built  in  a 
cedar-grove,  and  for  the  past  tAvelve  years  has  been  in 
a flourishing  condition.  The  names  of  the  teachers  are 
as  follows:  A.  Ketcham;  Reynolds;  Miss  Addie  Sin- 
derin;  Aliss  Elizabeth  Campbell;  Wm.  Sj»an;  3Iiss 
Maggie  Thompson;  Aliss  Kate  A'^oorhees;  Benjamin 
AA'allace,  and  Miss  Cora  Alorris — the  two  last  named 
noAv  in  charge  of  the  school. 

In  the  same  year  Air.  Overbaugh  divided  District 
No.  2,  making  a new  one  at  Sheepshead  Bay,  called 
Xo.  The  old  AI.  E.  church  building  was  purchased 
October  31st,  1870,  by  the  new  trustees,  and  a schon] 
immediately  st.artcd  This  'uTangmnent  ('ontinued  un- 
til the  year  l'^78,  when  (Otrolx  i-  |>t)  a new  une-stnr\ 


! building  w,as  completed  on  a new  .-^ite  upon  the  same 
avenue.  This  house  Avas  neat  in  appearance,  and 
ample  for  the  accommo'lation  of  the  district.  The 
trustees,  by  a system  of  wise  economy,  while  mainrain- 
ing  a first-grade  school,  at  the  same  time  h.ave  save>i 
money  enough  fnmi  the  annu.al  toAvn-allowance,  and  the 
State  money,  to  pay  (‘very  dollar  of  tlfeir  indebtednes' 
for  the  ncAV  house,  Avithout  tax  upon  the  district.  The 
following  teachers  have  been  here  empdoyed:  Rev.  Air. 
Alorris;  Rcw.  .1.  II.  Battersby;  John  B.  France,  and 
the  pre.sent  teacher,  Isaac  AIcKano. 

District  Xo.  J.  In  1874  a branch  school  from  Dis- 
trict No.  1,  and  under  the  care  of  the  trustees,  Avas  es- 
tablished at  Conev  Island,  and  an  extra  alloAvance  of 
*500  was  made  to  the  district  for  its  support.  The 
school  Avas  first  held  in  the  little  Union  Chapel,  for- 
merly built  for  religious  services,  but  Avhich  at  thi<  time 
was  unoccupied.  In  1870  the  tOA\  n appropriated  -*.500 
for  its  purchase,  Avhich  Avas  accordingly  done.  In  1678 
ap>plication  was  made  fiy  the  residents  of  Coney  Bland 
to  be  set  off  as  a district  by  themselves.  The  applica- 
tion Avas  granted  by  the  school-commissioner,  C.  AVarren 
Hamilton.  They  immi'diately  elected  trustees  from 
their  own  number,  and  took  matters  into  their  own 
hands.  The  chapel  continued  to  lie  used  for  school 
purposes  untd  the  year  18S2.  In  the  early  ]iart  of  this 
year  a beautiful  tivo-story  house  was  erected,  with 
blinds  and  a handsome  cupola,  at  a cost  of  some  •JS.i  'chi. 
The  work  Avas  done  by  our  enter]iri,>ing  builder  and 
tOAvn  supervisor,  .lohn  A.  AIcKane.  This  is  one  of  tlie 
largest  and  finest  schooi-buihlings  in  town. 

District  Xo.  <i. — Aliout  the  same  time  another 
school  Avas  started  in  South  Greentiehl,  the  northern 
part  of  the  toAvn,  as  a liranch  of  District  No.  2,  and 
*500  Avere  animally  appropriated  to  carry  on  the  ivork. 
In  187S  or  1879  thi-^  portion  of  the  toAvn  Ava.-.  upon 
apjdication,  set  off  from  District  No.  2,  and  as>umed 
the  dignity  of  a school-district,  knoAvn  as  Wo.  d.  The 
trustees  very  soon  built  a fine,  Iwo-storv  brick  scLool- 
housc,  Avhich,  from  an  architectural  point  of  view,  i.s, 
Avithout  (h>ubt,  the  handsomest  jmblic  building  we  have- 
in  tOAvn.  The  cost,  when  furnished,  Avill  probablv  not 
be  less  than  *lo,ooo.  Owing,  hoAA'ever,  to  what  Avriuld 
seem  to  lie  a most  unjust  and  foolish  oiiposirion  on  the 
part  of  a ])ortion  of  the  district,  the  lu'W  school-hou'c 
remains  empty  ami  usele,..s;  while  the  sdn/Iars  are 
i croAvded  into  a small,  ill-ventilated  building.  Avhich 
Avoul'l  belter  become  the  enterprise  and  fmanet-s  of 
tAvo  hundred  years  ago. 

Airs.  .lane  A\'ise  wa-  the  first  teacher.  folloAVi  d b\-  Air. 
Thomas  'laylor,  and  he  in  turn  by  the  present  teacher 

Several  priciih'  .•ir/ioui.-t  ha\e  been,  from  time  ti>  time, 
established,  Avhich  have  fullilled  tin  ir  mission  and 
passed  into  history.  'I'liere  are  now.  at  leu'l.  Iavo  iheir- 
ishing  private  selniols  for  younger  chiMreii.  in  ad'liti.iii 
to  the  si.v  si-hool-districts  ti>whieh  attention  ha-  1 eeii 
given. 
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RE  VOL  UTIOXA  R 1'  LXCIDEXTS. 


Tlu*  salary  of  the  teachers  was  formerly  raised  by  a | 
direct  tax  upon  each  scholar,  in  ailditiou  to  the  State 
allowance.  In  1800,  however,  we  learn  that  a portion 
of  the  money  reeeiveil  for  li([uor  licenses  was  devoted 
to  school  piir[ioscs.  But,  after  a time,  thi.>  money  was 
ap|died  to  the  support  of  the  Inebriates  Home,  at  Bath; 
and  from  that  time  a portion  of  the  town  revenue, 
arising  from  the  rental  of  the  common  lands  at  Coney 
Island,  has  been  annually  set  apart  for  this  worthy  pur- 
pose. One  thousand  dollarsls  the  annual  allowance  to 
each  school-district,  a sum  which,  in  the  aggregate,  if 
wisely  used,  would  be  sutlicicnt  to  meet  our  present 
needs. 

Despite  its  tinancial  advantages,  the  educational  in- 
terests of  Gravesend  have  not  kept  pace  with  the 
growth  and  importance  of  the  town.  Xo  town  in  Kings 
county  can  offer  a finer  location  or  better  inducements  ' 
for  an  institution  of  a high  ord<  r than  Gravesend. 
And  yet,  there  is  neither  academy  or  high-school  of 
any  grade  above  the  common  district-school.  The  rev- 
enue of  Coney  Island  should,  in  the  hands  of  honest  \ 
commissioners,  furnish  ample  means  for  a most  liberal 
endowment  of  such  an  institution,  without  a dollar  of  tax 
upon  the  jieople,  as  is  necessarily  and  willingly  done  in  ^ 
other  towns,  where  no  such  resources  are  available.  ! 

Revolutionary  Incidents. — The  landing  of  the  ; 
British  forces,  August  2l’,  177G,  was  made  at  Gravesend  . 
Bay,  within  a mile  of  the  village  ; through  which 
passed  the  column  under  Lord  Cornwallis,  towards  ' 
Flatbush.  An  encampment  was  made  by  a British  de-  , 
taehment,  on  the  march  thither,  in  the  large  farm-yard 
of  Joost  Stillwell,  now  owned  by  his  grandson,  Xicholas  j 
R.  Stillwell.  The  old  homestead  of  that  day  still  re-  ' 
mains  in  good  preservation.  In  the  disastrous  battle  of  ' 
L.  I.,  on  the  27th,  there  were  a number  of  Gravesend 
men  among  the  soldiers  who  were  surrounded  by  Gen-  ^ 
eral  Clinton’s  tlanking  movement,  Init  their  acquaint-  i 
ance  with  the  hills  and  woods  enabled  them  to  escape 
safely  to  their  homes  within  a day  or  two  after.  Xicho-  1 
las  Stillwell,  Rutgert  Stillwell,  Barnardus  Rwler,  Peter 
Williamson,  Stephen  Donly  and  John  Voorhees,  were 
active  juvtriots  during  those  days. 

During  the  British  occupation  of  Kings  county, 
which  followed  the  battle  of  Long  Island,  the  people  of 
Gravesend  were  much  troubled  by  lawless  lories,  or 
“plunderers”  as  they  were  called,  who  maile  frequent 
marauding  forages  upon  the  farms  of  the  villagers. 
One  of  these  c-xpeditions  was  defeated  by  the  vigilance 
of  a young  maiden,  -Vltje  Stillwell  (afterwards  the 
grandmother  of  TMr.  Jacobus  Lake),  who  disjilayed  a 
signal  light  ; and  the  villagers,  rallying,  gave  the  tories 
such  a warm  reception  that  they  tied  in  di'inay,  leaving 
one  of  their  number  dangerously  wounded.  He  con- 
cealed himself  among  tlic  drift  on  the  shore  at  Fort 
Hamilton  until  morning,  uhen  a farmer  going  to  the 
shore  for  di’ift  fmind  him,  and,  pitying  his  sutT  ring 
condition,  took  him  home,  and  concealed  him  in  hi--  own 


barn  till  he  wa.s  able  to  he  taken  to  the  Kngli'L 
camp. 

On  another  <jccasion  .Mr.  Court  Lake  disco veredi  ;in 
Fuglish  soldier  coming  from  the  < >ld  iMill — the  ruin-.  f 
whicli  may  now  be  seen — carrying  a liagof  meal,  win'-!: 
he  had  stolen.  In  attemj)ting  to  stop  him  by  foree,  a 
h.and-to-haud  encounter  took  place,  in  which,  at  leng';:. 
both  fell  to  the  ground,  with  the  soldier  upp‘-nin— 
The  latter  drew  from  his  jmeket  a large  knife,  v hich  he 
attemptisl  to  open  with  one  hand  and  his  teeth.  Mr. 
Lake,  by  a desperate  eti'ort,  threw  the  soldier  fr<un  hii;\ 
and  gaineil  his  feet.  'Lhen,  seizing  the  eiu  mv's  g in. 
which  had  fallen  near  liy,  he  quicklv  tired.  The  charge 
entered  the  soldier’s  neck,  making  a terrible  woumk 
IMr.  Lake  at  once  informed  the  nearest  neighl.ior,  bv  ’’ht- 
name  of  Turnbull,  who  came  with  his  wagon  and 
the  woumled  man  to  his  own  camp  within  the  Engh.-h 
lines.  Whether  the  shot  proved  fatal  or  not,  Mr.  Lake 
was  ne\  er  able  to  learn. 

There  are  still  extant,  among  the  town-records,  tvvo  old 
papers,  one  of  which  is  dated  in  177S,  and  reads  as  f el- 
lows: “A  return  of  the  otticers  and  an  exact  Acet.  of 
what  every  Inhabitant  of  Gravesend  has  against  each 
officer,  for  his  Board  at  six  shilling’s  X.  Y.  cuiTencv. 
and  weeks  from  the  time  they  were  .Billited  until  the  o’, 
day  of  IMarch,  1 778,  inclusive.”  It  gives  tlie  name  ■■f 
each  offiicer,  his  rank,  time  billeted,  name  of  tlw-  Inhabk- 
ant  where  ipiartered,  time  he  had  been  there  and  amo’,;:.: 
due.  In  tliis  “ Return  ’’  we  find  the  names  of  eighty- 
eight  otlicers,  in  rank  from  ensign  to  captain,  ami  th-- 
names  of  thirty  inhabitants  where  they  were  boar-ling, 
tforae  of  the  otficers  were  charged  with  over  a ve::.-'- 
board.  It  is  signed  by  .Joost  .'stillwell,  Captain. 

A similar  paper,  dated  1782,  reads  „s  folh'-ws  : •• 

list  of  the  money  elue  the  Inhabitants  of  tlie  toug;-hh 
of  Gra\eseml  for  the  Boanling  of  Contincniais  a’..  l 
other  officers,  Pri'^oners,  ami  some  friends,  n'  will  h<  r-  - 
unto  appear  by  the  following  accounts.  tlrave'cvi. 
July  13,  1782.”  Only  forty  officers  arc  rneiitii-m-'i  le 
this  paper,  and  about  the  same  number  of  inl;abi;ar:'- 
as  before.  The  lioard  of  these  otficers  eventually  1 - 
come  a State  charge;  as  we  find  ihat  in  Augu.-*.  17.’  . 
Congress  voted  8:38, OOti  “ to^varlks  payment  of  i-er>'.':.,' 
in  Kings  County  for  subsisting  American  ]>risoiiers  d.ur- 
ing  th(*  late  war.” 

During  the  Revolutionary  war  the  rebel  frcebo- 
Heyler  and  IMarriner,  were  a terror  to  the  toric'  in  :h- 
neighborhood  of  Xi'w  York,  and  doubtless  ren-lere  1 
material  aid  to  the  American  caime,  on  many  occa'icc'. 
although  we  would  not  attempt  to  justifv  their  ino  le-  f 
procedure. 

Heyh'r's  most  brilliant  exploit  was  the  capture  nf  a 
Briti'’ih  sloop-of-war,  of  2u  tons,  off  Corn  y L-laii'l.  Hv 
ha<l  only  two  whale-boat<,  but,  •■'pying  the  >loop  ivi’  g 
quietly  at  amdior  in  ;i  si'cure  place,  a>  thev^iqq-O"  ■!. 
scut  oiu- float  to  p conmiiri’c.  ddu  y fnu’iil  tl  - 

cc.i’clcss  and  playing  i-.uds  in  tlu  cabin,  an-l  u i’!.  . 
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watch  set.  The  other  boat  beiiii^  si^nalleil  to,  came  up. 
C/’apt.  Ilevlcr  and  his  men  lujariied  tlie  sloop  I'rom  bi^th 
sides,  takino  them  all  ju'isoners  without  loss  of  life,  and 
even  without  resistance.  A few  articles  were  removed 
and  the  ship  tired,  d'here  w'en-  on  board  *t0,o00,  with 
many  valuable  articles,  all  of  which  were  lost.  It  is 
saiil  that  the  caittain  of  the  ship,  while  being  conveyed 
a prisoner  to  the  American  head-<piarters,  loudly 
lamented  his  folly  and  carelessness,  bhese  facts  rest 
on  the  authority  of  Gen.  Jeremiah  Johnson,  who 
received  them  direct  from  one  of  Heyler’s  men. 

After  the  war  was  over,  the  farmers  were  obliged  to 
appear  before  the  Governor  at  Albany  and  prove  their 
lovalty  to  the  Colonial  government,  before  they  could 
retain  their  lands;  or,  pay  a certain  sum  of  money  to 
keep  them.  Samuel  Stryker,  of'this  town,  whose  farm 
lay  west  of  the  village,  started  for  Albany  for  this  pur- 
pose (as  related  by  his  great-grandson),  but  was  taken 
at  Poughkeepsie  with  a severe  attack  of  typhoid  fever. 
Before  he  h.ad  sutKciently  recovered,  to  be  able  to  give 
the  matter  his  attention,  the  appointed  time  for  pmoving 
his  loyalty  had  passed,  and  the  consequence  was  he 
had  to  pay  twice  for  his  farm.  Though  afterwards 
assured  by  competent  legal  authority  that  he  could 
recover,  under  the  circumstances,  he  never  made  the 
attempt. 

In  the  year  1789,  on  Tuesday,  October  20,  as  we  learn 
from  his  private  diary.  General  AVashington  visited 
Gravesend  oti  his  general  tour  of  inspection  throughout 
Long  Island.  He  stopped  in  the  center  of  the  town- 
square,  near  the  school-house,  where  the  town-hall  now- 
stands:  and  the  school-children  were  all  dismissed  that 
they  might  pay  their  respects  to  His  E.vcellency  the 
President  of  the  United  States.  Mr.  Coert  Lake  was 
one  of  tho.se  fortunate  enough  tosh.ake  hands  with  him; 
an  honor  wdiich  he  never  forgot,  and  which  he  was 
always  proud  to  relate  to  his  children  and  grand- 
children. 

Several  Hessian  soldiers  remained  after  the  war  was 
over,  m.arried  and  settled  in  Gravesend,  and  made  hon- 
e.st  and  respectable  citizens. 

War  of  1812.- — There  were  also  several  i-esidents  of 
Gravesend  actively  engaged  in  the  War  of  1812,  some 
of  whom  lived  to  a great  age,  and  have  but  lately  passed 
away.  The  last  one.  Evert  Stellenwerf,  died  ^laroh, 
1883,  having  reached  the  ripe  age  of  0 7 years. 

The  following  is  a partial  list,  probably  including 
nearly  all,  of  those  who  served  in  the  War  of  1812: 
Richard  Stillwell  ; Xicholas  Stillwell  ; Rutgert  Still- 
well ; Rutgert  Stillwell,  2d  ; Garret  Williamson  ; Isaac 
Van  Dyck  ; Henry  Van  Dyck  ; John  Douly;  Rem  Van 
Cleef  ; Coert  Lake  ; Hendrick  Van  Cleef  ; Evert  Stel- 
lenwerf ; Stejihen  Ryder.  “Aunt  Katie  Ryder,”  w idow 
of  the  last-mentioned,  Sti'phen  Ryder,  w;is  buried  April 
29,1883,  having  reached  her  93d  year.  She  reguhirlv 
drew  her  husband’s  pension'for  services  in  this  war  up 
to  the  present  year.  Ami  now,  so  far  as  this  town  is 


concerned,  there  is  no  living  connecting  link  between 
the  present  generation  and  the  War  of  1812. 

I .Some  amusing  anecdotes  arc  told  of  camp-life  in 
1 Brooklyn,  d’he  s«.»ldicrs  liad  lor)ked  with  v-nvious  eyes, 
’ for  some  time,  upon  a dock  of  geese  which  pa.-tured 
near  their  camp,  ami  longt-d  for  a change  of  iliet  from 
the  common  soldier’s  fare.  .So,  one  dav,  a man  named 
^ Conklin,  full  of  fun  :in<l  fruitful  in  e.vpedients,  ju'ocured 
; a tmh-hook,  to  which  he  att;iched  a strung  cord  ; hav- 
i ing  baiteil  well  the  hook,  he  .sallied  forth  among  the 
j dock,  trailing  his  baited  hook.  The  old  gander  of  the 
I dock,  seeing  the  rare  opporttinif  v for  a relisli,  embraced 
] it  wilhout’‘nnnecessary  delav.  His  object  accomplished, 
j Conklin  'tarted  upon  a run  for  the  camp;  the  gander 
: bdlowing,  with  ont-spn-ad  wings,  at  an  ecjual  pace.  An 
j old  hilly,  near  by,  seeing  the  man  running  and  the 
j goose  in  full  chase,  but  not  observing  the  strong  attract- 
ive jiower  which  compelled  the  following,  cried  after 
him:  “Don't  be  afraid,  my  good  man,  he  won’t  hurt 
you  I ” Although  thus  kindlv  assured  of  his  safety,  th^ 
soldier  continued  to  dee  and  the  goose  to  pursue,  until 
both  disappeared  in  the  camp. 

In  our  late  Civil  War  the  town  furnished  her  full 
quota  of  men,  either  by  enlistment  or  b\-  furnishing 
substitutes,  as  the  law  provided. 

In  the  ye.ar  17U0  we  tind,  in  the  list  of  odicers  of  the 
State  militia,  the  following:  “Of  ye  foot  Company 

. in  ye  town  of  Gravesend,  John  Lokes,  Capt.  Chr. 

, Bemoyns,  Lieut.  Albert  Coerten,  Ensign.” 

I Miscellaneous. — An  obituary  notice  from  one  of 

i the  Brooklyn  papers  of  si.vty  years  ago  read  thus: 

j “ Died  in  Gravesend  Aug.  23,  1823,  Rutgert  Stillwell,  aged 
! 78.  It  is  a remarkable  fact  that  he  has  not  been  otI  liis  own 
farm  in  more  than  40  years.  No  persuasion  or  inducement 
i could  move  his  resolution  in  tiiis  particular,  which  is  suj> 
; posed  to  have  been  caused,  in  the  first  instance,  by  some 


I of  his  time  to  reading  and  study;  possessing  a strong  mind 
and  memory  singularly  retentive,  so  much  so  as  to  be  often 
consulted  in  doubtful  cases.  lie  was  pleasant  in  manner, 
very  fond  of  company  and  conversation,  and  apparently  as 
! well  acquainted  with  the  city  and  country  in  his  neighbor- 
hood as  if  he  had  really  visited  them.” 

This  statement  has  Vk-cu  ;iuthenticated  by  relative? 
now  living. 

Church  History. — The  oldest  and  mo.st  iirominent 
church  in  town  is  the  Reformed  (DuTch.i  church. 
I located  in  the  village,  on  one  of  the  town-squares.  Its 
early  history  is  somewhat  ohsiuii  e.  and  histeirians  widciv 
ditler  in  iheir  opinion  as  to  the  date  of  its  org.anizatiuu. 

Dr.  Corwin,  in  his  AInu>od  >>f  the  Jl'fonmd  tJoir'di, 
covering  the  period  between  1028  and  IS7>,  puts  the 
date  as  far  back  as  lb-55.  But,  from  the  d;ita  before  us, 
we  cannot  accept  such  a eoncln.-ion. 

After  much  ciireful  rese;ireli,  we  have  been  unable 
to  find  anything  which  would  warrant  more  than  a mere 
inference  of  its  po'.-<il)ility.  On  the  coutiary.  there  i? 
I suiKcieiu  evidence,  amounting  to  a very  strong  p.-oba- 
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bility,  that  was  no  ro^ular  organization  until  the 

latter  part  of  the  I'^tli  century. 

In  the  first  place,  as  we  have  already  seen,  the  early 
settlers  of  (iraveseiid  were  Emrlish;  and,  con'e(|uently, 
could  not  be  .supposed  to  have  any  special  leaning 
tow.irds  the  Dutcli  church.  Indeed,  if  the  earlv  ac- 
counts we  have  of  tluur  religious  belief  be  true,  we  must 
regard  them  as  lacking  some  of  the  most  essential  ele- 
ments of  Dutch  theology.  In  a report  of  the  state  of 
the  churches  in  Xew  Xetherland,  made  to  the  Chassis  of 
Amsterdam  in  165  7,  by  Dominies  ifegapolensis  ami 
Drisius  (2>oc.  ///.sg.,  Vol.III.,  1*150),  we  find  the  religious 
condition  of  the  Gravesend  colony  summed  up  as  fol- 
lows : “Those  at  Gravesend  are  reported  Mennonists  ; 
yea,  they,  for  the  most  part,  reject  Infant  Baptism,  the 
Sabbath,  the  office  of  Preacher,  ami  the  Teachers  of 
God’s  word,  saying  that  through  these  have  come  all 
sorts  of  contention  into  the  world.  Whenever  they 
meet  together  the  one  or  the  other  reads  something  to 
them.”  This,  if  it  be  a statement  of  fact,  as  no  doubt 
it  is,  does  not  strongly  favor  the  theory  of  a Dutch 
church  in  Gravesend  at  this  early  date. 

We  know,  also,  from  other  sources,  that  LadyiMoody,  I 
while,  perhaps,  not  denying  the  ordinance  of  infant 
baptism,  was  yet  accused  of  denying  that  it  was  an 
ordinance  of  God.  It  was  this  that  brought  her  in  con- 
flict with  the  Puritan  religious  sentiment  of  Itlassachu- 
setts,  and  afterward.s,  for  a time  at  least,  somewhat  dis- 
turbed her  amicable  relations  with  the  Dutch  authori- 
ties of  Xew  Xetherland.  We  are  well  convinced,  also, 
that  there  was  a strong  free-thinking  or  atheistic  ele- 
ment among  them,  which  douhtle.^s  prepared  the  Avay 
for  Gravesend  to  become  early  one  of  the  strongholds 
of  Quakerism  on  Long  Island.  "We  do  not  suppose,  as 
has  been  erroneously  believed,  that  Lady  iMoodv  and 
her  fellows  settled  Gravesend  a<  a colony  of  Quakers  ; 
for  George  Fox,  the  founder  of  that  body,  had  not  yet 
entered  upon  his  public  ministry,  nor  did  the  order 
a.ssume  the  dignity  of  an  organized  body  until  some 
years  after  this  lime.  But,  we  may  well  believe,  that 
their  previous  religious  experience  fitted  them  to  take 
kindly  to  the  peculiar  principles  of  that  society  iqion 
its  first  introduction  among  them. 

We  can  find  no  record  of  this  order  in  Gravesend 
before  the  year  1657.  In  August,  of  that  year,  an 
English  vessel  landed  in  New  Netherlaml,  having  on 
board  eleven  Quaker  jireachers.  While  they  scattered 
in  dift'erent  directions,  it  fell  to  the  lot  of  Richard 
Hodgson  and  two  companions,  to  come  t(j  Gravesend. 
Ilis  preaching  here  seems  to  have  met  with  success,  as 
he  declares  his  testimony  was  received.  This,  accord-  j 
ing  to  Hodgson’s  journal,  was  the  first  Quaker  meeting 
on  record  in  America. 

This  visit  of  Friends  to  Gravesend  seems  to  have  cre- 
ated no  disturbance;  altlw)ugh  the  watchful  Dutch 
Governor,  Stuvvesant,  was  on  flu'  alert  to  detect  such 
heresii's.  Six  months  after,  however,  .Tolin  'I'ilton,  tin' 


town-clerk,  was  calhsl  to  account  for  entert.-unimr  a 
(,)iiakeress,  a female  preacher.  He  ])leaded,  hi>wever. 
that  she  got  int(j  his  house  in  his  absence;  and  h--  wa- 
[(crmitteil  to  go  with  simply  a fine  of  .t'12  and  c<-'t  •»;' 
court.  x\l)out  a yiair  after  lIodgsf)n  landed,  two  other 
Friends,  C’oh'  ;ind  Thurston,  came  frotti  \'irginia.  Gov. 
Stuyvesaut  had  them  arrested  and  sent  to  .'>taten  B- 
lainl,  ff(.»iu  whence  they  soon  escaped,  and  came  in  an 
Indian  canoe  to  Gravesend.  Here,  according  to  their 
own  testimony,  “they  found  some  Friends  in  the  truth, 
by  whom  they  were  much  refreshed.”  They  further 
state  that  “ meetings  were  held  at  the  house  of  Ladv 
]Moody,  who  managed  all  things  with  such  prudence 
and  observance  of  time  and  place  as  to  give  no  ottenct- 
to  any  person  of  another  religion.”  Thus,  in  165S,  ju-t 
before  she  died,  liVdy  iMoody  seems  to  have  adoptvl 
the  peculiar  tenets  of  the  Friends. 

In  the  following  year,  iNIary  Dyer  and  John  Taylor 
made  a tour  of  Long  Island,  and  terminated  timir  jour- 
ney at  Gravesend.  From  this  time,  it  has  been  said, 
this  town  became  the  “Mecca  of  Quakerism.’’  In  1661 
a Quaker  meeting  was  held  in  Gravesend,  and  Gov. 
Stuyvesant  sent  Ids  Sheriff,  Waldron,  to  arrest  the 
preacher.  He,  however,  escaped,  and  left  onlv  his 
cloak,  which  the  officer  bore  in  triumph  to  the  fort. 
Samuel  Spicer  was  arrested  for  entertaining  him,  and 
fiTied  £12  for  his  grievous  offence.  John  Tilton  and 
wife  were  again  arrested,  and,  by  sentence,  banished  for 
harboring  Quakers.  The  sentence  was  probably  never 
carried  into  effect;  for,  in  two  years,  he  was  again 
called  to  account  for  the  same  thing. 

The  mother  of  Samuel  Spicer  was  also  arrested, 
and  charged  with  trying  to  entice  even  young  rriri< 
j to  join  the  Quakers. 

! Lip  to  this  point  we  can  see  no  evidence  of  a Dutch 
i church  in  town.  Neirlier  could  they  have  hayl  a mini-- 
ter,  as  ap[iears  from  the  following  fact:  An  appt-al  wa- 
i made,  xVpril  12,  1660,  to  Gov.  Stuyvesant,  probably  bv 
1 the  few  Dutch  settlers  who  had  come  among  them,  for 
a minister,  basing  their  appeal  upon  their  great  need  of 
a religious  teacher,  “ because  the  people  led  such  God- 
less lives,  on  account  of  the  diversity  of  religion'^  opin- 
ions among  them.”  Gov.  Stuyvesant  replied  that  meu'- 
ures  would  be  taken  at  once  to  suj)ply  their  spiritual 
need;  but  there  is  not  the  slightest  evidence  that  he 
ever  fiillilled  his  promise.  , 

In  1672  Geo.  Fox,  while  on  hisfirst  visit  to  this  cuu.n- 
try,  came  direct  from  31aryland  to  Gravesend.  He  says, 
in  his  journal,  that  after  a long  and  tedious  joui-ney 
through  the  wilderness  of  Jersey,  they  came  to  the 
house  of  Richard  Harthorn,  at  IMiddletown,  in  East 
Jersey.  After  a night's  rest,  IMr.  Harthorn  took  them, 
horses  and  all,  in  his  own  V)oat,  and  set  them  upon  Loul'’ 
Island.  He  continues:  “That  night  wc  got  to  f^i^•rJ■t^ 
at  Gravesend,  with  whom  we  tarried  that  nigiit,  and 
tluu,  with  some  frieml^  from  Gra\ eseml,  >tart'  i to.x' 
d.iv  for  half-vear's  me<aing  at  Oy,>ter  ixiy.”  .Viter  v;-- 
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IirSTORY  OF  THE  TOWN  OF  GRAYESENF. 


itiiig  Rhode  Island,  he  returned  again  to  Long  Island. 
He  say.s:  “we  passed  from  Flushing  to  Gravosernl, 
where  we  had  three  precious  meetings.”  This  was  in 
the  latter  part  of  .Tuly,  1G72.  Hp  to  this  time  there  is 
no  evidence  whatever  that  there  was  a Dutch  ehuich, 
or  any  other,  in  tou  n.  ' 

F>om  107  7 to  I6S4  the  records  of  the  Flat  hush  church, 
the  oldest  Dutch  church  on  Long  Island,  give,  in  un- 
broken line,  the  election  of  elders  and  deacons  for  the 
four  Dutch  churches  of  Kings  county — Flathush,  Flat- 
lands,  New  Utrecht  aiid  Brooklyn — and  mention  no 
other  church.  Had  there  been,  at  this  time,  a church 
at  Gravesend,  it  would  certainly  have  been  mentioned. 
In  a census  of  Kings  county,  dated  1G9S,  in  a list  of  3J 
freeholders  in  Gravesend,  we  find  that  nearly  two-thirds 
of  all,  or  19  out  of  3 1,  are  represented  as  English.  This 
fact  militates  somewhat  agaiii'^t  the  theory  of  a Dutch 
church  at  this  time. 

We  furthermore  learn  that,  even  in  1 704,  there  were 
still  but  the  four  Dutcli  churches  above  mentioned  in 
Kings  county,  from  the  following  report  on  the  state  of 
the  Church  of  Elngland  in  the  province  of  New  York, 
as  laid  l)efore  the  clergy  convened  at  New  York,  Octo- 
ber oth,  1704,  by  appointment  of  Lord  Cornbury.  In 
reference  to  Long  Island,  the  report  says:  “ Kings 
county,  consisting  of  /O'/r  Dulch  congregations,  sup- 
j.)lied  formerly  by  one  Dutch  minister,  but  now  without 
any,  by  the  death  of  the  late  incumbent  (Dominie  Lu- 
pardus);  they  are  sometimes  sujiplied  by  the  Rev.  31)-. 
Yesey  (rector  of  Trinity,  New  York),  when  he  finds  all 
the  English,  and  some  of  the  Dutch,  well  affected  to  the 
Church  of  England.” 

d’he  English  settlers  in  Gravesend  may  therefore  have 
availed  themselves,  occasionally,  of  the  services  of  Rev. 
Mr.  Yesey  ; but  up  to  this  tim<‘,  1 704,  we  are  satisfied 
there  was  no  Dutch  church,  or  stated  preaching,  in 
town. 

d’wo  years  after  this,  however,  they  began  to  hold 
regular  services  under  the  ministry  of  Dominies  Free- 


in  harmony)  as  pastors  of  the  Dutch  churches  of  Kings 
county.  These  services  Cimtinued  from  1700  to  1741. 

As  evidence  of  this,  Ave  have  found,  on  a detached 
Hy-leaf  of  one  of  our  old  church  books  of  record,  the 
following  entry  made  by  .Miram  T.  T.abagh.  who  be- 
came jiastor  of  the  church  in  IS42.  lie  there  states 
that  “ receijits  for  Dominie's  salary,  most  of  them  men- 
tioning 3Ir.  Freeman's  name  as  minister,  arc  jirescrved 
from  ]Mayl3,  170G,  in  unbroken  succession,  down  to 
December 'Jo,  1714.”  Since  this  latter  date,  thereceijits 
are  in  the  names  of  Revs.  Freeman  and  Antonides,  and 
reach  to  .Tuly  1st,  1741.  Mr.  Labagh  further  states 
that,  among  the  old  jiapers  of  the  clmrch,  has  lu'cn 
found  one  in  tiie  words  following: 

••Know  all  men  by  these  prt'sents,  that,  wo  the  Iniiahit- 
auts  of  the  Town  of  (.1  r;i V(  s'-iel , in  Kintrs  t.'ounty.  lai  tlie  D- 
land  (Af  Xassaii.  here  unilerwviti"u.  do  nominaro,  eon^i ii ute 


and  appoint  John  Rake  and  .John  Simonson  Llder.->  of  :aid 
town,  and  by  tiiese  [)re.sents  have  nominated,  con.stitnted  and 
appointed  the  said  John  Lake  and  John  Simonson  to  com- 
pound a league  with  Mr.  Cornelius  Van  Brunt  and  Mr.  Peter 
Cortelyou,  deputies  of  the  town  of  New  Utrecht,  for  the 
third  part  of  all  their  divine  service,  which  they  have  or 
shall  have  of  Mr.  Freeman  and  Mr.  Antonides.  ministers  of 
the  Gospel  of  Jesus  Christ ; that  is  to  have  the  said  .services 
in  our  said  town  of  Gravesend,  and  as  the  said  inhabitants, 
do  promise  and  engage  ourselves  to  hold  for  good  faith,  what 
said  Elders  shall  do  in  agreeing-  for  said  service,  and  other 
considerations  in  the  town’s  belialf.  and  for  benefit  of  said 
minister.s  ; and  we  promise  to  perform  every  article  or  ar- 
ticles as  the  said  Pllders  shell  conclude  of  with  .said  deputie.s. 
In  witness  our  hand  the  4th  day  of  January,  anno  1714.’’ 
Signed ; 

Samuel  Gerritsen.  Cornelius  Van  Cleef,  Daniel  Grircs. 
Stephen  Corten,  Ferdenand  Van  Sicklin,  Jan.  Ryder.  Niciio- 
las  Williamsen,  Thomas  Stillwell,  Ben.j.  Griggs,  Parent  .Jan- 
sen, Seger  Gerretson,  .Jan.  i.ucasson,  "Win.  Williamson. 
Adam  Nickelson,  Samuel  Polings,  Bernardus  Ryder." 

These  papers,  above  referred  to,  were  long  ago  lost  or 
destroyed,  a.s  they  can  now  nowdrere  be  found  among 
any  of  the  church  papers,  and  all  we  have  to  show  is 
the  copy  above  given. 

But  these  facts  prove  two  things,  first,  that  reg'rlar 
divine  service  began  to  bo  held  in  Gravesend  in  17bG  : 
and  .s’cconr/,  that  in  1714  a formal  arrangement  wa.' 
entered  into,  between  the of  Gravesend  and 
the  orticers  of  the  church  of  New  Utrechr,  for  '..i. - 
third  of  the  regular  services  of  the  two  Dutch  mini-*er> 
on  Long  Island.  'I'he  question  now  arises,  had  thev  j. 
church  building  at  this  time  ; or,  did  they  hold  rh-;r 
services  in  private  hou'Cs  after  the  manner  of  the 
Quakers?  Our  theory  is,  that,  about  the  time  they 
I began  their  regular  church  service.s.  thev  also  ereete-l 
' their  first  house  of  worship.  We  know  that,  in  172".  a 
church  building  was  already  in  existence.  We  .ire 
iridebted  to  .Tudge  William  II,  f?tillwell  for  the  .|is- 
covery  of  an  old  deed  (rec.  in  the  Kings  count v Regis- 
ter's otHce),  dated  .Tune  •i.J,  1 720,  whereby  Samuel 
Poling  conveyed  to  Thomas  Stillwell,  among  otii-r 
property.  •'  two  garden  sjiots,  bounded  nortlniTv  bv  land 
of  Thomas  .Stillwell,  and  southerly  by  'jmii/Hl  ir/u:,-- •■n 
' t/ie  ineet/>iif-/iotfsc  stiz/n/s.  East  by  the  highway,  and 
west  by  the  common  yard  and  the  street  leading  to  th»- 
common  yard."  lie  also  sells  ‘‘one  riijld  in  the  meeting- 
house and  ground.” 

It  is  clearly  evident,  therefore,  that  a building 
existed  at  this  time,  and  the  strong  j.robability  is  that 
it  was  built  about  the  time  regular  preaching  I'egin. 
The  de.scription  of  the  above  jiroperty  fixes  the  precise 
location  of  the  lii’st  Duti'h  church  u]ion  the  j.rc.periv 
now  belonging  to  that  bod\',  and  occupitd  by  the 
pre.sent  lecture  room.  The  location  of  the  idiur'-b 
I jifoperty,  therefore,  has  ne\er  been  changed  since  it 
was  tir-t  purelnis.-d,  although  it  has  been  since  >.)uie- 
Avhat  eiilargecl.  Uonseipieiitly,  the  theory  that  the  tir.'i 
bolide  of  wor>hip  was  move.l,  after  it  ua>  buiP.  t"  rhe 
"ite  of  the  prex,.|ii  rhureb.  we  eon>!ib’r  uulen.ibl.  , 
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THE  ORTGTN'AL  D ETC  If  CHURCn. 


We  furtlur  oonclmle  there  was  no  eliurrh  organiza- 
tion until  more  than  oO  years  after  regular  preaching 
began.  The  groufuls  for  this  conclusion  are  as  fol- 
lows : 

Eirst.  The  authority  granteJ  in  1714  to  .lohn  latke 
and  .lohn  Simonson,  as  we  have  seen,  to  m^gotiate  with 
Cornelius  Van  Urunt  and  Peter  Cortelyou,  elders  of 
the  Xew  Utrecht  church  for  the  services  of  Dominies 
h’reeman  an<l  Antonides,  was  given  by  sixteen  of  the 
hihahitanta  of  Graveseml.  Now,  had  there  been  an 
organized  church  here  at  this  time,  this  arrangement 
would  have  been  the  legitimate  work  of  the  consis- 
tory, and  not  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  town. 

Stcondh/.  The  old  deed  of  1 720,  above  referred  to, 
evidences  that  the  church  building  theti  standing  <lid 
noi  belong  to  a corporate  body,  as  would  be  likely,  had 
there  been  a church  organization,  but  to  private  indi- 
viduals ; else  how  could  Saimud  I’oling  sell  to  Thomas 
Stillwell  ‘‘  one  vojh.t  in  the  meeting-house  and  ground.” 

Thirdly.  In  the  oldest  record  we  have  of  the 
Gravesend  church,  we  find  entered,  under  the  heading 
of  “Communicants,”  June  27,  1763,  the  names  of 
21  members,  1.5  male  and  6 female.  In  aiiother  part  of 
the  same  book,  and  under  the  same  date,  we  find  the 
names  of  3 elders  and  S deacons  elected.  These  entries 
are  the  first  indication  ’ve  can  anywhere  find  of  either 
consistory  or  communicants. 

We  consider  it,  therefore,  a warrantable  conclusion, 
that  1763  is  the  date  of  the  regular  church  or- 
ganization. It  is  true  that  the  names  of  hajuized  chil- 
dren began  to  be  entered  upon  the  record  in  1714,  the 
date  of  the  New  Utrecht  compact;  hut,  beside  this, 
there  is  no  record  of  any  kind  till  the  date  we  have 
supposed  to  be  that  of  the  formal  organization  of  the 
church  in  1763;  and  from  this  time  the  list  of  commu- 
nicants, and  that  of  elders  and  deacons,  continues  un- 
broken to  the  present  day. 

The  old  church  reconl  was  kept  in  the  Dutch  lan- 
guage till  about  h'^23,  when  it  first  began  to  be  written 
in  English. 

A second  church  building  was  erected,  most  prohaldy 
about  the  time  the  church  was  formed,  in  1763.  .Tudge 
Nicholas  Stillwell,  now  a'lvanced  in  age.  tells  us  he 
well  remembers  hearing  his  uncle.  Ilutgert  Stillwell, 
speak  of  the  building  of  th.e,  soconil  clnivch  upon  tin.' 
site  of  the  old  one;  and  of  its  smaller  dimensions.  The 
circumstances  connected  with  its  en  ction  w ere  indelibly 
impressed  upon  his  mind,  from  the  fact  th.it  he  was 
then  a school-boy,  and  during  intermission  was  accus- 
tomed to  cross  the  street  and  watch  the  builders  at 
their  work.  IMr.  Stillwell  was  born  in  1751;  and,  if  the 
building  was  erected,  as  we  have  supposed  it,  in  1763, 
he  would  then  be  a school-boy  of  12  vears,  just  the  age 
to  be  forcibly  imju'cssed  with  an  event  of  this  char- 
acter. , 

We  have  been  thus  narticulnr,  because,  hiiherie,  this 
whole  matter  has  bi-.n  invnlved  in  dmilii  ami  uncer- 


t.iinty,  and  if  the  result  of  recent  investigations  can 
, throw  any  light  ujion  the  subject,  it  will  be  heartilv 
w('l  corned. 

There  are  many  still  living  who  remember  w.-ll  th.- 
second  house  of  worship,  and  who  will  recDgnize  tin- 
following description : It  was  somewhat  dillcrent  from 
the  ordinary  style  of  church  arcliitecture  among  the 
Dutch  of  this  date,  viz.,  the  round,  or  si.x,  or  eigh*’- 
' square  styde,  which  was  most  commonly  adof)ted.  This 
was  oblong  in  shape,  very  low,  with  double- jiitched  roof. 

^ facing  the  south,  and  having  double  floors  in  tin-  c<  n- 
j ter.  The  sides,  as  well  as  the  roof,  were  shingled,  ac- 
I cording  to  the  custom  of  those  day's.  The  insiile  wa- 
‘ ceiled,  top  ami  sides,  with  boards,  and  painteil  a dull. 

dingy  brown.  There  was  but  one  aisle,  and  this  ex- 
; tended  through  the  center  of  the  church.  In  thi>  aisle 
1 were  two  strong  pillars  supporting  the  roof,  one  of  them 
only'  about  10  feet  in  front  of  the  pulpit.  A gallerv 
' crossed  the  south  end,  where,  it  is  said,  the  voting  men 
! were  wont  to  congregate.  Under  the  gallerv,  on  the 
west  side,  were  the  neyro-qunrt'  rs,  having  the  appear- 
; ance  of  being  fenced  in,  and  belonging  exclusivelv  to 

■ them.  In  the  north  end  of  the  church  was  the  pulpit. 

' a plain,  octagonal,  box-like  structure,  onlv  large  enougii 

to  .accommodate one  man  at  a time.  Upon  the  biiihlincr 
was  a spire,  wldudi  contained  a belfry  and  bells:  and 

■ over  all,  a weather-coi  k of  burnished  brass,  no  doubt  t. . 
warn  the  devout  worshippers  against  the  sin  of  Pster. 

i This  old  church,  within  the  memorv  of  those  now  living. 

I was  without  stoves,  or  any  other  heating  app!iam-t  s. 

; The  women  carridl  their  foot-stoves,  which,  befor.-  s.  r- 
1 vice,  they  were  very  careful  to  fill  .at  the  nearest  m-igh- 

■ bor's;  while  the  men  were  compelled  to  sit.  ilurimg  -dl 
the  long  service,  with  nothing  to  generate  heat  l>ur  tin 
grand  old  Calvinistic  preaching  of  the  Dutch  Doi.iin;.-. 
or  the  anticipation  of  a warm  <linner  after  the  M-rvic.- 
was  over. 

In  this  church  the  celelirated  WhitficM  preached  >',n 
two  occasions  while  in  this  countrv.  iMr.  Rutgert  .''till- 
well,  above  mcntioncil,  remembered  hearing  him.  and 
the  text  he  used  on  one  occasion  was  from  John  xii:  ■''.2. 
“Ami  I,  if  I be  lifted  up  from  the  earth,  will  draw  all 
I men  unto  me.” 

This  building  continued  to  be  used  for  worship  until 
the  close  ol  the  year  1833,  when  it  gave  place  tc>  the 
present  edifice.  1 he  .subject  of  building  a new  ami 
more  moilern  hous(‘ of  worship  was  first  otficiallv  con- 
sidered at  a meeting  of  consistory,  held  Nov.  30,  l':;2. 
at  the  house  of  Elder  George  Suydani,  in  the  first  vear 
of  the  pastorate  of  Rev,  I.  1’.  Labagh. 

The  consistory'  tlum  appointed  a committee  consist- 
ing of  Garret  .'stryki'r,  Nicholas  S.  Williamson,  and 
Samuel  I.  G.irritscn,  ■'  to  estimate  the  cost  of  a suitable 
liousi',  and  w hat,  in  their  opinion,  each  indl\  idual  ought 
to  subscribe  towards  it.”  After  various  meetings  in 
relermice  to  it.  .and  the  appoimniciit  of  <e\er.il  c.uumi'- 
ti'cs,  if  vva>  finally  resolved,  at  .a  meeting  hcM  f-\b. 
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183:3,  “to  build  a boiifle  45xti'J  feet;  to  build  it  by  day’s 
work  and  not  by  contract;  and  that  Henry  Van  Dyck 
should  be  the  builder.” 

The  above  committee  of  estimate  were  appointed  a , 
building-committee,  to  take  full  charge  of  the  whole 
matter,  and  draw  upon  the  trea.surer  as  nec(*s.sity  re- 
quired. The  sum  of  ^3,833  had  already  been  raised  | 
amons  the  eongre<ration.  i 

An  effort  was  at  first  made  to  chancje  the  location,  ; 
but  the  matter  was  finally  settled  by  enlarging  their  | 
present  ground  by  the  purchase  of  .some  adjoining  ' 
land  of  Mr.  0.  A.  Emans. 

The  third  house  of  worship  was  completed  near  the 
close  of  1833.  The  building-committee  were  appointed 
to  take  charge  of  the  sale  of  the  pews,  and  also,  as  soon  • 
as  convenient,  to  procure  a bell  from  the  city  of  New 
York. 

I’he  pews  were  rated  at  ?!6,o.50,  but  the  subsequent 
sale  realized  8S,0C‘2;  so  that  this  church  began  its  his- 
tory free  from  debt,  and  has  so  continued  to  the  present 
day. 

The  first  Sunday  in  January,  1834,  was  appointed 
for  the  dedication,  and  Rev.  Dr.  De  Witt,  of  New  York,  ^ 
was  invited  to  preach  the  sermon.  - 

The  Consistory  of  the  church  at  this  time  was  com- 
posed of  the  following  members  : Rev.  Isaac  P.  La-  ! 
bagh.  President j Garrett  Stryker,  John  S.  Gerritson, 
John  S.  Voorhees,  Stephen  Stryker,  Elders;  John  Yati  j 
Dyck,  Samuel  I.  Gerritsen,  Nicholas  S.  William.son,  | 
Richard  J.  Stillwell,  Deacons;  Samuel  G.  Stryker, 
Cleric.  I 

In  1849,  in  consequence  of  the  cracking  of  the  old 
bell,  through  the  instrumentality  of  the  ladies  of  the  [ 
congregation  a new  one  was  procured,  remarkable  for  , 
its  clear  silvery  tone.  It  can  be  heard  for  miles  around, 
calling  the  devout  to  worship,  and  rebuking  the  great 
tide  of  Sabbath  desecration  which  flows  past  it  to  the 
sea. 

Although  the  present  building  is  e.xcecdingly  jdain  in 
external  appearance,  yet  its  interior  presents  a pleas- 
ant, home-like  attractiveness,  which  gives  universal 
satisfaction.  ' 

Ministers. — The  church  was  supplied,  as  we  have  ; 
seen,  by  Revs.  Freeman  and  Antonides  from  1705-41  ; 
Arondeous  from  1741-6  ; and  occasionally  sujiplied  by 
\^an  Sinderin  from  1 746-05.  In  1767  IMartinus  Schoon-  ' 
maker,  who  was  two  years  before  licensed  to  preach,  ; 
became  pastor  of  the  church  of  Gravesend  and  Harlem. 
In  the  old  church  book  are  his  half-yearly  receipts  for  ! 
salary,  written  in  Dutch,  invariably  given  for  seventeen 
pounds  and  ten  shillings,  making  his  yearly  salary  for  : 
Gravesend,  £35.  In  1783  he  became  ])astor  of  the  six  ! 
Dutch  churches  in  Kings  county,  and  could  then  eivc 
this  church  only  one  Sabbath  in  six.  In  1 787  Rev.  i 
Peter  Lowe  became  his  colleague,  and  occasionally  ' 
preached  in  Grav('send,  and  is  now  most  alTcci  ion.itciv 
remembered  b\  some  of  our  oldest  inlialiitant.s. 


Dominie  Schoonmaker  pre.ached  in  the  Dutch  language. 
Rev.  Jfr.  Lowe  in  the  English.  In  1808  the  cpllegiate 
arrangement  between  the  churches  of  Kings  county 
was  di.ssolved;  and  each  church  carried  on  its  own  work- 
in  it.s  own  way.  Dominie  Schoonmaker  continued  to 
supply  all  ti'e  Dutch  clumdies  in  the  county,  until  he 
died,  in  1824.  Dominie  John  Bassett  preached  in 
Gravesend  from  1811-’24.  In  1832  the  church  made  a 
formal  call  upon  Rev.  I.saac  P.  Labagh,  who  accepted, 
and  became  the  first  settled  resident  j>astor  of  this 
church.  He  rvas  called  at  an  annual  salary  of  -$500. 
He  remained  till  1843,  when  he  was  succeeded  by  Rev. 
Abram  I.  Labagh,  w'hohad  been  pastor  of  the  Reformed 
church  at  St.  Thomas,  W.  I.  He  continued  pastor  for 
seventeen  years.  In  1859  Rev.  JI.  G.  Ilaiiseii,  a recent 
graduate  of  Rutgers  College  (1856),  and  New  Bruns- 
wick Seminary  (1839),  became  pastor  of  thei'hurch.  He 
resigned  in  1871,  and  the  pulpit  was  vacant  for  nearly 
a year. 

In  1872  Rev.  A.  P.  Stockwell,  a graduate  of  Am- 
herst College  (1862),  and  Lmion  Theological  Seminary 
(in  1865),  and  at  that  time  associate  pastor  of  the  Re- 
formed church  at  Millbrook,  Dutchess  county,  ac- 
cej)ted  a call  to  the  pastorate  of  this  church.  He  was 
installed  February  29,  1872,  and  still  remains  pastor, 
having  entered  U])On  the  twelfth  year  of  his  ministry 
to  this  people. 

The  financial  condition  of  the  church  was  never  better 
than  at  present,  1883  ; with  not  a dollar  of  debt,  and 
w'ith  -8500,  a legacy  recently  left  the  church  by  Walter 
Nichols,  Esq.,  of  Jamaica,  now  in  bank.  The  benevo- 
lent contribution^  for  the  past  few  years  have  also  been 
largely  in  excess  of  any  previous  period  of  the  same 
length  in  the  history  of  the  church. 

The  additions  to  the  membership  for  the  past  eleven 
years  have  been  about  125  ; and  we  are  happy  to  sav 
that  the  church  at  the  jiresent  time  shows  a very 
united,  prosperous  and  progressive  condition. 

Parsonage. — At  a meeting  of  the  consistory,  held 
September  21,  1844,  the  question  of  building  a parson- 
age was  taken  into  consideration,  and  a resolution 
passed,  that  it  rvas  expedient  to  proceed  forthwith  to 
build,  and  a committee  was  appointed  to  find  suitable 
location.  At  a subsequent  meeting,  held  September 
2^,  thev  reported  in  favor  of  two  acres  of  land  belong- 
ing to  Mr.  John  I.  Lake,  which  couhl  be  purchased  for 
$600.  This  nport  was  adopted,  and  the  committee 
granted  full  power  to  purchase.  The  old  church  ImiM- 
ing-cornmittee  were  appointed  to  take  charge  of  this 
work,  and  authorized  to  proceed  at  once  to  business. 

The  parsonage  was  to  bo  built,  like  the  church,  by 
ilav's  work,  and  Lawrence  and  Jacobus  Ryder  wore 
ajipointed  builders.  'I’he  house  was  completed  during 
this  vcar-:^a  substaniial  wooden-building,  two  stories 
and  basement,  and  shows  to-<lay  the  honest  and  thorough 
labnr  done  upon  it. 

Chapels. — At  x meenng  nf  consismry,  held  June 
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13,  Mr.  Jolm  Borgoii  and  ]Mr.  John  Lake  were  :i[)- 

poinU'd  a coninutti  (‘,  with  power  to  a<  t in  conjiinotion 
with  the  ladies  of  the  congregation,  in  taking  the  neces- 
sary steps  to  secure  a site  and  build  a lecture-room  in 
the  village. 

After  much  opposition,  and  a strong  protest  again^t 
it,  on  account  of  lack  of  space,  the  site  was  finally 
located  on  the  church-ground.s,  and  on  the  very  sj)Ot 
where  stood  the  first  and  second  chureh-buildiiigs.  It 
was  completed  in  18.54,  a neat  and  comfortable  house, 
about  25x4-5  feet.  In  1879  a gallery  was  made  across 
one  end,  and  fitted  up  for  an  infant-class-room,  having 
sliding-doors  so  arranged  that  the  u|)pcr  and  lower 
rooms  can  be  thrown  into  one,  during  the  opening  and 
closing  e.xercises  of  the  Sabbath-school. 

In  1888  another  lecture-room  w'as  built  in  the  eastern 
district,  in  which  to  hold  the  sessions  of  the  Sabbath- 
school  of  that  neighborhood,  the  weekly  prayer-meet- 
ings, and  a monthly  preaching-service.  The  land,  50x 
125  feet,  xs  as  donated  by  3Ir.  Simon  C.  Gerritsen,  and 
a neat  building,  25x36  feet,  was  erected  thereon. 

James  S.  Voorhees  was  the  builder,  and  the  cost 
5^1,820. 

The  Sheepshead  Bay  M.  E.  Church  was  organ- 
ized in  1840  with  five  or  six  members,  at  the  house  of 
Samuel  Leonard.  The  first  church-building  was  a 
small  wooden  edifice,  costing  about  §800,  and  erected 
in  1844,  the  lot  being  purchased  in  September  of  that 
year.  It  was  afterwards  sold  to  District  Xo.  4,  and 
used  as  a day-school  until  the  erection  of  a new  school- 
house.  In  1869  the  present  church-building  was 
erected  on  McKane  avenue.  It  is  a small  frame-build- 
ing like  the  first,  with  seating  capacity  for  about  150  or 
200  persons.  The  society,  when  first  organized,  was 
called  the  Method! st  Protestant  Church,  and  so  con- 
tinued till  1862,  when  it  became  the  Independent  Metho- 
dist Church  of  Gravesend.  Rev.  Charles  Battersby  was 
then  the  pastor.  It  retained  this  name  for  three  years, 
and  then  became  the  Methodist  EpiscojjaJ  Church, 
which  is  its  present  status.  The  first  superintendent  of 
the  Sabbath-school  was  Samuel  Leonard.  This  office 
has  been,  for  many  years  past,  and  is  now,  most  credit- 
ably filled  by  iMr.  John  Y.  iUcKane,  supervisor  of  the 
town.  The  school  numbers  about  fifty  scholars,  witli 
300  volumes  in  the  library. 

Regular  pastors:  Revs.  IMessrs.  Russell  ; StanclilY  ; 
Baker  ; ^Morris  ; C.  Battersby  ; N.  Orchard  ; 3Iorris 
(second  time)  ; J.  Henson  ; J.  II.  Battersby  ; .1.  Nel- 
son ; Fawcett  ; C.  Backman  ; and  the  })resent  pastor,  C. 
W.  Powell.  During  a part  of  this  time  the  pulpit  was 
sup])lied  by  local  ministers,  whose  names  are  not  re- 
conled. 

The  ]>resent  condition  of  the  church  may  be  consid- 
ered favorable,  and  there  is  a movement  already  on 
foot  to  build  a new  church,  in  a more  suitable  and  con- 
venient location. 

The  M.  E.  Church,  at  Unionville,  was  organized 


'i— LIBRA  R lES—  L 01)  GES. 

in  1844,  and  rlie  house  of  wor-hip  er<‘cted  the  >ame  year. 

It  is  called  “ The  Fisherman’s  Church.”  The  name  w:ls 

taken  from  the  fact  tliat  many  fishermen,  from  fartln  r 

^ east  on  Lont:  Island,  were  accustmin  d to  seek  tin-  onh  * 

* -1  ^ 

I waters  of  Gic'n'csend  bay  to  spend  the  .Sabb.ath;  and  to 

' give  these  men  a jJace  and  encouragement  to  worship 
on  the  Sabbath,  seems  to  have  been  a strong  induce- 
ment to  build  the  church  and  give  it  its  present  name. 
The  church  was  dedicated  by  Rev.  Henry  Chase,  of 
the  N.  Y.  East  Conference,  for  many  years  pastor  of 
[ the  M.ariner’s  church,  in  Rosevelt  street.  New  York. 

The  first  pastor  of  the  church  wa.s  Loren/.o  D.  Nicker- 
' son,  still  living.  He  belonged  to  the  circuit  wliich  in- 
' eluded  Unionville,  two  years  before  he  joined  Confer- 
ence, and  two  after.  He  stands  on  the  minutes  as  hav- 
! ing  charge  of  New  Utrecht,  which  included  the  Union- 
j ville  members,  in  1844.  The  next  year  Fort  Hamilton 
I was  substituted  for  New  Utrecht. 

I The  first  superintendent  of  the  Sunday-school  was 
I Mr.  Randall,  of  Gravesend.  It  is  a live  church,  enter- 
I ing  heart  and  soul  into  every  good  work. 

Pastors:  1846-7,  E.  O.  Bates;  1848-9,  J.  D.  Boutan; 
i 1850,  James  McBride;  1851-2,  Benjamin  _ Bedford; 
i 1S53-4,  Edward  K.  Fanning;  1855-7,  John  F.  Booth; 

I 1858-9,  William  Wake;  1859-60,  Ezra  K.  Miner: 

I 1861-3,  Robert  Roberts;  1864-6,  II.  C.  Glover;  1867-s, 

^ Wm.  H.  Russell;  1869-70,  Loreuzo  D.  Nickerson  (see- 
' ond  time);  1871-2,  Nicholas  Orchard;  1873-5,  Samuel 
A.  Seaman;  1876-8,  Alexander  McAlister;  1879-81; 
Henry  C.  Glover  (second  time);  1882-3,  Wm.  H.  Rus- 
sell (second  time). 

Coney  Island  Chapel. — In  the  year  1868  a Sunday- 
school  was  started  upon  Coney  Island,  the  first  sessions 
I being  held  in  the  basement  of  the  Wyckoff  hotel.  The 
need  of  a more  suitable  place  for  holding  their  services 
^ soon  became  apparent;  and  a chapel  was  suggested, 
where  both  Sunday-school  and  preaching-services  could 
be  held.  The  idea  was  brought  to  the  notice  of 
Thomas  Bell,  Esq.,  of  Parkville,  a kind-hearted  and 
liberal  man,  who  at  once  seconded  the  suggestion;  ami, 
to  make  the  enterprise  an  immediate  success,  otfered  to 
advance  tlie  money  to  begin  operations  without”delav. 
Accordingly,  3Iessrs.  Wm.  II.  Stillwell,  John  S.  RviLt, 
an<l  Edmund  Williams,  were  constituted  a building- 
committee,  and  immediately  set  to  work.  Oscar  I). 
Way  received  the  contract  for  building  the  new  chapel, 
at  a cost  of  §350;  the  bell,  fencing,  painting,  etc., 
bringing  tlie  sum  total  up  to  §1,2  50.  Of  this  siun  §6oo 
was  raised  among  the  people,  and  §650  advanced  by 
3Ir.  Bell.  After  a trial  of  six  or  seven  years  the  enter- 
prise was,  for  a time,  abandoned,  and  the  chapel  st>ld 
to  District  No.  1 for  a day-school.  After  a few  years 
of  sus|H'nded  animation  the  Sunday-school  has  again 
revived,  and  now  is  prospering  under  the  etlicient  su- 
perintendence of  iMr.  Peck.  A larger  and  more  com- 
modious ch;ipel  is  in  process  of  eiactiou  in  a mucii 
pleasanter  part  c'f  the  island,  and  the  tuture  of  the 


Lim-Ii  ‘.HT  • 

K '.  . '•  MliU>  l lit(i  / ; ■ I"  “ ! 

, ••,,i:'.i  •4, .**•»«<'•!■■■!’*'  *'  ,ti'' * ■* 

■yi  ;t!ii  J.u>  ■nlJ1'i“V|  ^/<j  I , I « ' • V> 

;,  ,,  ,.|  »ir*l*.'  |kntt  « ;l  .,,.  :....ui)  "/tj; 

1,.;  c ‘Wj.ii- <-4  i 

,.,  7||  V'ji  ji  ■■  /iv  1m7H  ll-lii*!--  'ih  ' '..'i'  --*9  .t-l‘4ff 


j U ;;[  I •.'■«  i/tm  fli; '/  ''  ! 

v;.,'  ,,('i>!>;f  /It  .II’  l■♦K^-•T,4f-’  ' 


til 


1.1:1 


rii  i.fi 


I 


.1  b«i:  'jl 


•<•.  i? 


■'W  «;i 


.-  i.-Jl  . • /.I  1 .w:.i?">lt  %/. //  M-.'vtttl-  -j  r 


i :-j'A  ,.'■•■.'■?«  li.f / I- 'tJ!  'V  ,/(*yi!iii .'  /t'.wil'i;-'Tf  •:•)(» 
•/■  t-ir/fi-;.'.  i '&c7/  it’/r.'  i‘i  ■><[)  lo  i "l<t  .1  1>n;i  nfT 


[!  •{/;'«  lilt-.' 

t . i vd i 

• 0 {;. 

'iSro-oi  id  ' 

a; 

-I7jl  II 

loO  {••'.?i:’i'.'' 

• l-.-ti 

t'l.-.j.y  07' 

;i'3'!. 

ioioM 

bgL./fJo 

['iJli  v.oltlft^ 

li)  il!'  ■' 

^!- 

'■.I'fcj 'J  -iH 

• M-'t  ■ 

IJ-  ■!' 

'/fi  {/■• 

1 

i7f  '.i!ri' ' 

1 ,!ii;i:ii 

(I'.iiil'i 

«:.  .I/l-'-i'ir 

;o  JiiO: 

:.ii'j  ■51:1 

r;0,l‘ 

f 

1/01: 

•arr 

i ■ 

l';'.(;,ll  > 

!(|  '.i!:,!'/ 

J/!  . 

. or,:'' 

■ Jv. 

•J  l:.‘  .' 

1.01!  ^{irj 

■\''iV</V''\,  - 

:.l.  ■ 

i 


]m.  'i.-.r.  : ^.'4  ’'O  mIT 

MiK.-'i'ii./  a - •!-.  ;ur.fui«4  viK 

lf<>il  .ri  .i  . 

!li' ;j-I  ' fiMn.VHi c?  V ''l.-fiL'.!/..  ' 

I'Xi  . "i  I'ulv'l-  T^'iiirms'^'  M f.irv/JiM' 

•K  -H  ■'•■!  fsJcii'fW 

: ■ ;v  .i.,>  jJ’;U  •'  ,::7lrt^r 

,C  . . ' 

; ,ii  .w  ff  ; 


' 11  ' :l 
VTfA 
j.Ili  / 

' u-tnii)jr  ..jv^o 

'.-yUK/iA  ■ f>eAi  >4iy:-ai»/il  If*  TO^  ’■  •■  t’' 

: i 7,'t  ,-i.>  !iiu.  >!i*)ih:v'i^  j{  j 

’I  ■!  il'ii'fi'HI  Jl  itOU  ) Til  !>W'|  -' 'Wli 

■!  I j:V  iciv/  f;  .il  .!»»!»■♦  •>' 

iiiH-itu  .1/:^  Hit-.Uii  'if.  t ' .}»  l/'tJ?®  fw/Jf-  J'lW  ••  "’ 

7.r--  ''■..ii|Ji  *>flr'  jK/t)  ■woi*l»-;g«ifc4'« 

1.07  ; ni  li.tt  . .;io  <'idt  t'courfi 

..  .’.V-ili  '1.  teernorti 

‘i’'t  ti(  ffinO  < <;v....,n<>n* fi 
;■  . ' •;  -’i-  '*»IJ  hufv  wi <»* 

‘..a.-v-J./Ju’.  .T  't':!’  •> 'fc-wi'--- 

/,<.K.  -fr  I7'«4?ia 

i./jc  . I’lC  f»>}wjiv£»  _!:77  ,;:«>'  fit 

/ ta'  /r  ,l  *Vi  3#:x«>S 

» . 'fc'v 


v>:k'A 


7VO-:. 


) '.'I  4.' 

j •‘.iiU'fi  r'~  t.'-''/  •b'"U?t  l i-'.' 

ji  "■  j'- 

.''■jiTiil  f'f/''>-.*‘-x;..  ■'•)•'■  (I 


I'lUiT^  i‘‘ 

*■  V) 

74'.*> 

' ' 1 • i • ' 

T 

qefi3  biu.'.  \ 

i y^iioJ., 

“ ' I > 

0 !-■■'!.,! eft  J 

t /i<  't 

Ai 

i' 

•Vi  ' ■' 

.1 

' I'li;)  ,1,. 

-■r.7-  joad^u 

•f.  Oi^i  JO'.''!?)-  1 

1 .,  .io;tj 

',■■1 

0-  .vtbV 

7'’  •')]'• 

, i-'-C/i.O'lJ  !■! 

"O  1*:  -.’1 1 

- irrr 

I'e"' 

r /■!'"-.  'll 

■i)' 

, 

!vJ  710'- 

.y 

’-'t 

• • ' ■ { I ^ 1 . •*  n'/  ■ ’ 1 

It!  1.  !<■'  1v--'j:T 

'■I-''  '* 

va%  . 

■■rV'\';,  M 

. J/:  ;•.' 

■-  -.1  . n 

>'Co 

;'>'v.*'JO' 

:;■■■:.•<'  .fo..- 

\L 

OV  *l7Wi' 

• 1 

'.'i;oi  : 

i i‘ 

!o 

. 'll'.'-!-  / :.i If.  ;.•' 

!- 1,'// 

V fl^'l  o’,  !«.■'  ] 

L.n’.!i.'ll 

li.(  ..1 

.!.*•  ,1.'  • ' 

■id 

. .■.w,'..r7 

.Wod  ..■.<■ 

7 9’S  ’T  !-'  ■' 

r.  '4'-‘ii 't 

J.  ,dl'. 

/ l'\: 

..a 

I.,-  ,.j>v'd  .;!■ 

' ^ ’■ 

,'i\0  ^V!*:' 

• ■ ■ • 1 . '•  ' 

(i.i  J:-  '- 

00' ' 

'■>m,*.  U-  ' ■.d-'-'  . 

' T . ^ 

: ■I'.P'  ’: 

1*  - :u.- 

u')..  . ■ ■ 

I -fill' 

r ■yr.}'[<r:'un.-i 

.|f)  '.-du  ’'.- <),J 

M lii’ 

..  odT 

;b4'  700.1 

!1.1/  >l!' 

il'  fV'  ' 

■ !■  ir 

Ml  / )Ui>n;: 

‘*03  r'iU..');. 

-j',b 

1 

';,  ■'  ,'!.- 

*■  ' ■ ■'  1 ' ^ 

.11 

,(u 

■All 

-I,.' ;•,■■' 

d Wil'd 

i. 

j.  ''ii-'i 

•'biHi  ' 

■:'V''“ 

!..'Aiblb  I7- 

. '!7/  .Ml'ibll-l' 

•■ui-'iiW 

01  -T 

^ 7! 

'.Jj 

id.'j.!<7ii.  feid; 

i jxiio  ■/.•■ 

•it|l  TJ^ltii  li/.id 

!<''l 

JoiTi-Wi.  • yia  I** 

m-yv>‘,'i  yji  li 

l-hitnii  J tl 

'.  wei. 

K.rn  Tbii.'ri3  ..3  ,.M  *cj;a 

ii>  'l•■^''  ■ ■*  ' 7.'  ^'CV.bflVi-''  y'f  - *'•'  : i' iij'l '*/  Ct-il  f oi  l'':>.si 

J,  Sl'.'l'  J l!’.’'.'!i  V/1  i .]  ■ 

i.i  . ,7':r‘.  7.tOdt. 

■I'l.ii.'  "'>1?^  «■••■•  t.'W.iJcyiJjf.i  .. 

' '■'  o-J  i-.>J..v  V.?;. Jl' // 17?'<£  t\  . ‘U''iT 

l-.’j  •-».  X V>  fivr^.''  i : 'll!  j;  .3&-&.7yj.  .- 

>.  -7  ■ tiicir..;*.}  ■■••tj;  8#^.-T  «1-  .‘ytiitid 

:0!?  /'  <it  'I,  '^1,'-'  SUJiijT'.rl  ..  )"•  }■  ’?■'  '''ISi 

It-'ih  ‘.  Jti  J!  . Jill' 'O'!  Otit  l 

ANijVt  ‘.>.-r 


'i  '/'.a 


'1.  . Ivm'"  •'V.  ■oiuci'O.f-  nvilf 

k'IT'  .fsubvla  ?i  rfoid/r 

i tCi'.OdJ  aft'W  ->(& 

4!  hii«  ,X'Stf 

yKJfi 

,'■  i.jlj  .MTcJtOriibv  WJ8 


..a 


. T'iiiltio;'!  ,vr.'  I"  3 ..J'.*''  10 . pso-v  . /.'v  i .u.'-  y y-  *^v • 1,'  ■ , r- 

-■  u,.^  -bif  K;  - "i  ffii  o .7.  .H, I rf>’l370l ^ vhyU'jti 

i,  tJf.Oe  fin.R  >ill  7«'->hx  J'.lMij/i  .CYf  C 

a-,,  -..(r  >;m4/;  ),r:i'/v-^  'i  -.  - ■•■.anJ  r,  J!-dt  .hC 


. j f.< 


,{:, 


ih  fbu  Ji'.i:'  -livi 


Iti)  .//  Jk/j51  rTTr'i.n  ^fl 


Y^b.'lK,:  V«i-‘i7'|Sin(.,5  /•,''•!•  I>IW, 

i-ritiofo  icir.  .;»K/!v* 

(II  I'-fi  d'^.'  •ijf  ■1,1  t(i  lO  io(.{'l'.i?''i,  ■ 

iv  v^wl’iV;  -dj  iKtft  (Jyivc'i#!  'jfib  ,b‘ 


t- 


f; 


■ 'r 


111 


1l 


/ K t'b’iA  ^ ^ -4  ■ i.'-:/-  . . V,  '-■' 

■ T il  I « -4-m!  Vi'  But  A Tf  lilb  ft  M 

f*  ' 4*<^X7(.4 

fwx;^««Ay.;io -1ft  !>-iT 

• I ' 


’'.-J 


Ai’: 


•V?’=!r 


1 


,:1 


ITI^TORY  OF  THE  TO  Il'.V  OF  ORA  I'FSFXft. 


2S 


[)i\‘st.‘nt  iiu)V(,‘im,'nl.  scoins  In’iglikT  fli:m  cvi-r  litfore.  In 
18ik  3Ir.  was  also  iiibtrumrntal  iu  having  anotluT 
cluirch  built  in  the  Westc‘rn  part  of  the  town,  near 
L^nionville,  for  the  colored  population,  called  Tht  Af- 
riran  Ziun  AT.  E.  ChunO). 

Catholic  Churches. — xVbout  18(J9  a Catholic 
church  was  erected  at  Sheepshead  Uay.  It  is  a frame 
edifice,  and,  externally,  inviting  in  apj^earance.  Father 
James  iMcKiverton  is  the  otHciating  priest.  In  18S0 
another  handsome  Catholic  church  was  erected  at  Co- 
ney Island.  Both  of  these  churches  are  well  attended 
by  the  Catholic  element  of  the  community. 

Thus  we  have,  in  all,  seven  churches  in  the  town  of 
Gravesend. 

Cemeteries. — The  oldest  in  Gravesend  is  the  old 
town  burying-ground,  dating  back  very  nearly,  if  not 
quite,  to  the  early  settlement  of  the  town.  It  is  situ- 
ated nearly  in  the  center  of  the  south-we.st  town 
square,  and  is  for  public  use,  being  used  mostly  by  the 
old  inhabitant.s,  whose  families  have  for  many  years 
been  buried  there.  Eventually  it  will,  probably, 
-cease  to  be  used  for  burial-purposes;  since  many  fami- 
lies now  own  lots  in  Greenwood,  and  the  number  is  con- 
stantly increasing. 

The  earliest  r(*cord  we  find,  relating  to  this  cemetery, 
is  the  recorded  will  of  John  Tilton,  one  of  the  early  and 
jirominent  settlers  of  Gravesend,  and  for  many  years 
town-clerk,  ddiis  will  is  dated  .Jan.  lo,  1GS7,  wherein 
he  devises  land  in  Gravesend  for  a burying-ground, 
“for  all  persons  in  ye  everlasting  truth  of  ye  gospel  as 
occasion  serves,  forever  to  have  and  to  hold,  and  to 
make  use  of  to  bury  their  dead  there.” 

This  land  is  known  to  cover  a part  of  the  present 
burial-ground,  as  no  other  has  been  used  for  this  pur- 
pose since  the  first  settlement  of  the  town.  It  is  also 
probable  that  this  land  of  John  Tilton’s  was  adjoining, 
and  intended  to  eidarge,  the  original  burying-ground. 

Some  of  the  slabs  marking  the  resting  place  of  the 
quiet  sleejiers  are  very  old.  One  rough  stone  bears,  as 
near  as  we  can  read  it,  the  date  of  1076.  Many  of  the 
old  inscriptions  are  in  Dutch.  For  example:  “ Ilier 
Legt  her  Lichararan  Ann  Voorhes  'S'rou  B-irrent  Yoor- 
hes,  D.  17G0.”  Some  stones  are  :ilso  distinguished  with 
a stanza  of  poetry,  which  speaks  the  usual  hope  for  the 
dead,  and  warning  to  the  living,  which  are  common  to 
the  elegiac  poetry  of  the  present  day.  For  examjile: 

“ Heere  liyes  the  Body  of  Benjamin  Steimeist.  Born  Oct. 
13,  1702.  Departed  tliis  life  April  12,  1702. 

“ His  flesh  in  hope 
Rests  in  the  dust; 

His  soul  departing  hence,  we  trust 
Is  praising  God  among  the  Just.” 

There  is  to  be  seen  here,  also,  a common  field-stone, 
liardly  appe;iriiig  ;ibove  the  ground,  which  Hon.  Tunis 
G.  Bergen  thinks  m:iy  prij);ibly  mark  the  grave  of 
L;uly  Mooily. 

Another  burial-place  in  the  north  part  of  the  town 


was  incorpoiaitcd  S<-pt.  7,  18.50,  under  the  name  of 
, Wash.i/tijlon  Cemtttnj.  It  cont;iins  100  acres,  or  more 
' than  10,000  lots,  of  4o0  sqmire  feet  each.  It  w.is 
founded  by  Janu'^  Arlington  Bennett,  l.L.  D..  to  whom 
the  land  tiien  lielonged.  It  has  beciime  now  ;ilmo.'t  ex- 
clusively :i  Jew  ish  burying-ground.  It  is  governed  bv 
a board  of  trustees,  composed  of  ^i.x  members,  t w<;  of 
whom  are  elected  annually.  Henry  D.  Bennett,  son  of 
the  tounder,  is  the  superintendent.  Its  situation  i- 
I beautiful,  fronting  botli  iqion  Gravesend  .avenue  on 
the  west,  and  Oee.an  parkway  on  the  east. 

; Libraries. — In  addition  to  the  Sun. lay -school  libra- 

ries, which  consist  of  a thousaml  or  twelve  humlred 
' volumes,  every  school-district  has  a litirarvof  from  two 
' hiindre.l  to  four  liumliv.l  volum.-.-,  open  to  ail  re.'idents 
‘ of  the  .listricts,  and  replenislied  fnam  year  to  vear  bv 
: money  appropri;ite.l  by  the  State. 

, In  this  connection  it  will  be  a matter  of  interest  lo 
I look  over  the  li.st  of  books  contained  in  the  librarv  of 
! Sir  Ihnrj  Mooi.h/,  while  he  was  a resident  of  Gravesend. 

! This  library  .show's  him  to  have  been  a man  of  extensive 
: education  for  the  time  in  which  he  lived.  We  give 
I below  the  catalogue  as  w'e  find  it,  in  I>ocuinentar'j 
i llistori/,  \ ol.  lY. 

"A  latyn  Bible,  in  folio. 

A written  book  iu  folio  containing  private  matters  of  .State. 

A writtenetli  book  iu  folio  containing  privat.-  matters  c-f 
the  King. 

Seventeen  se\  eral  books  of  devinite  matters. 

A dictionarius  Latin  and  English. 

Sixteen  several  latiu  Sc  Italian  bookx  of  divers  matters. 

A book  in  folio  containing  tlievoageof  Ferdinand  Mendoz. 

' A book  in  folio  Ivolletli  Sylva  Sylvarum. 

A book  in  quarto  eolith  bartas'  six  days  worck  of  the  lord 
and  translatt  in  English  by  .Joshua  Sylvester. 

A book  iu  quarto  Kalleth  tin  siinmie  and  substans  of  tlie 
Conference  which  it  pleased  lii.s  Excellent  Jlajsti  to  have 
with  the  lords  bishops  &c.  at  Hampton  Court  contracteth  bv 
fVilham  Barlow. 

A book  in  quarto  Kalleth  Ecclesiastica  Interpretatio.  or 
1 the  Expo.sitions  upon  the  doubtful  passages  of  the  Seven 
I Epistles  callet  Catholi.juc  and  the  Revelation  collecteth  bv 
( John  ilayer. 

Eleven  several  book.x  more  of  .livers  substants. 

The  veritication  of  his  fathers  Kuightsorder  gi\  en  bv  Kic-'' 
I .James. 

I -Cnno  1661.” 

Lodges. — -V  lo.lgc  of  the  Independent  Ch'iier  of 
Odd  Fellows  w.'is  organized  Fcbruaiw  2.1,  If 5'.'.  The 
meetings  arc  lichl  weekly.  The  present  ofiicer.'.  ;i<  f.d- 
lows:  Nohle  (r.,  Abram  E.  Stillwell;  T7ct;  ff.,  G.  II. 
Wickham;  Rt<‘.  SY'.,  Dr.  K.  L.  Yan  Kha  k;  l\r,nan-?)>t 
Set-.,  AVashington  AVilli<;  J-'./.s-/  OndH/,  Edmund  Wil- 
liams. 

Villages. — S/ui.jh't/ie'nf  !>•'!/■  tbie  of  the  nio^l  thri\- 
ing  vilhiges  on  Long  I-laiid  is  Slieej.shead  Bav,  situated 
in  the  soiith-e.ist  p;irt  of  tlu'  t.iwn  of  Gravesend. 

, There  ;ire  those  now  living  who  well  remember  when 
there  w a-  but  .uie  Incase.  ;iini  that  ^m.ill.  inferior  one. 
on  any  part  of  wh.u  is  now  Sheep'iicad  Bav. 
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The  (juiet  waters  of  the  inlet  offered  a secure  anchor- 
age for  the  small  iishiim-craft  so  common  alotm  the  shore 

o o o 

of  Long  Islaiiti;  and,  consecjuently,  the  tisln  rmen  grailu- 
ally  congregated  here  in  the  generation  past,  built  their 
humble  homes  and  enjoyed  a peaceful  life,  as  they  fol- 
lowed tluir  profitable  but  dangerous  ocoujiation.  The 
population  increaseil  but  slowly  at  first,  and  for  many 
years  the  village  consisted  of  only  a small  cluster  of 
houses. 

Some  fifty  years  ago,  however,  some  of  the  old  resi- 
dents of  Brooklyn  and  New  York  discovered  that  here 
was  just  the  place  to  spend  a hot  summer-day,  both  for 
pleasure  or  for  health  ; or  to  satisfy  a craving  ajipetite 
with  a clam-chowder,  or  a regular  fish-dinner.  But,  for 
all  this,  it  continued  for  years  its  undisturbed  slumber. 

About  40  or  45  years  ago  a hotel  was  built,  known  a?^ 
Tappan’s  hotel,  justly  celebrated  ever  since  for  its  ex- 
cellent accommodations  and  courteous  treatment  of 
guests.  It  has  always  been  a favorite  resort  of  those 
Avho  sought  the  “ abundance  of  the  sea,”  every  variety 
of  which  they  could  find  here  upon  shortest  notice.  A 
few  years  later  Linderman’s  Hotel  was  built,  and  soon 
found  also  a host  of  enthusiastic  friends  and  visitors. 
The  Washington  House,  formerly  owned  anil  kept  by 
]\Ir.  Hendrickson,  is  also  among  the  oldest  and  best 
known.  Another  hotel,  whose  claim  of  celebrity  should 
not  be  overlooked,  stood  fm-merly  in  the  middle  of  what 
is  now  Ocean  avenue;  and  Avas  kej)t  by  the  genial  and 
hospitable  host,  Avell-knoAvn  of  late  years  in  city  and 
country  by  the  familiar  name  of  “ Poj)  Fagan.”  This 
house  was  burned;  and,  iii  1875,  another,  known  as  Dela- 
no’s hotel,  took  its  place.  In  1802  IMrs.  ^IcZVIahon  built 
a fine  hotel,  Avhich  Avas  greatly  enlarged  and  beautified 
in  1882.  Li  1868  Osborn’s  hotel  Avas  erected;  and,  in 
1882,  the  Hotel  Jerome,  perhaps  the  finest  hotel  at  the 
Bay.  These  hotels  are  noAv  tilled  Avith  summer-board- 
ers, AA'ho  find  a most  excellent  tonic  in  the  cooling  sea- 
breeze,  combined  AAuth  the  finest  sea-bathing,  boating 
and  fishing,  anyAvhere  to  l)e  found. 

Like  other  parts  of  the  town,  the  Bay  has  groAvn 
wonderfully  in  popular  favor  within  the  last  ten  years. 
To  those  Avho  visit  the  Bay  hut  seldom,  the  changes 
noticeable,  even  in  a short  time,  are  perfectly  .surprising. 
Houses  are  building,  new  streets  are  opening,  and  the  I 
march  of  general  imj)rovements  cOTistantly  advancing.  i 
The  first  marked  advance  of  Sheopshead  Bay  in  pojui- 
ularity,  and  increase  of  Auiluation,  dates  from  the  year 
1877,  Avhen  a farmer  by  the  name  of  Emmer,  owning  a 
farm  of  some  50  acres  near  the  Bay,  died  ; and  his 
Avidow  h.ad  the  farm  surveyed,  divided  into  building- 
lots,  and  sold  by  public  auction,  d'he  following  year  a 
neighboring  farm,  oAvned  by  Daniel  D.  Stillwell,  Avas 
also  sold  in  the  same  manner.  Building  immediately 
began  upon  these  lots,  and  now  the  whole  hundred  acres 
or  more  are  nearly  covereil  Avith  dAvelling-houses;  and, 
since  then,  the  fcAV  lots  left  unimjirovcd  have  ipiadruph  il 
in  value. 


Perhaps  the  finest  and  most  fashionable  part  of 
Sheepshead  Bay  is  what  is  called  “Lincoln  Beach.;” 
formerly  hjAV  marshy  ground,  v.hich,  a feAV  year.-  a^xu, 
could  not  find  a purchaser  at  *100  an  acre.  It  lies  .i 
little  t<J  the  east  of  the  village,  and  along  the  shore  of 
the  bay;  having  before  it  the  beautiful  ^Manhattan 
Beach,  and,  on  the  left,  an  uninterrupted  ocean-vicw. 
The  pioneer  in  building  up  and  beautifying  Lincoln 
Beach  Avas  Alanson  Tread\A'ell,  Es(p,  the  head  of  the 
celebrated  clothing-house  of  TreadAvell,  .Tarman  A 
Slote,  corner  of  BroadAvay  and  Chambers  street,  X.  Y. 
His  fondne.ss  for  fishing  and  boating  had  fre<pientlv 
led  him,  during  former  summer-seasons,  to  visit  Shee]is. 
head  Bay,  Avlioro  he  could  indulge,  Avithout  limit,  his 
favorite  sport.  With  prophetic  instinct  he  saAv  the 
future  value  of  this  unimproved  loAv-ground  as  a ]>!ace 
for  summer-residences,  proA’ided  a suitable  outlay  of 
money  and  labor  should  first  be  made.  Conscpientlv. 
in  1877,  3Ir.  Treadwell  purchased  two  building-lots  for 
$350  apiece,  and  began  the  Avork  of  filling  in  Avith  soil 
to  make  a solid  foundation  for  a summer-cottage. 
Never  before  had  man  dared  to  dispute  Avith  the  ocean- 
tides  the  (piestion  of  title  to  this  property.  Hence, 
there  Avas  many  a shrug  of  the  shoulders  and  shake  of 
the  head  among  the  neighbors  Avhen  they  saw  this  ra.sh 
and  expensiA’e  Avork  undertaken.  It  Avas,  hoAvever,  ac- 
complished in  due  time,  in  spite  of  every  obstacle,  and 
a neat  and  very  pleasant  cottage  erected  upon  one  of 
the  lots  in  the  spring  of  1878.  This  Avas  the  startinu''- 
point  of  an  enterj>rise  AA'hich  has  groAvn  beyond  all  ex- 
pectations. Other  lots  Avere  soon  bought  by  Avealthy 
men,  and  handsome  building.s  erected,  until  uoav  there 
are,  lining  the  shore-front,  ten  or  tAA'elve  beautiful  cot- 
tages, costing  from  five  to  seven  thousand  dollars';  and 
it  has  become  the  finest  part  of  Sheepshead  Bay. 

To  shoAv  the  almost  fabulous  increase  in  value  of  this 
once  nearly  Avorthless  marsh,  Ave  may  cite  the  fact  that 
one  of  the  lots  originally  bought  by  IMr.  Treadwell,  he 
sold  to  his  partner,  for  the  purchase-jtriee,  -8350.  This 
gentleman,  after  keeping  the  ju’Operty  four  years,  not 
Avishing  himself  to  build  upon  it,  sold  it,  unimpn.ived 
as  he  found  it,  for  over  -86,000. 

In  1880-1,  the  brothers,  J.  B.  and  Hobert  Yoorhecs, 
owners  of  tAVO  beautiful  farms  adjoining  the  village, 
began  to  sell  lots  for  building-purposes,  and  also  to 
erect  fine  houses  themselves,  Avhich  have  foiiml  readv 
lease.  This,  also,  has  greatly  added  to  the  impri'Vc- 
ment  of  the  place.  There  are  noAv,  probably.  2oO  or 
250  houses  Avhere,  a little  more  than  a generation  ago, 
there  Avas  but  one.  Jlrs.  Elizabeth  Cluti-,  a avi  althv 
lady  from  New  York,  coming  to  the  Bay  for  summer 
recreatiim,  found  it  so  delightful  and  healthful  a place 


’ since  1877.  She  has  done  mmdt  for  tiie  }dace  in  buibi- 
1 ing  handsoTiie  houses,  and  otherAvise  creating  much  en- 


^ tlmsi:>-m  in  village  impri>v^-mriit.-.  Her  own  resiii.-mi, . 
I .Manhattan  X'ill.i,  is  one  id'  ihe  liu'-.-t  in  tmen. 
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John  Y.  McKane,  our  efficient  anJ  hard-working  j 
supervisor,  is  one  of  our  most  onterjirising  business- 
men, and  resides  here.  Aside  from  his  official  duties, 
he  has  in  his  employ,  as  a builder,  some  100  to  I.IO  men, 
and  is  in  constant  demand,  both  in-'aud  out  of  town. 

We  would  also  mention  the  Lundy  Bros.,  Corson 
Bros.,  John  Miller,  IMr.  Teets,  and  many  others,  as  en- 
terprising business-men. 

The  village  is  connected,  by  foot-bridge,  with  iVIan- 
hattan  Beach;  and  contains  a church,  post-office,  four 
stores,  a meat-market,  and  aLsu.-many  hotels  and  ex- 
cellent boarding-houses,  where  the  finest  fresh  fish, 
clams,  oysters,  and  every  desirable  kind  of  sea-food 
pan  be  had  in  abundance.  Two  ftUiam-railroads  afford 
excellent  communication  with  Coney  Island,  and  also 
with  New  York  and  Brooklyn. 

And  thus  our  growth  continues;  and,  we  venture  to 
nay,  that  no  village  in  Kings  county  can  show  a better 
record  of  material  prosperity  for  tlie  past  few  years,  or 
brighter  prospects  of  the  future.  With  the  great  bridge 
uniting  the  two  largest  cities  of  America,  now  thrown 
open  to  the  public;  and  the  problem  of  rapid  transit 
about  to  be  solved,  it  is  not  rash  to  prophesy,  for  this 
part  of  Long  Island,  at  no  distant  day,  a future  which 
will  far  eclipse  the  wildest  dreams  of  its  most  enthusi- 
astic inhabitant. 

Unionville. — Th  is  village  is  built,  ])artly,  as  we  have 
before  seen,  on  the  site  of  the  old  bowery  of  the  first 
patentee,  Antony  Jansen.  There  are  some  fifty  houses 
along  the  shore  of  Gravesend  Bay,  overlooking  Coney 
Island  Point,  and  the  beginning  of  “The  Karrows.” 

There  are  several  hotels,  among  the  finest  of  which, 
for  situation  and  royal  hospitality,  is  the  hotel  of  Capt. 
James  Stillwell.  Kear  by  is  also  the  ruin  of  the  first 
tide  grist-mill  ever  built  in  town,  some  230  years  ago. 
There  is  also  a church,  several  stores,  and  a thriving 
lumber-yard,  owned  and  run  by  A.  tfc  T.  M.  Ilageman. 

The  fishing  and  boating  here  are  most  excellent,  and 
it  is  a favorite  resort  for  summer-boarders,  who  desire 
the  full  benefit  of  the  sea-shore,  combined  -with  the 
quiet  and  rest  of  country-life. 

Gunther’s  Steam  Railroad  furnishes  quick  and  com- 
fortable communication  with  the  city.  W^ e predict  for 
Unionville  a future  enlargement  and  impoitance,  of 
wdiich  she  need  not  be  ashamed. 

General  History. — Until  within  the  past  ten 
years  there  has  been  very  little  variation  in  the  history 
of  the  town.  The  population  has  slowly  increased,  and 
property  has  advanced  in  value  little  by  little.  The 
people  have  pursued  the  even  tenor  of  their  ways,  and 
lived  to  a good  old  age. 

The  record  of  deeds  and  transfers  of  property  has 
been  m.ade  in  the  Register’s  office  in  Brooklyn  since 
about  1707;  and,  hence,  the  town-records  have  been 
taken  up  generally  with  the  rejiorts  of  town-ofiicers 
elected,  and  resolutions  passed,  which,  for  the  most 
part,  relate  to  Coney  Island. 


Supervisors. — The  first  recorded  election  o Super- 
visor took  place  in  1754,  Samuel  Gerritsen  being  the 
successful  candidate.  Since  then  the  fcjllowing  gentle- 
men, among  others,  have  filled  the  otlice  with  honor 
and  aliility,  some  of  them  for  nearly  or  <piite  20  years, 
.lohn  Terhune;  Nicholas  Stillwell:  Samuel  G.  Stryker; 
B.  I.  Rytler;  William  Bennett;  Jaques  J.  Stillwell; 
and  John  Y.  3IcKane,  at  the  present  time  President 
2>ro  tern,  of  the  Board  of  Kings  county,  an  honor 
w'orthily  bestowed.  Others  also  have  faithfully  served, 
whose  names  are  not  now  at  hand. 

Town-Clerks. — In  the  early  history  of  the  colony 
this  office  was  the  most  important  in  the  town.  John 
Tilton  was  the  first  “dark;”  serving  the  town  in  this 
capacity  for  about  twenty  years.  The  names  of  Ed- 
ward Brouse  and  Svmon  Lane  also  appear  as  filling,  for 
a short  time,  this  office.  Will  Goulding  was  also  town- 
clerk  for  some  twenty-tw'o  years;  and  John  Emans  for 
thirteen.  Among  many  others  we  note  the  names  of 
Samuel  Hubbard;  Samuel  Gerritsen;  and,  more  re- 
cently, Judge  Nicholas  Stillwell;  Jacobus  Lake,  and 
the  present  clerk,  John  L.  Yoorhees.  Mr.  Stillwell 
held  the  office,  without  doubt,  longer  than  any  other 
man.  For  thirty-five  years  he  carefully  kept  the  town- 
records,  in  a clear,  legible  hand,  and  to-day  is  probably 
better  versed  in  tomi  affairs  than  any  man  living.  He 
served  from  1S35-70.  He  was  also,  for  three  years. 
Judge  of  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas,  until  this  court 
was  abolished;  and,  for  six  or  seven  years,  Associate- 
Justice  of  the  Kings  county  Court  of  Sessions. 

Within  the  past  ten  years  the  town  has  advanced 
more  in  material  prosperity  than  in  the  whole  century 
preceding  the  last  decade. 

The  popularity  of  Coney  Island,  and  the  millions  ex- 
pendeil  there  in  fine  hotels  and  other  improvements, 
have  brought  the  town  at  once  into  notoriety.  Y'hy 
this  vast  mine  of  wealth  remained  so  long  undeveloped 
is  a mystery'.  The  town  rectdved  some  benefit  from 
Coney  Island  at  least  seventy-five  years  ago. 

The  first  record  we  find  of  the  appointment  of  com- 
missioners of  common  lands  is  dated  1811,  when,  at  a 
public  town-meeting,  it  was  resolved,  that  it  would 
promote  the  interests  of  the  town  to  lease  Coney  Island. 
According  to  this  resolution,  Nicholas  Stillwell,  Van 
Brunt  Magaw  and  John  Terhune  ere  cln  isen  commis- 
sioners for  granting  leases  “ upon  such  conditions  and 
terms  of  years,  as  to  them  should  seem  fit,  and  the  mo.st 
to  promote  the  interest  of  said  tOMii.” 

This  speaks  well  for  the  honesty  and  good  judgment 
of  the  first  commissioners,  and  the  confidence  the  town 
reposed  in  them. 

Magistrates’  Pew  in  Church. — In  the  early  part 
of  this  century  the  town-justices,  being  the  chief  dig- 
nitaries, w<'re  honoreil,  and,  at  the  same  time,  encour- 
aged, to  attend  divine-service  on  the  S.abbath,  by  having 
I a p(‘w  set  apart  for  their  spt  ci.  1 use.  But  in  1 1 at 
i a I'ublic  towu-meetitig,  it  w a.-  “ Hesolved,  to  sell  the 
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pew  in  church  in  said  town,  commonly  called  the  jus- 
ticee’  bench,  by  public  auction.”  Stephen  Stryker  was 
declared  the  successful  bidder. 

Town-Hall. — Among  public  buildings  we  would  not 
forget  to  mention  the  town-hull,  built  in  1873.  In  the  sec- 
ond story  is  a large  public  hall,  with  stage,  ante-rooms, 
&c.  The  first  floor  contains  a court-room  anil  room  for 
public  town  business,  and  several  smaller  side-rooms  for 
the  use  of  town-oflicers'  and  in  the  basement  are  four 
cells  for  the  confinement  of  criminals,  which  (in  sum- 
mer time)  are  generally  w'ell  patronized. 

Water  Supply. — In  January,  1880,  an  application 
was  filed  before  the  Town  Water  Board  to  form  a 
“Water  Works  Co.,”  for  the  purpose  of  supplying  the 
town  with  pure,  fresh  water.  The  board  granted  the 
franchise  in  INIay  of  tlie  saine  year.  The  following 
persons  form  the  comji.any:  C.  W.  .S«’holieM;  S.  Kieli- 
ardson;  Benj.  Kiehanlson;  Beiij.  8.  Stepliens;  J.  A. 
Brainard;  Willi.im  Bennett  ami  Ilannanus  B.  Hub- 
bard. The  company  have  erecteil  a large  brick  engine- 
house:;  a large  iron  water-tank,  75  feet  high  by  15 
or  20  feet  in  diameter,  and  have  sunk  several  fine 
wells  on  their  property,  near  the  Brighton  Beach  rail- 
road. They  have  run  a main  to  Shcepshead  Bay  and 
one  to  Coney  Island;  and  it  is  hoped  will  soon,  accord- 
ing to  their  promise,  run  another  to  the  village  of 
Gravesend. 

The  town,  for  the  last  few  years,  has  had  a hard,  ex- 
pensive and  constant  struggle  to  save  atiy'  of  her  valu- 
able common-lands  from  the  hands  of  gras[>ing  corpor- 
ations, which  have  already  seized  much  of  it  for  rail- 
road purposes.  What  the  future  will  develop  in  this 
direction  yet  remains  to  be  seen. 

One  thing,  however,  is  evident, — that  the  quiet  slum- 
ber which  this  good  old  town  has  enjoyed  for  more  than 
two  hundred  years,  has  at  length  been  forcildy  dis- 
turbed and  broken  up  ; and,  with  all  her  natural  advan- 
tages, and  the  impetus  she  has  ah  eady'  gained  in  the 
way  of  progress,  'W'O  cannot  help  predicting  for  Graves- 
end a magnificent  future. 

Race-Courses. — llorse-raeing  on  Long  Island  is 
said  to  have  been  first  introduced  by  Gov.  Nicoll,  in 
16G5.  The  first  course  was  at  Hempstead  Plains,  and 
a piece  of  plate  was  the  stake.  The  object,  .as  set 
forth  by  the  Governor,  was  to  improve  the  stoek,  and 
encourage  the  breeding  of  superior  animals.  The 
sport  was  countenanced  and  continued  b_v  Gov.  Love- 
lace, who,  in  1G09,  authorized  the  inspectors  of  Hemp- 
stead to  receive  subscriptions  for  a sweepstakes. 
Gravesend  seems  to  be  specially  favored  (V)  in  this  re- 
spect, there  being  no  less  than  four  raee-eourses  in  the 
town.  The  first  one  was  the  Prospect  Park  J'air 
Groitmh  Association,  incorporated  I'^Gs,  containing 
about  GO  acres.  A mile-traek  was  made,  and  a large 
club  house  built  near  Graveseml  avenue,  whieh  i 
was  afterwards  moveil  to  Ocean  Parkw.iy,  when  this 
magnificent  avenue  was  opened  through  their  ground. 


The  property  has  now  come  into  the  hands  of  the  fol- 
lowing gentlemen:  George  Powers;  Samuel  I’ayson; 
E.  O.  Reail  and  Henry  Dodge. 

The  club-house  is  in  charge  of  the  celebrated  ca- 
terer, Hiram  W.  Howe. 

About  1874,  a half-mile  track  was  built  near  Park- 
ville,  containing  some  40  acres.  The  hotel  was 
first  erected  on  Coney  Island  avenue,  at  that  time 
the  principal  thoroughfare  to  Coney  Island.  When 
the  Ocean  Parkway  was  opened  it  was  removed  to  the 
latter  avenue ; and,  after  being  to  some  extent  re- 
modelled, it  now  makes  a fine  appearance.  After  a 
few  years  of  prosperity  it  ceased  to  be  profitable  as  a 
race-course,  and  was  consequently  used  for  other  sport- 
ing purposes.  The  property  belongs  to  Ex-3Iavor  W. 
R.  Graei-  of  Xew  York.  The  management  of  the  con- 
cern h.!'  tlii.--  yiv'ir  1 8 '•■■!)  pa>M'd  into  tie;  han.l-  of 
Xcw  York  and  Jlroakbjn  J>ri chvj  (Jiuh.  William  Me- 
Jlalion  has  charge  of  the  hotel. 

Coiiey  Island.  Jockey  Club. — In  1880,  the  Coney 
Island  Jockey  Club  bought  100  acres  of  land,  in  what 
was  commonly  known  as  the  “Neck  Woods,”  at  a cost 
of  ^110,000.  Subsequently  they  added  about  twenty 
acres  more,  at  an  expense  of  |;25,000,  making  the  total 
cost  of  purchase  about  $135,000.  At  great  expense,  all 
the  trees  not  needed  for  shade  or  ornament  were  taken 
out  by  the  roots,  and  the  grounds  were  graded,  seeiled, 
and  otherwise  greatly  beautified.  A grand-stand  wa-; 
built,  with  solid,  brick  foundation,  upon  which  rests  a 
well-proportioned  and  highly  ornate  edifice.  It  hae  been 
handsomely  ])ainted;  and,  with  the  sloping,  tjrassy  lawn 
in  front,  presents  altogether  an  attractiye  ajipeanuieo. 
Its  cost  was  nearly  >)50, 000.  Everythin!;  about  their 
vast  grounds  is  kept  in  perfect  order. 

Spring  and  fall  meetings,  of  ten  days  each,  are  held, 
and  the  most  celebrated  race-horses  in  the  count rv  are 
then  put  upon  exhibition.  This  is  the  most  fashionable 
resort  of  the  kind  in  the  vicinity  of  New  York.  Thous- 
ands of  })eople  are  brought  by  railroads  and  carriaire.s 
every  day  of  the  races,  and  it  is  said  that  as  much  as 
830,000  have  been  taken,  as  gate-money  alone,  durint; 
a single  meeting.  Their  beautiful  and  extensive  grouisls 
are  freely  thrmvn  open  to  the  public,  except  diurini;  the 
racing-season,  and  a drive  through  them  well  repays 
the  trouble. 

It  is  a stock-company,  and  the  present  otlicers  are  : 
Leonard  W.  Jerome,  President  ; Gen.  Butterfield. 
Tre.asurer  ; J.  G.  K.  Lawrence,  Secretarv. 

The  fourth  course,  that  of  the  Briyhton  Pmeh  pair 
Ground,  will  be  mentioned  more  }>artieularly,  in  con- 
nection with  Coney  Island. 

ADDENDA. 

On  pages  11)2  and  1M>,  reference  is  made  to  a e<>nfirnia- 
I tory  (h‘e<l  given,  in  1G54,  to  the  people  of  Gr.iveseinl. 

by  till'  former  Indian  [iropiaefors  of  Conev  Island. 

I The  tollowing  is  tlu-  decil  iti  question: 
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HISTORY  OF  THE  TOWN  OF  GRAVESEND. 


Gravesend,  May  the  seventh,  10.14.  Certain  Indians,  viz., 
Matlenoh,  Sachemacko  [Sachem ) of  Niocko  [Nyack]  bein^ 
demanded  against  a certain  parcel  of  land,  viz.,  a neck  of 
land  from  Antonie  Johnson’s  house  southward  and  on  Island 
called  Conye  Island,  to  whom  it  did  belong  unto,  they  did  all 
declare  that  it  was  to  their  knowledge  the  right  and  true 
proper  land  of  one  Guttaquoh.  and  called  by  them  Narrioch, 
that  is  to  say,  the  Island;  and  the  neck  of  land  is  called  by 
them  Jtanahanning,  and  in  testimony  of  the  premises  have 
hereunto  set  their  hands. 


The  above  sd  quantitic  of  land  being  within  the  bounds 
and  limits  of  the  land  granted  by  pattent  to  certain  patent- 
ees and  inhabitants  of  Gravesend,  by  the  late  Gov.  Kieft,  the 
above  said  Guttaquoh  doth,  hereby,  acknowledge  and  de- 
clare to  have  sold  all  his  right,  interest  and  claims  to  the 
above  said  quantities  of  laud,  called  Narriockh  and  Mana- 
hanning,  unto  the  honourable  the  lords  Bewint  Hebbers  of 
the  West  India  Company  of  the  Chamber  of  Amsterdam, 
for  the  use,  right  and  propertie  of  the  above  said  patentees 
and  inhabitants  of  Gravesend,  as  having  received  fifteen 
fathoms  of  sewan,  two  gunns,  three  pounds  of  powder,  for, 
and  in,  consideration  of  the  said  land,  of  the  said  patentees 
and  inhabitants  and  doe  hereby  by  virtue  hereof  assigne,  sell 
and  make  over  all  my  right,  title  and  interest  unto  the  said 
land  unto  them,  their  lieirs,  e.vecutors,  administrators  and 
assigns  to  enjoy  as  their  own  proper  land,  together  with  all 
the  meadow  land  and  mar.sh  land  thereunto  appertaining. 
In  confirmation  whereof  I have  hereunto  set  my  hand  the 
seventh  of  May  1654. 


Subscribed  and  acknowledged  in  the  presence  of  us 
Geo.  L.  Right,  A.  Kandell. 


Jno.  Willson.  Jcet,  Interpreter. 

The  following  deeds  recorded  in  the  ofiice  of  the  Secretary 
of  State,  at  Albany,  N.  Y.,  also  possess  interest  as  touching 
materially  on  early  Gravesend  history. 


Paptomora,  Chief  of  ye  Indians,  1 

To 

James  Hubbard,  John  Bowne,  John  Til-  - 
ton,  Jr.,  Richard  Stout,  William 
Goulding  and  Samuel  Spicer.  J 

Taplawappammund,  Mattamahicka- 
nick,  and  Yauptochanimund,  Kack- 
enhnm,  also  Mattanoh,  Norchon  and 
Qurrmeck,  I 

To 

John  Tilton,  Samuel  Spicer,  William 
Goulding,  Richard  Gibbons,  James 
Grover  and  Richard  Stout. 


.Ian.  2.5,  1664. 
Lib.  3,  page  1. 


April  7,  1603. 
Lib.  3,  page  3. 


Manavendo,  Emmerdesolsee,  Pap-  ' 
pornera,  Checawnemm,  Shan- 
nernun,  Cramanscun,  Wineger- 
meca,  Macca, 

To 

James  Grover,  John  Bowne, 
Richard  Stout,  Tohn  Tilton, 
Richard  Gibbons,  William 
Goulding,  Samuel  Spii-rr,  and 
the  rest  of  the  comiiany.  J 


Dated  June  5,  1065. 
Liber  3,  page  5. 


Correction  of  Error. — It  may  be  well  here  to  cor- 
rect a ridiculous'//a’.syjr//if  made  in  Thomi’.son’.s  Hiatury 
of  Lony  Eland,  ii.,  76,  which  reHects  eomewliat  upon 
the  fair  fame  of  Gravesend.  It  occurs  in  this  quotation; 
on  the  I4th  of  April,  1641),  John  Furman  agreed  with 
the  town  to  kee|)  their  calves  for  three  weeks  for  sixty 
guilders,  “to  be  paid  in  money,  tobacco,  or  corn,  and 
some  hitters,  if  desired.”  In  the  original  manuscript  the 
word  “bitters”  is  found  to  be  butter! 

Ancient  Homesteads. — But  few  of  these  remain, 
the  most  not.al>le  being  the  following  : 

The  Stillwell  House. — Thi.s  house  was  formerly  in 
possession  of  the  Van  Sicklen  family.  Fenlinandes 
Van  Sicklen  was  the  first  owner  of  the  property,  to 
whom  we  can  distinctly  trace  it;  although  it  may  have 
been  in  the  family  for  several  generations  before. 

After  the  death  of  Ferdinandes,  who  was  a man  of 
considerable  note  in  the  town,  and  died  some  time  in 
the  latter  part  of  the  last  century,  the  property,  includ- 
ing the  house  (then  new),  xvas  inherited  by  his  son  Cor- 
nelius, the  grandfather  of  Henry  and  Abram  Van  Sick- 
len, now  large  property  owners  on  Coney  Island. 
Cornelius  sold  it  to  one  Richard  Stillwell,  from  which 
time  the  Stillwell  interest  in  the  property  begins.  It  i.-: 
said  of  Cornelius  Van  Sicklen  that,  after  he  sold  the 
property,  he  went  to  Pleasant  Valley,  Dutchess  county 


TUE  STILLWELL  HOUSE. 


and  bought  a farm.  Soon  his  wife  died,  and  he  re- 
turned to  Gravesend.  Happening  one  day  to  meet  a 
svorthy  maiden,  Katrina  Stillwell,  while  she  was  in  the 
act  of  milking  the  cow,  being  struck  with  her  modest 
beauty,  and  perhaps  also  with  her  worth  as  a frugal 
helpyneet  for  a farmer,  he  at  once  proposed  marriage  to 
her  on  the  spot;  and  after  one  night  for  careful  de- 
liberation, he  was  acccjited.  From  this  marriage 
sprang  the  present  Van  Sicklen  family,  which  is  the 
third  generation. 

Richard  Stillwell,  whom  we  left  in  jiossc.ssion  of  the 
property,  occupied  the  old  house  till  his  death,  when  it 
was  conveyed  to  his  son  Daniel,  whose  heirs  still  hoM 
it.  3Ir.  Stillwell  lived  in  the  old  housi'  for  some  xN»ar<, 
■when  he  built  a fine  residence  in  striking  contrast  to 
the  low-roofed,  side-shingled  house  of  his  fathers. 


I 

r»  rtrsn  •'  U"  " ,-.J  vc;.,  •■  not:3^tf  -* 

'»*Vfc‘>\\  DT'I •-  ill.'iitiU  "I  ' 

HjH  ijtilxri.r  •*  ' • .I; -•!  i!  ■»!/»,>;.  i.  A^'.v.-i  ,,,  'X  ^ 

.'I  :<!:  i>:  J .'-'kvf'V  .'t*  )«'  n I t’i-i  'M  ! 

>■.,  I .-.t:  i-  nr.ivrn‘1  /uUtT.  ,■■  I '•■i.'  "'ll.*  i{u-l  liii  j 

lr|-  T nj'tli}  t')'l  r ./ll.’’  I 'll  If*'  ''If  I 

'£  ,i>‘i..i  ■I'''  ,T'-*n  *.il  f'i  !*rtnj  I'l  '•  I '* 

ft'KifWn'  i.in  ln.Ti;L;,'T'  "ii  i'  ^>nu**  ■ 

^--^•l\'.iA.vt.I  r;J  ' 

vf-'nlf  1"  ll''!  • ihi^.ai'p.ojnoH  InabnA 

: 3iit'«oii*>i  -'''I  rii-'jc)iiii  i-«oi:t^oJ} . 

■'  fj-.i/  ■ -'li  T f*.H  ;.ri.>  rxi-rfc  .TiiT  | 

■)  ' I .virnf/iV  ifilAV'"-  HnV  ylT  lo  ni*  *.  • j 

•<;il  7/.ra  U n.  •••'■:  f 'n-'ir'  ru,^-  ‘■■/f  ; 

^in  ij  rc~'_>' • ; fl'I'j /•i'.  ''F  . 1 1 (It  I- 1 _’i;'  i.l  'I'l  j 

) nriH  4:  -ll  Vjff-';/ ■ i.udtil'Tj 'I  k jLi ‘'-ij A 

•.."■lit  ‘•[niot  '■■;ll*.l  f "•  ‘ ' '■  ,'f  >fl  ..'K)£.  '■>  ' 

ii;l'i(it  .V’lf-Jij"'",  Oi!^  ''ii'ii}  ('>  Jci;;  ’ji't  !*4 

t*"?- 1*0^  f;fij  V I 'rf.ti  .1  "'J-H  f 'fl'  j 

i'rai  fjU  ■*<) " .•lijji'i  V:fil‘>n  j 

V'.fv,.;A  >Jf'  -•  >iW/v'  'Ml  ) J,  *1.1  v/(.irt  ,;f»!  | 

in,  .J.'.':  ''i  ’,fo«  -ur  - ; 

;1''.  ‘ .-Ii:  fi  ' I , .'.’'iMiri ‘.nb '"tiii 

;''V  fiii..-.'  <>j{  -|  / 'fu  i..  IT“'J  'i^.  ' i:  f >,■  'utA3  J"  i'll.  --' 

■’tr.**"  ••  .V  3ti-.-f:-.'!-' 1 ■■'  '‘'I  -'."M 


. .viv  ►in..J.«rdtl^«a  i*AM  tirfJ  • T^a-'JsyiwiO 

•JM  ' A Ui':]  . r.i'il  I'l  rAM.Isnhj  't'f  •*':*»I&  .i'- fUoV. 

>‘t*  i>r  in  . if  I ' '.•  i’'nni«|  Hii.:'''*''  n •►fni.'/j*  J>'i4iOi\.'i<*l* 

imiiBsI  •■■Ii.'',.' l*vf;-i/ilju<«  ' •’Oi'»"i''li 

Jlcl'.!-  . . '(^1  !*'l'  ‘ "f”  ^ 

(ip-?!  f'l-.i  ' '•,  I •'.i:  "'.  * " ' ' ■i.*<'f  of  J*'*'*> 

'f.'.ivn^'/'*  .'■>  "H  Ai  I - ili*’'  i«»<5 • *VM'  ■'  r^'  ’ 

7ii  fei  i'aiJ  ;i^v*a  jH.’  I ’.ii:  bjiu.iei  hi^j  m - 

•>V'(!i',  *<i(’  it'  ffi'iuitl''*  '•  i*t  tnJf*  n’>tb 


Sfini'Ct’  *j.  ) n.^(i)rv-  'juiod  tiut.I  In  ^ 'n:*r 

0?  , •ifii'l  'I*  i '''nirsjt  LinaiJ  91^  boif 

, ' ■!  'l  l : -I , /.ni-n  In  .iliwtliff/:-!*.!  h'M  If'-* 

*nb  (>;  fc-fnle’"' I'n.T  -id-itwliTi  .trl.'fit  wii  il'fc  fl</s  »7«d- c>« 

-ij.ia*'.  Jifut  -MAj  Vu  BitiiifwiiMp'  Mc« 

V.  -Jiiivi'/F’  ■ : I Kit>  '4'j' njoro/l  v'l*  0J1H1  jaiaami’ 

,iLitl.viJ£i  iA  1"  •■.f-'-iiVJ  orlj  V>  •.;(j»;iyr^.*p  '.i  • ft  i’b 

ii: 'iJif.-Tint  ' n-:'  i ' -.i  Act  aWi'>j('‘c<4  ti"« 

••jiJft  o f/cyj'-'T  !•>  afnAJiatalitf  http 

.•40I  -j-'iif'  nv.’j  kiMNn*‘itifiiA 

HOttj.T'-f,  r 1 U'. Jii  I'U?*  "iJ  'K*  - tj. 

1'j3  'i.  'fl  -(  ti'tx 

f»ilj  .*3;i"  i-fjJiii  *'if«nij;j  ■ f;,'n  cei^b:  V^'ni  jiUfsi'bij# 

■I  ;i  *n’'! ' • i(7ri-  f*Jctf  l*nnl 

U«  'i/l'i.'  'I'HJO'iij  iT'«n  i U 

r',-ji;ii);n'iit<4i3  '-Vf.!.,*-*'.!  'b <■*■'•'  iff*  JWtt-rtHti' 

t.Tfi  biicfl  ' ti  !■  r.  .itfiii'nc'il  -visil  1 fidftftiiaifijioo  «tf 

* .t-'.3£  > i-K  ifr  tfioMrm 


1 


A.;. 


..  l'  , 

At 


n;> 


, 1.:  - cT 

' 'x* 


.UK'.  VMjnV'.  F'JKX- 


, I,'  iiiii':  J'5(ii  (.‘U 

fi'  ty.i^  tii'in  ' 


'.innS 

1:  •H-i'i.H 


'.S’.  tI  /'  I'lnt-'OC-l  Lc. 


'0  Ef  I'y^iC,  ’lyfitl-h/  i .-f.  Ji  -Jr-fiirflll; 

.>.r  ,c*nA) 

vii.!yT'<>3  *'il‘j  ■<r^^£5^by^»ov^t•-?iba6if  '{I^AaiTT  ■ 

jjQifl-.iuat  --.4i  i,ef*T‘!J(ii  jWit*  ■ V- 1.  ,m^8  1o. 

/■  ,?£r.‘  ib«J  S'*  .ftWrtt'ii  veA 


; .!•  i.i'.  ft  otU  'jlitlvc  ,i;  w/iii.’*'  rnbi/Ji  ,it'.);auii  »,.bt  'V/ 
•i-.il  (JLti'jf  >}■>"■.  5^  *'i  lo  ,J3ji 

:;tn’  I -.c:  'b'l'.fi'  f-'J-  ibi'E  imc 

•'trf  i':  iin**b‘7--’ •'■'■  ' ‘'>E0  ijj 'n.'i. , f ifiiiJ.!- C V.'.’t I' 

c'iii>  >i;*>  -loi  nl^jiu  jifo  -J'jIIb' L-Tii  a'b  «o  'fyni 

i;ii-.;in  o.'rfl  .n:'''r*r  .L'4ji{  j:>-jx;  ' iUJ'Ti  Jii  .iiobeiadti 

f >i  (i-.ifl’X  .yi'i't.ci  ii>l;lvf(i  xi'  -^  £ifi-5‘A‘f  .otb 

.iiikijf.Tjnog 

'f  1*1  fl<*  •*'9'’ii''4H  11  'I'xJ  'i'ff  llfi'icl'l/  .IFov  llb^ 

i."-  il'f  '.if'.#»l*  <ii;i  Uii  iir,«.ii''I  Ii'n  rA''' 

i;'*.  . !^.;j  .N/ifiAQ  nci-.  ="n|  *.•}  hjrv 

ii^r,*  .]  'J  t"A.  £^4Vit  ‘iJC-  Jc 

'tAt'y.;'  ■ i- -b'FttxiJfJ'i  ui  tnU''{’(- 79  tliiiil  Jtt 

. *.!il  hi  LtAlgFictlii- vii'^  .UytiKn-'wi^l  '*x}) 


oT 


J -f  T xiidx't.  .'sn'wijtl  ridi'f,  Jf'iaildiu;!  ?'>x* 
J ''V'"!,'*'  1 atXXllliW  jlCi'iJ?',  ioftitidfi  v?Ai  .*uv 


.v'ttl's!  ,7 


rt?ff 

.0  ,fc  n»rfL'l 


?'>j*»eL 

UST 

jSi;i!if$«7'  ,ixata8  Isc/ntwi^  ,ix^li  P ttnoX 
SbiHat  ,<saoi<m5.»  ,;^axt*:»f'0 

7'  .Iirc>l3  lifia  ly.  nO 

_.iV4‘jX^'^T*  , >v'i\  ,CiV*r4'UV':  V 

’•/Jwo'AiAO  .u*' tP' '■*'* 

1<  I*.  .TiBvc-VI)  A ^ 

^ ,;ija  »f4i  0j^wt»  .'♦•w.iAO  '-■'■'fTal 

I iijc  jTrc;  .iHMc 

j p i'rtiV/'  i^cjo*t.7!9  , . ftriitrfttfe'l  , 

I filU  InxMltlliB  ' 

"1:  .yifyiriTOa  »ii» 


•X*«'  « ^ 


r *?t-:  I 


•A,.  A' 

_rf  J-. 


V.  . 


ANCIENT  J[03rESTEABS. 


3 


After  this  the  old  liouse  was  oconpied  hy  his  farmer, 
and  continues  so  to  be  used  to  this  day.  It  is  a vener- 
able structure,  probal)ly  over  a century  old,  and  is  still 
in  a fair  state  of  preservation. 

The  SrnvKEP.  House. — Tliis  is  anotlier  of  the  old 
land-marks  of  Gravesend.  AV'e  can  only  trace  it  l)ack 
three  generations,  to  Cornelius  Stryker,  who,  at  his 
death,  left  it  to  his  son  Derick. 

After  his  death,  it  continued  to  be  the  family  resi- 
dence for  over  30  years.  In  18G1,  when  the  youngest 
child,  Cornelius  D.  Stryker,  became  of  .age,  the  farm 
was  divided,  and  the  widow  bouglit  the  interest  of  the 
other  heirs  in  the  old  house. 

Some  ten  or  fifteen  years  later,  she  sold  the  hou.se  to 
her  son-in-law,  3Ir.  David  Jone.s,  the  present  owner. 
It  begins  to  show  plainly  the  marks  of  age.  Its  history 


a year  b(  fore  needed,  and  well  seasoned,  would  now  b ■ 
considered  almo.st  too  cumbersome  for  a five-story  fac- 
tory. 


THE  STUVKER  HOUSE. 


must  reach  back  nearly,  if  not  fully,  a hundred  years. 
Like  the  Stillwell  House,  it  is  built  after  the  Dutch 
fashion  of  the  early  times;  it  is  one  story,  witli  e.vtend- 
ing  eaves  on  either  side  which  form  a kind  of  jiiazza, 
and  with  the  living,  sleeping  .and  working  rooms  mostly 
on  the  ground  floor. 

What  is  remarkable  about  this  house  is  that  the  roof 
has  never  been  renewed,  and  the  shingles,  though  very 
mucli  dilapidated  and  oj)en  to  the  weather,  are  still  the 
s.aTne  that  were  laid  when  the  house  was  first  liuilt  ; 
])robably  long  before  the  oldest  person  in  town  was 
born.  An  outl.ay  of  a few  hundred  dollars  wouhl 
make  it  good  for  many  years  to  come. 

The  Johxsox  House. — This  house  was  built  by 
Ikarrent  Johnson,  from  whom  it  descended,  through  his 
son,  to  the  late  Barrent  Johnson,  for  many  years  Asso- 
ciate-Justice of  the  Court  of  Sessions,  whose  heirs  now 
hold  it.  This  house,  though  not  so  old  as  the  otliers 
mentioned,  is  far  older  in  appearance  and  more  dilaju- 
dated,  and  shows  the  sad  neglect  of  years.  It  is  fast 
p.assing  into  an  uninhabitable  condition. 

To  look  at  these  old  houses,  one  would  think  they 
wore  built  to  last,  not  for  years,  but  centuries. 

The  large,  heavy  timbers  then  used,  which  were  cut 


THE  JOH.VbON  HOUSE. 

This  old  house  is  especially  noteworthy,  because  it 
stands,  on  what  v/ill  be  seen  by  the  old  map,  to  have 
been  originally  the  “ Bowery  of  ye  Lady  Moody,’’  and 
is  no  doubt  very  near  the  site  of  her  earlv  residence. 
It  is  situated,  like  tlie  other  two  mentioned,  near  the 
center  of  the  village. 

It  cannot  fail  to  awaken  in  the  mind  of  one  wh'.i 
knows  anything  of  its  history,  grateful  thoughts  of  t'.e 
noble  woman  who  took  so  grand  and  memorable  a n.ari 
in  the  early  settlement,  defence  and  prosperity  of  ll.  • 
town. 

CoTT.vGE  OF  Rev.  A.  P.  Stockwell. — Thi.s  cottage 
is  situated  a little  distance  from  the  village,  and  ne.ir 
the  Ocean  parkway,  which  connects  Prospect  Park  witi; 
the  ocean.  It  was  built  by  Rev.  A.  P.  Stockwell,  jia.-- 
tor  of  tile  Reformed  Church  at  Gravesend,  in  1S52,  f<T 
his  private  residence.  IMr.  Dixon  of  Brooklyn  ^ca'  tne 


THE  KESIDENVE  OF  REV.  P.  STOCK\VELL. 
areliitect,  and  IMr.  John  Y.  McKane,  of  Gravesend,  the 
builder. 

It  has  been  greatly'  admired  for  its  architectural 
beauty,  and  tin*  convenience  of  its  internal  arrang;- 
ment.  It  also  specially'  shows  the  contrast  bet  ween  the 
jiresent  style  and  arrangement  of  dwellings,  and  th.at 
of  a hundred  years  ago,  and  the  advance  which  has  in 
these  years  been  made. 
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HISTORY  OF  CONEY  ISLAND. 


Topography.  About  7 miles  southerly  from  | 
New  York  city,  at  the  extreme  entrance  to  its 
harbor,  facing  the  Atlantic  Ocean,  and  separated 
from  Long  Island  by  a narrow  creek,  is  an  island 
about  5 miles  long,  varying  in  width  from  a few  hundred 
feet  to  three-fourths  of  a mile,  which,  within  the  last  few 
years,  has  become  celebrated  as  the  watering-place  of 
New  York  and  Brooklyn — Coney  Island.  It  com- 
prises about  80  acres  of  arable  land;  its  southerly  bor- 
der is  an  ocean-washed  beach  of  fine  white  sand,  and 
its  northerly  border,  along  the  creek,  which  divides  it 
from  the  mainland,  is  mainly  salt-marsh  or  meadow. 
The  ])resent  Coney  Island  has  been  formed  by  the  grad- 
ual aggregation,  in  times  past,  of  several  separate  tracts; 
and,  until  the  beginning  of  the  present  century,  the 
w'cstern  portion  of  the  present  island  was  the  only  part 
known  by  that  name.  Its  Indian  name  was  Narrioch, 
and  it  extended  from  Norton’s  Point  easterly,  to  near 
the  site  of  Rich.  Ravenhall’s  establishment;  and,  when 
first  discovered,  was  much  broader  north  by  south  than 
now,  (see  the  Narrative  of  the  Lahadists,  1679-80,  and 
Tiioiipson’s  iristory  of  Long  Island).  This  Narrioch, 
the  original  Coney  Island,  was  bounded  east  by  an  in- 
let connecting  the  bay  and  ocean,  and  separating  it 
from  Coney  Hook,  a peninsula  of  the  mainland  extend- 
ing south  to  the  ocean.  A ditch  was  dug  through  the 
salt-marsh  of  Coney  Hook,  from  Brown’s  creek  east  to 
Hubbard’s  creek,  making  Coney  Hook  an  island;  thence- 
forth known  as  Pine  Island,  from  its  being  rather  heav- 
ily timbered  with  pine,  oak  and  cedar.  Eastward  from, 
and  adjoining  Pine  Island,  was  Pino  Island  Inlet,  sep- 
arating Pine  Island  and  Guisbert’s  Island.  Paul  Bauer’s 
West  Brighton  Hotel  occupies  part  of  the  site  of  this 
inlet,  which  was  aii  almost  direct  southerly  continuation 
of  Hubbard's  creek.  Next  easterly  to  this  iidet  was 
Guisbert  Island,  the  largest  of  all  the  divisions  of  Coney 
Island,  and  which  contained  all  the  arable  land;  being, 
therefore,  often  called  in  the  Gravesend  records  “ the 
island.”  In  front,  and  on  the  southerly  side  of  Guis- 
bert’s Island,  was  the  “ Great  Pond,”  a considerable 

/ 

sheet  of  water,  discharging  into  the  ocean  at  its  west- 
erly end,  nearly  in  front  of  Bader’s  Hotel  at  the  Ocean 
Parkway;  and,  at  the  otlu-r  end,  opening  into  Sheepshead 
Bay,  east  of  “Windmill  Hill,”  on  Manhattan  Beach. 
This  pond  and  these  inlots  were  the  main  appro.aches 
into  Sheepshead  Bay  from  the  ocean.  The  outer  shore  i 


I of  this  pond  was  a low,  flat  sand-bar,  skirting  the  entire 
front  of  Guisbert’s  Island,  on  the  ocean.  Easterlv  <>f 
this  bar  and  Guisbert’s  Island,  was  another  inlet,  known 
as  Plumb  Beach  Inlet,  and  separating  these  portions  of 
Coney  Island  from  Pelican  Beach,  then  a part  of  Barren 
Island.  By  the  filling  u[>  of  Plumb  Beach  Inlet,  aini 
the  breaking  through  the  beach  of  another  irdet  muc’n 
further  east.  Pelican  Beach  has  become  a part  of  Conev 
Island. 

Discovery.  Coney  Island  was  first  visited  by  Ver- 
azzano,  in  his  discovery  of  this  region,  in  1527  and  1529. 
It  would  seem,  from  De  Laet's,  and  also  from  .Juet’s 
narratives  of  the  voyage  and  discovery  of  Henry  Hud- 
son, in  1609,  that  this  was  one  of  the  jilaces  at  which 
they  landed  and  had  interview  with  the  savages. 

Settlement.  In  164;5  Gravesend  was  settled  bv 
Lady  Moody  and  friends;  but,  before  the  date  of  the  sec- 
ond or  confirmatory  patent  granted  them  in  1645,  several 
persons  took  uj)  farms  within  what  became  afterward< 
the  town-boundaries,  and  for  which  they  held  individual 
patents.  In  iMay,  1643,  Antonie  Jansen  Van  Salee 
took  a patent  for  laml,  of  which  the  larger  portion  -was 
at  the  extreme  westerly  part  of  the  town  (near  Union- 
ville),  and  the  balance  was  a strij>  running  southerlv 
thi?refrom,  wliich  the  English  settlers  also  claimeil.  Thev 
had  also  undertaken  to  extinguish  the  Indian  title  to 
the  land  granted  the  town,  by  direct  purchases  from  the 
natives.  The  earliest  of  these,  November  1st,  1649 
had  been  that  of  Narrioch  (the  original  Conev  Island), 
froni  Ci[)pehacke,  sachem  of  the  Canarsies.  But  the 
Nyack  Indians  also  claimed  ownership  of  this;  and 
Francis  de  Bruyne,  who  had  succeeded  to  the  owner- 
ship of  the  Jansen  Van  Salee  farm,  insisted  uyion  his 
right  to  the  strip,  which  lay  between  its  two  portions. 
Anxious  to  fortify  their  claim  to  this,  as  well  a.'  to  Nar- 
rioch, which  they  had  come  to  look  upon  as  their  own 
(though  Kieft’s  patent  only  g.ive  them  the  privilege  of 
pasturing  on  it),  they  obtained  from  the  Nyacks,  Mav 
Tth,  1654  (for  15  fathoms  of  scawant,  2 guns,  3 lbs. 
of  jiowdcr),  a conveyance  of  Coney  Island,  and  the  dis- 
puted neck  of  land;  which  latter  was  an  inheritance  of 
litigation  to  the  town  of  Gravesend,  some  of  the  suits 
arising  from  it  being  yet  pending  in  the  courts.  Guis- 
bert Op  Dyck,  the  original  patentee  of  Coney  Island, 
being  Commissioner  of  Provisions  for  the  colony  of 
1 North  America,  neglected  to  occupy  his  patent;  but. 
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Soiilf,  iiiche-i  to  the  inilo. 

This  uiai'  is  alluded  to  by  Dr.  Stuo.no  in  Ids  ifi.-/oi )/  o/  Ftalhu.->)i.  piico  -I;  .and  it  Is  also  Illustrative  of  tlie  disputes  between  De  Uruyn  oiw  ner 
of  the  Jaiisen  Van  ^alee  patent)  and’the  Town  of  Gravesend.  :>ee  luiites  I5s  and  J >'.l. 
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afterwards,  being  thrown  out  of  public  employment, 
began  to  think  how  ho  could  realize  upon  it.  In  Au- 
gust, IGGl,  he  presented  to  the  Director  and  Council  a 
petition  setting  forth  that  the  people  of  Gravesend 
were  in  the  constant  use  of  “a  certain  little  islan<l,  sit- 
uate between  the  tide-creek  and  Coney  Dland,  and  now 
called  Guisbert’s  Island,”  and  were  very  anxious  to  pur- 
chase it  for  pasturage  of  their  cattle,  and  pr-aj-ing  that 
he  might  be  alloweil  to  dispose  of  it  to  that  town.  But, 
as  the  Council  took  no  notice  of  his  petition,  and  the 
Gravesend  peoj)le  apparently  were  less  anxious  than  he 
represented,  to  purchase  land  of  which  they  were  already 
virtually  in  possession,  Op  Dyck  tinally,  October  20,  16G1, 
having  failed  to  sell  to  them  part  of  the  grouml  claimed 
in  his  patent,  sold  the  whole  of  it  to  Dick  De  Wolf,  a 
merchant  of  New  Amsterdam,  who  had  obtained  f rom  the  j 
Amsterdam  Chamber  of  the  W.  I.  Companv,  the  exclu- 
sive j)rivilege  of  making  salt  in  the  Nieuw  Netherlands. 
Do  Wolf  promptly  established  his  salt-works  on  the  is- 
land, and  his  agents  ordered  the  Gravesend  ])eople  to  cease 
pasturing  their  cattle,  or  making  hay  thereon.  This  rous- 
ed the  ire  of  the  Gravesend  settlers,  who  “ laid  waste  his 
garden,  tore  down  the  surrounding  palisades  and  burned 
them  completely,  threatening  to  throw  the  foreman  of 
the  work,  who  reproved  them,  on  the  top  of  the  burn- 
ing pile.”  The  matter,  being  brought  before  the  Direc- 
tor and  Council,  was  by  them  decided  favorably  to  the 
ETiglish  ; but,  on  reference  to  the  Council  of  the  AC.  I, 
Company,  at  Holland,  that  body  (jealous  of  English  in- 
fluences, as  is  evident  from  their  instructions  to  Gover- 
nor Stuyvesant)  called  for  all  the  paj>ers  in  the.  case, 
desiring  meanwhile  that  a guard  of  “two  or  three 
soldiers  ” .should  be  sent  to  take  possession  of  De 
AVolf's  house,  etc.,  in  the  name  of  the  Company,  and  to 
“prevent  further  robbeiies  and  outrage.”  Stuvvesant, 
however,  who  was  no  fiuend  to  Guisbert  Oj>  Dvck,  the 
original  patejitee,  and  who  had  good  reason  to  keej)  on 
the  best  of  terms  with  the  Gravesend  people,  inani- 
' fested  no  especial  haste  to  comjdy  with  the  orders  of 
his  superiors.  For,  in  January,  1664,  the  directors  of 
the  AV.  I.  Company  again  wrote  to  him  complaining  of 
his  delay  ; which,  however,  continued  until  the  transfer 
of  the  Nieuw  Netherlands  to  the  English  in  September 
of  that  year,  dis{)Osed  finally  of  the  fortunes  of  i\\.Q  f.rst 
manvfacturlng  enterprise,  ever  established  teithin  the 
limits  of  the  present  Kings  county. 

By  the  new  charter  Avhich  the  English  Governor 
Nicolls  granted  Gravesend  in  1GG8,  Coney  Island  i^Nar- 
rioch)  was  not  embraced  Avithin  the  tOAvn-limits  ; and 
this,  Avith  similar  defects  relating  to  the  town’s  disputes 
Avith  De  Bruyne,  Avas  sought  to  be  rectitied  in  a patent 
obtained  by  the  toAvn,  in  1671,  from  Governor  Love-  j 
lace.  Having  thus  considerably  enlarged  their  bounds  j 
and  perfected  their  title,  the  Gravesend  people  (1G70)  j 
entertained  the  jirojeet  of  ^dividing  Guisbert’s  Bland  ; ' 
Avhieh  Avas  not  diuii',  however,  uni  il  Oct<'h.r,  1677.  when.  ! 
by  .Samuel  Spicer,  Samuel  Ih'liiU'  and  U.ilph  Cardall. 


appointed  a committee  for  the  purpose,  it  Avas  divided 
into  thirty-nine  parts  or  shares,  of  .about  tAvo  acres  each. 
The  iidiabitants  then  agreed  “ that  the  said  island  shall 
be  fenced  and  planted  only  Avith  Imlian-corn,  tobacco 
or  any  summer  grain,  and  not  else  ; that  the  cattle 
may  have  the  benedit  of  feeding  until  the  beginninir  of 
the  third  month,  or  until  the  meadows  are  through,  and 
then  in  the  latter  part  of  the  year,  when  tobacco  and 
Indian  corn  are  housed,  and  the  said  land  is  to  be 
thrown  open  to  commons,  when  the  major  part  will  use 
their  land  no  longer,  as  being  worn  out.”  'Tlie  lots  and 
names  of  OAAmers  in  this  diyision  were: — 1,  Thomas  Til- 
ton ; 2,  Samuel  Holmes  ; 3,  John  Lake  ; 4,  AA’illiam 
Compton  ; 5,  Samuel  Spicer  ; G,  James  Hubbard  ; 7, 
John  Tilton  ; 8,  John  BoAvne  ; 9,  John  Griegs  ; lu. 
John  Lake;  11,  B.arriit  Jnriansen  ; 12,  Ohadiah  AA'-’- 
kins  ; 1.3,  Samuel  Holmes  ; 14,  Halph  Cardell  ; 15, 
John  BoAA’ne  ; 16,  Thomas  Delavall  ; 17,  John  Tilton. 
Jr.  ; 18,  John  Cooke  ; 19,  Nicholas  Stillwell  ; 20,  Peter 
Synison  ; 21,  Richard  Stillwell  ; 22,  John  Tilton,  Jr.  ; 
23,  Thomas  Delavall  ; 24,  Samuel  Spicer  ; 2.5,  Barent 
Jnriansen  ; 26,  John  Griggs  ; 27,  Samuel  Spicer  : 2S. 
Charles  Bridges  ; 29,  Thomas  Delavall  ; 30,  John  Lake  ; 
31,  Ann  AA'ilkins  ; 32,  AVilliam  AA'illiamson  ; 33.  John 
Emails  ; 34,  Ralph  Cardell  ; 3.5,  John  Poland  ; 36, 
John  Applegate  ; 37,  Samuel  Holmes  ; 3S,  Samuel 
Spicer  ; 39,  AA^illiam  Goulding. 

By  the  new  conA-eyance  from  the  Indians,  in  16 '4. 
and  the  confirmatory  charter  obtained  from  GoA'ernor 
Dongan,  1685,  Coney  Island  was  fully  secured  to  Graves- 
end. 

The  Lahadist  travellers  have  left  us  a clear  descrip- 
tion of  Coney  Island,  as  they  saAV  it  in  1679  ; “The 
outer  shore  of  this  [Long]  Island  has  before  it  several 
small  islands  and  broken  lands,  such  as  Coney  Island 
(7  Conijnen  Eylandt),  a Ioav  sandy  i.-^land  of  about 
three  hours  circuit,  its  westerly  jioint  forming  Avit'n 
Sandy  Hook,  on  the  other  side,  the  entrance  from  the 
sea.  It  is  oblong  in  shape  and  is  groAvn  OA'er  Avith 
bushes.  Nobody  lives  upon  it,  but  it  is  used  in  winter 
for  keeping  cattle,  horses,  oxen,  hogs  and  others,  Avhich 
are  able  to  obtain  there  suflioient  to  eat  the  Avhole  win- 
ter, and  to  shelter  themselves  from  the  cold  in  the 
thickets.  This  island  is  not  so  cold  as  Long  Island,  or 
the  Alanhatans  or  others,  like  some  other  islaiuB  on  the 
coast,  in  conse<pience  of  their  liaA’ing  more  sea-l>reeze, 
and  of  the  saltness  of  the  sma  breaking  upon  the  shoah, 
rocks  and  reefs,  with  Avhich  the  coast  is  beset.” 

Subsequent  Divisions  of  the  Island.— FoIIoav- 
in<>'  the  rule  established  in  the  original  division  of  the 
Gravesend  settlement,  viz  : thirty-nine  shares  or  por- 
tions (there  Averc  in  the  first  division  forty  sluires,  one 
of  Avhich  Avas  for  a school-house),  the  balance  of  the 
present  island  Avas,  from  time  to  time,  divided  among 
the  Gravesend  inhabitants,  ahvays  in  thirty-nine  >hares  ; 
\i/.:  a'  we  leave  -eeii,  in  ie.77.  Gui-^bort’-i  Bland  ; 176', 
mead.'W  at  e.i.'t  end  of  (.bii-bert’>  Bland  ; Plum!'  B- 
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DIVISION  OF  CONEY  ISLAND— ROADS— PIRACY. 


lain!  ; “ Scijgo  Bank”  (^ranhaUan  lieacb)  ; 1706, 

tlhj  “ iiiiiMIc  <livisioii  (jf  the  islainl”  fpresont  W.  A 
Eiigeruan,  Brigliton  Jieacli  and  liaee  Track),  etc.  The 
two  late.st  divisions  wore  made  in  1815  and  1821. 

The  Town’s  Commonage  Leases  of  Coney- 
Island. — By  agreement  of  its  inhahitants  and  free- 
holders in  town-meeting  a.ssembled,  the  town  had,  from 
time  to  time,  leased  Pine  and  Coney  Islands,  in  seven- 
year  lea.ses  (reserving  for  the  freeholders  “the  privilege 
of  fishing,  grazing,  fowling,  hawking,  gunning,  hunting, 
cutting  off  and  carting  off  any  sort  of  timber,”  etc.),  to 
the  following  persons  : 1702,  John  Griggs  ; 1720,  Rich- 
ard Stillwell  ; 1727,  Thomas  Stillwell  ; 1731,  Richard 
Stillwell  ; 1733,  Capt.  John  Cannon,  mariner,  of  Xew 
York  ; 1789,  the  islands  were  let  in  three  divisions,  to 
the  highest  bidders,  viz.,  Abraham  and  John  Emans, 
and  John  Yan  Cleef  ; this  arrangement  continued  an- 
nually (the  lessees  being  Emans,  Van  Cleef,  Jones  and 
Voorhis)  until  1803,  when  the  town  directed  the  Com- 
missioners of  Highways  to  “ let,  for  one  season,  at  pub- 
lic vendue,  to  the  highest  bidder,  all  the  undivided 
mowing-meadows  or  commons”  in  the  town,  etc.;  “the 
sand  on  I’lumb  Island  and  Pine  Island  beaches”  to  be 
let  by  contract,  the  rights  of  Gravesend  people  to  sand 
being  protected. 

Roads  on  Coney  Island. — A road  to  the  island 
was  made  in  1734,  from  the  record  of  which  it  appears 
that  the  inlet  between  Coney  Island  and  Coney  Hook 
(Pine  Island)  bad,  by  this  time,  become  so  shoal  that 
the  road  was  laid  right  along  the  beach  without  regard 
to  it,  and  yet  the  two  islands  are  divided  by  it — thus 
fixing  the  time  when  the  process  of  filling  up  this  inlet 
was  going  on  ; and  that  Coney  Hook  had  become  sep- 
arated from  the  main  land  and  had  become  an  island. 
Thomas  Stillwell,  a very  prominent  citizen  of  Grave.s- 
end  in  that  day,  and  who  had  become  the  owner  of  all 
the  thirty-nine  lots  on  Guisbert’s  Island  (constituting 
all  the  arable  land  on  Coney  Island),  conceived  the  idea 
that,  by  cutting  a ditch  from  Hubbard’s  to  Brown's 
creek  he  would  secure  an  excellent  pasturage  for  his 
cattle,  near  his  farm.  At  this  time  a considerable  trade 
had  arisen  between  Yew  York  and  the  residents  on 
Jamaica  Bay,  whose  boats  went  outside  of  Coney  Is- 
land, in  their  trips  to  ami  from  Yew  York.  Stillwell, 
by  personal  visitation  of  his  Jamaica  friends,  convinced 
them  that  the  opening  of  a ditch  or  canal  through  his 
property  would  give  them  an  in^iJe  route  to  Y*ew  York  ; 
and  finally,  they  all  assembled,  on  a given  day,  and  dug 
tbe  canal — known  to  this  day  as  “Jamaica  Ditch.”  It 
was  a success — giving  the  market-boats  not  only  a 
shorter,  but  a much  safer  and  easier  way  to  the  city. 

By  successive  town-orders  it  was  ordered  (1735  and 
’49)  that  no  one  should  mow  sedge,  or  grass,  upon  (^oney 
Island  before  the  1st  September  ; in  1752,  that  no  wood 
or  timber  should  be  cut  off  ; and,  in  1761,  a division 
was  made  of  the  meado-^'  on  east  end  of  Guisbert’s 
Island.  In  1703  another  road  was  laid  out  along  the 


north  side  of  middle  division  of  Coney  Island.  -VK.ar. 
the  year  1820,  the  project  of  a new  and  more  dir  •; 
road  to  Coney  Island  began  to  be  agitated  ; for,  up  :•> 
! that  time*,  the  only  route  to  Guisbert’.s  or  .lohn-  r.\ 
Islaml  was  by  fording  the  creek  (if  the  ti«le  hajip.-m-.i 
j to  be  low),  and  then  westerly  along  the  sout fieri v 'i.Y 
I of  Guisbert’s  Island.  John  Terhune,  tlu-n  Sup^-rvi-i'  r 
I of  Gravesend,  proposed  that  the  town  should  buiM 
what  is  now  j»opularIy  known  as  “the  sh<-!l  road  but 
it  was  eventually  done  by  private  enterprise. 

The  Gravesend  and.  Coney  Island  Road,  and  llr/d';-’ 
I Company  was  incorporated  March  22,  1823,  by  legis- 
! lative  act,  with  a capital  stock  of  300  shares  of  > 
each,  and  empowering  John  Terhune,  Van  Brunt. 
Magaw,  John  S.  Gerritson,  and  their  associate',  to  open 
a road  three  rods  wide  through  the  meadows  (between 
' land  at  present  of  James  A.  Williamson,  and  land  late 
of  Stephen  II.  Stillwell,  deceased,)  and  to  construct  a 
bridge  over  the  creek.  The  enterprise,  however,  grew 
upon  the  hands  of  the  projectors,  who  soon  saw  the 
necessity  of  providing  a hotel  for  visitors  to  the  Island. 
Additional  capital-stock  was  authorized  by  act  of  letri.'- 
lature  in  1826  ; five  directors  were  authorized  bv  an 
amendment  act,  in  1829,  and  the  road  and  briil^e  were 
built,  and  a site  procured  from  Court  Van  Sicklen,  un 
which  they  erected  the  “Coney  Island  House,”  and 
leased  the  same  to  a Mr.  Tooker  for  three  vears.  This 
property,  in  1827,  was  sold  to  John  Terhune,  -n-ho,  the 
1 same  year,  sold  a half  to  his  brother  Abraham,  and 
I it  ultimately  passed,  with  John’s  half,  into  the  hands  of 
I Peter  Lott. 

' Piracy.  The  Tragedy  of  the  Brig  Vineyard. 

I — Coney  Island  is  connected  with  a tragedy  of  tb.-  s>  a, 

I well-nigh  forgotten  by  even  the  older  resident'  of  the 
vicinity,  but  -sv'hich  was  the  cause  of  intcii'e  exci't- 
ment  at  the  time.  On  the  9th  Yovember,  1'?  '.  :)itr 
brig  Vineyard  cleared  from  Y"ew  Orleans  for  Piiiia- 
del{)hia  with  a cargo  of  cotton,  sugar  and  mol*.-;'  '. 
and  $54,000  in  specie  (all  Mexican  dollars),  C'>nsign»-'l 
I to  Stephen  Girard,  Esq.,  of  the  latter  city.  The 
! officers  and  crew  of  the  brig  were  William  Thoruby, 

I Captain:  IMr.  Roberts,  dSIate  ; Cfiarles  Gibbs  (.lii.;' 

I Thus.  D.  Jeffers),  Aaron  Church,  James  Talbot,  .b'liu 
i Brownrigg,  and  Henry  Atwell,  seamen  / Robert  Dawvs 
i (age  IS  or  19),  cahin-hoy,  and  Wau'ley,  a y'umir 
I Delaware  negro,  steicard  and  cook.  AVheii  tin-  br’_'- 
I had  been  five  days  out  at  sea,  and  was  etf  Cine 
Hatteras,  the  negro  steward  informed  some  '*f  r:;-> 
others  of  the  money  on  board  ; and,  with  Gibb'. 
Church,  Atwell  and  Dawes,  ])lanned  to  kill  the  captain 
an<l  juate,  and  possess  themselves  of  the  specie.  (Jn 
the  night  of  March  23d,  between  12  and  1 o'clock,  as 
the  captain  was  on  the  quarter-deck,  and  the  boy  Dawes 
was  steering,  tbe  negro  Wansley  came  -up  oti  dec’rt, 
and,  obeying  a pre  arranged  call  from  Dawes  to  come 
and  trim  the  binnacle-light,  as  he  passcil  behind  tbe 
captain  felled  him  with  a })ump-brake,  ami  killed  by 
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repeated  blow;^.  Gibbs  then  coming  uj),  lie  and 
Wansley  Hung  the  captain’s  body  overboard.  Roberts, 
the  mate,  who  was  below,  came  up  the  companion  way 
to  ascertain  the  cause  of  the  commotion,  and  was 
attacked  by  Church  and  Atwell,  who  faded,  however, 
(through  nervousness)  to  accompli.sh  their  design  upon 
him.  He  retreated  to  the  cabin,  where  he  was  folh^wed 
by  Gibbs,  who,  not  being  able  to  find  him  in  the  dark, 
returned  to  the  deck  for  the  binriaele-laiup,  with  which 
he  re-entered  the  cabin,  accompanied  by  Church, 
Atwell,  and  the  boy  Dawes  ; and  Roberts,  being 
speedily  overcome  by  their  blows,  was  dragged  upon 
deck  and  hurled  into  the  sea — still  alive,  and  able  for  a 
while  to  swim  after  the  ship,  begging  for  mercy. 
Talbot,  who,  in  his  terror  at  what  was  going  on,  had 
sought  refuge  in  the  forecastle,  and  Rrownrigg,  who 
had  tied  aloft,  were  noiv  called  by  the  con<[)irators  and 
olfered  their  lives  and  equal  share  in  the  booty  if  they  ( 
kept  silent.  It  is  needless  to  say  that  they  joyfully  , 
accepted  the  terms  thus  unexpectedly  offered  them. 
The  conspirators  then  rifled  the  vessel,  divided  the 
sjieeie;  and,  under  direction  of  Gibbs,  who,  from  his 
being  the  only  one  understanding  navigation,  assumed 
command  of  the  vessel,  their  course  was  laid  for  Long 
Island.  When  within  15  or  20  miles  off  Southampton 
light,  the  vessel  was  scuttled  and  fired,  and  they  took 
to  their  boats  ; Gibbs,  Wansley,  Brownrigg  and 
Dawes,  with  about  §31,000  of  the  money,  in  the  long- 
boat, and  Church,  Talbot  and  Atwell,  with  about 
$23,000,  in  the  jolly-boat.  The  wind  was  blowing  a 
gale,  and  in  attempting  to  cross  Duck  (or  Rockaway) 
Bar,  the  jolly-boat  upset,  and  its  occupants,  with  their 
share  of  the  booty,  were  lost.  The  occupants  of  the 
other  boat  were  compelled,  by  fear  of  a similar  fate, 
to  lighten  their  boat  by  throwing  overboard  all  but 
$5,000  of  their  stealings  ; but  finally  succeeded  in 
reaching  the  shore  of  Pelican  Beach,  then  part  of 
Barren,  now  of  Coney  Island.  Their  first  care  was  to 
dispose  tempjorarily  of  the  specie  by  burying  it  in  a 
hole  (dug  with  an  oar)  in  the  sand  at  a considerable  j 
distance  from  the  shore,  each  taking  out  sufficient  for 
his  immediate  wants.  Food  and  lodging  were  their 
next  most  pressing  wants,  ami  meeting,  on  Pelican 
Beach,  with  Nicholas  S.  Williamson,  of  Gravesend, 
they  told  him  a pitiable  tale  of  shipwreck,  and,  getting 
from  him  the  needed  directions,  they  jiassed  on  to 
Dooley’s  Bay,  on  the  northwest  shore  of  Barren  Island. 
Here  resided  John  Johnson  ami  wife,  ami  his  brother 
William,  who  kindly  received  and  cared  for  the  ship-  [ 
wrecked  mariners,  and  gave  up  to  them  for  the  night  | 
their  own  room  and  beds.  Brownrigg  and  the  Johnson 
brothers  thus  happened  to  occupy  chairs  in  the  living- 
room  ; and  as  soon  as  the  other  inmates  of  tin'  house 
were  asleep,  Brownrigg  revealed  the  whole  matter  to 
the  two  Johnsons.  In  the  morning,  after  "etting  such 
breakfast  as  the  place  affordeil,  the  pirates  desired  the 
Johnsons  to  take  them  over  to  tlie  Imiel  at  S!ieej»>hea  1 


Bay,  whence  they  might  get  a conveyance  to  Fulton 
ferry  and  New  York.  Thi.s  the  Johnsons  did,  and 
returned  to  Barren  Island  without  unncces-ary  delay  ; 
and,  proci'eding  to  the  spot  described  by  Bro'.mrigj: 
(and  to  whii.-h  they  had  gone  in  the  early  morninic  with 
Wansley  to  get  some  clothes  left  there),  they  up 

the  specie,  removed  it  to  another  hiding  place  remote 
from  its  first  location;  ami,  by  walking  in  the  water, 
effaced  all  traces  of  the  direction  they  had  taken. 

Meanwhile,  Gibbs  ami  his  party  were  bargainintr 
with  Samuel  Leonaril,  the  hotel-keeper  at  .Sheep^heal 
Bay,  wlien  suddenly,  in  the  presence  of  all,  Brownrig-::. 
declaring  that  he  would  go  no  further  with  them,  de- 
nounced his  companions  as  j>irates  and  murderers,  ami 
unfolded  the  whole  story  of  the  Tiafyard' 6 fate. 
W ansley  incontinently  took  to  his  heels  to  the  woods, 
and  Gilibs  and  Dawes  were  seized  and  bound  bv  the 
inn-kecjjer  and  his  peojile;  and  Justice  John  Van  Dyke 
was  summoned,  who  promptly  issued  warrants  for  the 
arrest  of  the  pirates.  The  one  constable  of  the  villacre 
found  his  liands  full  in  guarding  Gibbs  and  Dawes; 
and  so  Robert  Greenwood,  of  Shcepshead  Bay,  volun- 
teered to  go  into  the  woods  and  look  up  Wan-ric-y. 
After  an  hour’s  search  he  found  the  negro,  and  present- 
ing a huge  pistol,  ordered  him  to  fall  on  his  face  and 
cross  his  hands  behind  his  back.  Wansley  submitted, 
and  Greenwood,  sitting  astride  of  him,  tied  his  hani? 
securely,  ordered  liim  to  arise,  and  marched  him  back 
to  Leonard’s  hotel.  After  the  negro  had  been  thoroughly 
secured,  his  captor  showed  him  the  pistol  [utterly  d-i-d.i- 
tute  of  either  lock  or  load),  with  the  remark  that  it 
“ was  just  as  good’s  any  other  if  you  knowed  how  to 
use  it.”  Gibbs,  Wansley,  and  Dawes  were  then  lodged 
in  the  county  jail  at  Flatbush. 

The  Johnsons  had.  been  none  too  quick  in  securing 
the  $5,000;  for,  scarcely  had  they  regained  their  home, 
when  Squire  Van  Dyke,  with  Brownrigg  as  guide,  ap- 
peared on  the  scene,  and  going  right  to  the  spot  wh-.  re 
the  money  had  been  deposite*!  the  day  before,  found  it 
gone  ! Brownrigg  was  then  sent  to  join  the  others  at 
Flatbush  ; and  from  thence  they  were  remanded  to 
New  York  Bridewell.  Indictments  being  found  against 
Gibbs  and  Wansley,  they  were  tried,  and  convicted 
on  the  testimony  of  Brownrigg  and  Dawes  ; and  on 
the  11th  of  March,  1831,  were  sentenced  to  be  himg  : 
sentence  being  carried  into  effect  on  tlie  22d  of  April 
\ following. 

John  and  M'm.  Johnson,  apprehensive  of  further 
search  being  made  for  the  money,  made  no  haste  to  get 
it  home.  In  a day  or  two  they  were  visited  by  agents 
of  the  insurance  companies  and  an  ofliccr,  who  not  i«oly 
I searched  for  the  money  on  the  beach,  but  thoroughiv 
I ransacked  the  Johnson  abode  from  garret  to  cellar, 
i without  success.  Having,  finally,  as  they  tiviught.  ei  u- 
, ded  the  vigilance  of  the  law,  John  Johnson  an  1 wife 
: planned  to  get  jiossession  of  it  without  tlie  a'-istau'  - of 
NYilliiim.  Accordingly,  one  night,  while  the  !a‘!  v,'.;' 
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asleep,  they  stole  out  arul  unearthed  the  treasure,  and 
reinterred  it  in  two  parcels,  one  of  !$3,-t00,  the  other  of 
about  $1,C00.  IvnoM  iu"'  how  closely  ’William  would 
scan  the  beach  wlien  he  discovered  his  loss,  they  made 
only  the  slightest  mark  to  designate  the  new  jilace  of 
deposit  on  Pelican  Beach,  by  tying  knots  on  the  long 
sedge-grass,  which  could  be  seen  only  by  the  closest 
scrutiny.  William’s  indignation,  when  he  discovered 
the  loss,  was  intense  ; his  suspicions  fell  upon  his  broth- 
er, and  going  to  Xew  York,  he  informed  the  insurance 
companies,  who  entered  suit  against  John  for  j-ecovery 
of  the  money.  The  trial,  which  was  lield  before  .Judge 
Dean,  in  the  Apprentices  J.ibrary,  in  Brooklyn,  ended 
in  John’s  acquittal,  for  want  of  siitliclent  eviilence.  lie 
then  removed  to  Brooklyn,  and  William  to  Canarsie. 
But,  when  .Tolm  went  to  look  for  his  deposit,  he  found 
only  the  larger  sum.  A liigh  tide  had  swept  over  the 
site  of  the  other  ; the  action  of  tlie  waves  had  loosened 
the  knots  in  the  sedge-grass,  and  the  §1,<300  was  lost  to 
him  forever!  In  1842  the  Skidmore  family,  living  on 
“Ruffle  Bar,’’  concluded  to  remove  their  house,  in  sec- 
tions, to  a new  site  on  the  shore  of  Dooley’s  B.ay,  Bar- 
ren- Island.  The  house  was  accordingly  taken  down 
piecemeal,  and  most  of  it  carried  across  the  bay  and 
piled  u])  near  its  future  site.  The  moving  was  not 
quite  completed  on  the  day  apjiointed.  On  the  foun- 
dation of  their  old  home  had  been  left  the  wooden  ceil- 
ing of  an  upper  chamber,  in  one  piece  or  section. 
During  the  night  a violent  storm  drove  the  tide  up  to 
an  unprecedented  height;  and,  in  the  morning,  when 
Jacob  Skidmore  arose,  he  was  surprised  to  find  that  his 
chamber-ceiling  had  been  brought  over  l»y  the  tide, 
from  Ruffle  Bar  to  Dooley’s  Bay,  without  injury.  An.x- 
ious  to  learn  whether  any  other  of  his  property  had 
gone  farther  west,  he  proceeded  along  the  northerly,  or 
inside,  shore  of  Pelican  Beach,  wddeh  then  had  become 
separated  by  a small  inlet,  shallow  enough  to  be  forded 
at  low-tide,  but  at  high-tide  doating  skiffs  through  it 
from  the  ocean  to  Dooley’s  Bay.  The  eastern  part  of 
Pelican  Beach  then  liad  a ridge  of  sand-hills,  while 
the  western  was  as  Hat  and  level  as  the  whole  of  it  is 
now.  Arrived  at  these  sand-hills,  from  v hence  to  get 
a view'  of  the  surrounding  country,  he  saw  none  of  his 
lumber  ; and,  acceding  to  the  suggestion  of  his  com- 
panion, Mr.  Loring,  hurried  liack  so  as  to  cross  the  in- 
let before  the  tide  got  too  high.  Taking  a last  look,  as 
they  did  so,  they  noticed  the  shore  or  ocean-side  of 
Pelican  Beach  much  washed  away,  and  also  sa'w  his 
neighbors,  'NVillett  Smith  and  Henry  Brewer,  ap]>roaeh- 
ing.  Smith  and  Brewer  came  on  easterly  until  they 
reached  the  spot  where  John  Johnson  and  wife  had  last 
buried  the  $1,600;  and  here,  by  the  storm  over  night, 
the  silver  dollars  had  been  uncoveiaal,  and  la\  scattered 
along  the  beach.  The  two  men  lost  no  time  in  filling 
poeki'ts  and  boots,  and  carrii-d  away  all  they  could  ; 
but  they  could  not  keep  their  goo<l  luck  to  themselves, 
and  in  a dav  or  two  lm^iIle^■-■  was  almost  cniirelv 
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suspended  in  Gravesend,  and  every  man  who  could 
got  to  Pelican  Beach.  The  intense  excitement  onlv 
gradually  subsided  when  a succeeding  storm  pla<  ed  the 
location  of  the  “ tind  ” so  far  to  sea  as  to  be  absolutely 
beyond  further  search. 

Modern  Development  of  Coney  Island. — About 
the  year  18  t t .Me.^srs.  Eddy  and  Hart,  two  Yew  York 
gentlemen,  leased  a portion  of  the  western  part  of  Coiicy 
Island,  and  on  it  built  a large  circular  platform,  o\  er 
which  an  enormous  tent  was  erected,  and  the  “ Pavilion” 
at  Coney  Island  I’uint  sprang  into  existence.  A dock, 
or  wharf,  w'as  built  just  iK»rth  of  the  westerly  part  of 
Coney  Island,  and  a number  of  bathing-houses  built  on 
the  southern  shore  of  the  Point.  This  was  the  eom- 
mencement  of  what  has  since  become  familiar  to  many 
of  the  residents  of  New  York  and  vicinity  as  “Norton's 
Point.”  I’rior  to  this  occupancy  by  IMcs.m's.  Eddy  and 
Hart,  this  spot  had  been  the  home  of  Gilbert  Hicks, 
who  succeeded  Heiiry  Brown,  the  sole  occupant  of  this 
pout  of  Coney  Island  at  about  the  close  of  the  Revolu- 
tionary war.  When  IMessrs.  Eddy  ami  Hart  started  t'aeir 
enterprise,  Cropsey  and  ^Yoglom  were  proprietors  of  one 
of  the  only  two  hotels  of  Coney  Island — the  " Coney 
Island  House,”  built  by  the  Coney  Island  Road  and 
Bridge  Company.  The  other  w'as  owned  and  managed 
liy  that  piatriarch  of  Coney  Island,  John  Y'yekoff',  Sr., 
formerly  school-master  of  Gravesend,  afterward  hotel- 
keepier  opposite  the  church  in  Gravesend,  from  whence 
he  removed  with  his  wife  and  family  to  Coney  Island, 
and  built  what,  with  additions,  soon  enjoyed  a most  en- 
viable repnitation  as  “ Wyckoff’s  Hotel.”  The  Pavilion, 
Wyckofl’s,  and  the  Coney  Island  House,  with  the  excep- 
tion of  the  tw'O  fanu-houses  on  the  respective  farms — 
into  which  the  arable  land  had  been  divided — the  Yan 
Sicklen  and  the  Voorlnes  farm-houses,  constituted  the 
whole  of  the  residences  on  the  island.  But  the  dav  of 
development  was  drawing  nigh;  and,  when  Daniel  3Ior- 
rell,  the  toll-gatherer  on  the  “ shell-road,’’  counted  three 
hundred  vehicles  of  a warm  fourth  of  Julv  pSundav) 
driving  to  Coney  I.sland,  many  of  the  staid,  good  peo- 
ple of  Gravesend  bewailed  the  existence  of  a place 
whose  attractions  caused  such  wholesale  Sabbath- 
breaking. 

In  October,  1847,  Dr.  Allen  Clarke,  seeing  the  de- 
sirability of  Coney  Island  as  a summer  resort,  bought 
a pdece  of  groumi  of  IMr.  Court  Van  Sicklen  pbv  giv- 
ing a mortgage  on  it),  and,  just  north  of  the  Coney 
Island  House,  the  “Oceanic”  was  erected,  run  for  a 
season,  and  burned  down.  It  was  said  it  caught  tire 
accidentally,  and  some  pteopile  believed  it.  The  ])ro}''i'r; y 
p>assed  into  the  hands  of  Judge  .Tohn  Vanderbilt,  who 
built  another — a larger  and  a better  hot(-l — on  the  ^ite 
of  the  former,  and  it  became  a very  fa-'liionable  re.-''>rt; 
but,  alter  a few  years  of  vaiwing  sitecess,  it  shared  the 
common  tate  ol  se;i-side  resorts — it  burned  down.  The 
preniisi-s  ;in  imw  incorporated  w ith  those  uf  the  old 
Comw  l>land  lloii-e. 
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nfsfoRY  OF  THE  TOWN  OF  GRA  VESEND. 


Another  step  m the  development  of  the  island  was  j 
tnken  when  Mr.  Partridge,  the  owikt  of  the  Dye  Wood  ' 
Mills  helow  TJniunville.,  interested  himself  in  the  scheme  | 
of  a railroad  from  Coney  Island  across  the  creek  over  j 
West  Meadow  Bank,  along  “the  twelve  morgen,” 
through  the  villages  of  Bath  and  Xew  Utrecht, and  along 
the  new  plank-road  to  the  “new,”  or  Fifth  avenue,  en- 
trance, to  Greenwood  cemetery.  After  many  and  vex- 
atious delays,  toils  and  troubles,  on  the  part  of  its  pro- 
moters. The  Brooklyn,  Bath  and  Coney  Island  Railroad, 
as  its  incorporators  called  it — the  “Dummy  Road,”  as 
it  was  known  to  the  public  generally — was  opened  to 
travel.  In  the  meanwdiile  ]\[r.  Stephen  H.  Bogart  had 
erected,  at  its  Coney  Island  terminus,  a hotel,  elegant 
for  its  d.ay  and  generation,  which  was  called  the 
“d  ivoli.”  But  3rr.  lb>gart  died,  and  the  hotel  shared  ; 
the  common  fate  of  large  sea-side  hotels — it  burned  i 
down. 

Another  impetus  to  the  development  of  Coney  Island 
was  the  completion  of  the  “ horse-car  ” route  to  Coney 
Island — down  the  old  Coney  Island  road,  as  Coney 
Island  avenue  was  then  called;  and  the  building  of  the 
restaurant  on  Coney  Island,  so  long  kept  by  George 
Green. 

About  the  year  1868  ]\Ir.  William  A.  Engeman  con- 
ceived the  idea  of  purchasing  the  interests  of  the  two 
or  three  hundred  heirs  of  the  persons  to  whom,  in  1766, 
the  thirty-nine  lots  comprising  the  middle  or  southern 
division  of  Coney  Island  had  been  allotted;  and,  by 
gathering  together,  in  his  own  ownership,  the  shreds 
and  patches  of  interests,  divided,  subdivided  and  again 
subdivided  (until  in  many  cases  the  resources  of  arith- 
metical calculation  were  severely  tasked  to  determine 
just  howlittle  anyone  particular  person  owned),  to  thus  ' 
ultimately  acquire  a property  on  which  he  could  erect  ! 
a great  family  home  and  house.  This  task,  it  may 
readily  be  imagined,  vas  far  more  easy  of  conception 
than  of  execution.  3[any  a j)erson  of  less  indomitable  ! 
perseverance  than  IMr.  Exgem.vx  would  have  quailed 
under  the  difficulties  attending  the  making  of  searches 
(in  most  instances  amounting  to  complete  genealogies) 
of  thirty-nine  families  for  one  and  one-fourth  centuries  ' 
back  ; and  who.se  members  were  scattered  not  only  i 
throughout  the  various  States  of  the  Union,  but  some  ' 
of  whom  had  found  homes  in  such  far  otf  places  as  the  > 
Sandwich  Islands.  Jlnergy,  })crseverance,  and  well-  ' 
directed,  intelligent  industry,  however,  tinally  unrav- 
elled the  twisted  mazes  of  family-tie.s,  hunted  for  and 
found  the  scattered  members,  negotiated  for  and  pur-  ■ 
chased  their  interests;  and,  as  usual,  success  crowned 
well-directed,  persistent  efforts.  3Ir.  Engeman  had 
passed  through  many  sad  and  bitter  experiences  in  life, 
and  found  in  the  excitement  attending  this  undertak- 
ing a relief  from  0})pressive  and  almo.st  unsupjiurtable 
reflections. 

The  premises  were  purclujsed,  and  comprise  what  is  | 
now  known  as  the  Fair  Groimds,lhe  Ocean  Ilutel  [srop- 


erty,  the  Brighton  Hotel-  property,  and  the  Bathing 
Pavilinn,  taking  in  all  the  ground  between  that  of 
^lanhattan  Beach  and  the  common  lands  of  the  town 
of  Gravesend.  The  Ocean  Hotel  was  Imilt,  and  in  a. 
(piiet,  respcc.-table  family  sea-side  hotel,  r(.fined  guests 
found  an  agreeable  relief  from  the  noise  and  hubbub- 
which  even  then  h.ad  begun  to  pervade  the  more  west- 
ern part  of  the  island. 

In  the  meanwhile  the  other  parts  of  the  island  were 
beginning  to  feel  the  impetus  which  was  crowding 
Coney  Island  into  firominence  as  a competitor  fer- 
tile j)atronage  of  ^the  seaside-loving  population  of 
the  metropolis  and  suburbs,  in  the  heated  summer 
terms.  Settlements  of  restaurants,  lager-beer-saloons- 
and  bathing-establishments  began  to  spring  up  with 
unwonted  activity  ; at  first  in  the  immediate  neighbor- 
hood of  the  railroad  termini,  and  soon  from  tln-nce 
spreading,  laterally,  along-shore  on  either  side,  till,  in 
a few  years,  the  entire  beach  front  was  thickly  studded 
with  these  aspirants  for  public  favor.  These  buildings- 
were  not  of  the  elaborate  nature  characteristic  of  the 
more  pretentious  “ pavilions  ” of  to-day.  Far  from  it. 
Most  of  them  were  rude,  unplaned  boxes,  having 
a door  with  a hole  in  it  for  light,  and  each  furnished 
inside  with  a couple  of  hat-and-coat-hooks,  a rude 
bench,  and  a pail  of  water  for  rinsing  the  feet  after  the 
bath.  But  they  were  the  pioneers  to  what  has  since 
become  a vast  business  during  the  heated  days  of  the 
summer. 

Then,  a law  was  passed  providing  for  the  opening  and 
grading  of  Gravesend  avenue,  at  the  expense  of  the 
holders  of  propiwty  on  both  sides  of  it;  and  the  Pros- 
pect Park  and  Coney  Island  Railroad  (Culver's)  took 
it,  without  paying  for  it,  as  the  location  of  their  road. 
Naturally,  tiie  jn-operty-holders  felt  indignant  at  thus 
being  compelled  to  open  and  grade  a road  at  their  own 
expense  for  a railroad  companj-;  and  not  even  the 
admitted  fact  that  this  railroad  is  altogether  the  best 
managed  and  operated  of  all  the  roads  to  Coney  Inland, 
has  enabled  it  to  overcome  this  feeling. 

The  building  of  this  railroad;  its  hotel,  long  known  as 
“ Cable’s,”  at  its  shore  terminus;  the  ]mrchase,  and  the 
re-erection  on  Coney  Island,  of  one  of  the  observat'-ries 
erected  at  tlie  Philadelphia  Centennial  Exhibition,  as 
an  “observatory;”  and  latterly,  its  magniticeiit  depot, 
have  all  ctunbined  to  make  thisphn^e  a center  of  attrac- 
tion to  a vast  multitude  to  v 1mm  the  low  rate  of  fares 
charged  is  bv  no  nu-ans  a soiin-i“  of  mis-comfort. 

Next  was  the  buildiiu;  of  the  Ocean  Parkway,  that 
magnirieent  highway  from  Prospect  Park  to  the  sea. 
(See  page  1 T'J).  This  Ocean  Parkway,  and  its  lateral 
or  shore  branch,  called  the  Concourse,  all  aided  in  helj)- 
ing  Coney  Island  to  a place  in  the  jiublic  estimation. 

^Vhile  .tohn  I.  Snedeker  was  host  of  the  -‘Oceanic 
Hotel”  on  Coney  Island  (for  so  the  ohl  “ Coney  Island 
House”  was  christened  in  later  years),  amonir  his  gu.-sts 
was  a weallhv  New  York  bankei-.  w-liese  sick  infant 
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MODERN  DEVELOPMENT  OF  CONEY  ISLAND. 


h:i'l  onlfH-il  to  be  taken  to  t’ne  seaside  for  the 

bofivlit  of  t!ie  pure  air.  Tliis  gentleman,  impressed 
wiih  rile  lic  di  lifiilness  of  the  place,  in  a casual  conver- 
.satloii  with  tlie  host  one  evening,  reijnestcd  the  latter 
t<i  ascertain  whether  any  jiroperfy  could  l>e  purchased 
in  the  vicinity,  as  ho  was  anxious  to  purchasi*  in  so  sa- 
lubrious a situation.  Mr.  iSneih'ker  accordingly  made 
enquiry  in  the  village-store  at  Graveseiitl,  and  was  di- 
rected to  William  H.  Stillwell,  whose  long  n-si- 
dence  and  position  as  a resident  civil-engineer  and  sur- 
veyor had  placed  him  in  a position  to  be  especially  fa- 
miliar with  lands  and  titles  in  that  section.  This  re- 
sulted in  an  interview  between  the  latter  and  the  bank- 
er, one  Saturday  evening,  at  the  hotel;  when  the  former 
called  the  attention  of  the  latter  to  a tract  of  land  | 
which  might  possibly  be  purchased,  and  the  next  after- 
noon the  two  visited  the  locality.  Tiiis  banker  was 
Austin  Corbin,  Esq.,  and  the  spot  shown  was  “The 
Sedge  Bank,”  since  become  famous  as  “ ^Manhattan 
Beach.”  The  banker,  pleased  wdth  the  location,  took 
immediate  steps  to  purchase  the  property,  which  was 
successfully  accomplished  by  the  agency  of  the  other, 
without  unnecessary  loss  of  time,  and  forms  the  site  of 
the  Manhattan  and  Oriental  Hotels,  and  the  vast  tract 
on  which  they  are  located. 

While  the  Manhattan  Beach  ])roperty  was  being  de- 
veloped, the  consolidation  of  the  two  railroad  enter- 
prises produced  the  Brooklyn,  Flatbush  and  Conev  Is- 
land Railway  Company  (or,  as  it  is  more  familiarly 
known,  the  Brighton  Beach  Railroad),  whose  hotel,  so 
w^idely  known,  is  located  on  a part  of  the  “ middle  di- 
vision,” purchased  of  Mr.  Engeman,  and  is  too  well 
known  to  need  particular  description. 

In  1878  a company  was  organized  with  Jacob  Loril- 
lard,  of  Rew  York  city,  as  president,  who  purchased  a 
lease  held  by  William  A.  Engeman,  of  a shore-front 
lot  of  land  on  Coney  Island;  contracted  with  the  Dela- 
ware Bridge  Company  to  build  the  iron  pier  on  the  .site 
of  the  old  one  built  by  Mr.  Engeman,  and  tlie  prc'sent 
elegant  structure  is  the  result  of  their  labor  and  in- 
vested capital. 

While  all  the  tracts  known  as  the  “Jliddle”or  “En- 
geman’s  ” division,  and  the  “ Sedge  Bank  ” or  “ Eastern 
division,”  now  JIauhattan  Beach,  are,  and  have  been, 
confessedly  and  concedcilly,  private  property  for  at 
least  a century  and  a quarter  ; the  ownership  of  the 
remainder  of  the  islainl,  from  a line  drawn  a short  <lis- 
tance  easterly  of  the  Ocean  Parkway,  has  not  been  un- 
disputed. There  are  two  essentially  different  and  dis- 
tinct theories  in  relation  to  this  matter,  the  proper 
solution  of  which  depends  entirely  on  the  language  of 
the  original  grants. 

The  original  charter  of  Governor  Kieft  of  1G4.5,  and 
of  W'hich  all  tin'  other  and  siibseipient  charters  are  con- 
firmatory, grants  “To  the  Honoured  L.idv  Detiorah 
Moody,  Sir  Henrv  iUood\,  Barr"nIe•t^,  ''erg  ani  .lanu  - 
Hubbard,  Ensigne  George  l’.  t\!i  r.  tin  ir  a-V' H'iat e- 
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luir.'i,  n<l minutrators,  ouccessors  and  as>igus, 

or  any  they  should  join  in  association  with  them,”  .a 
certain  quantity  or  parcel  of  land,  etc.,  etc. 

Was  this  grant  of  these  lands  made  to  the  town  as  a 
corpf)ration,  or  to  the  individuals  as  tenants  in  com- 
mon ? If  to  the  former,  then  so  mucli  of  it  as  has  not 
been  heretofore  set  off  in  severalty,  and  assigned  to  in- 
dividuals, belongs  tcj  tlie  town  as  a corporation  ; wldle,  if 
to  the  latter,  then  the  heirs  of  these  are  the  owners  of 
1 so  much  of  it  as  they  or  their  ancestors  have  not 
I divided  as  tenants  in  common.  This  latter  cla^s  are 
usually  known  as  the  “ patentee  ” party,  and  the  former 
as  the  “ town  ” party.  The  arguments  used  bv  each 
are  not  without  weight  ; and,  in  \dew'  of  the  enormous 
value  of  the  jiroperty  involved — a property  which 
makes  Gravesend  probably  the  wealthiest  town  in  the 
State — not  without  interest.  The  “town  ” party  claim: 
1.  That  the  grant  was  made  to  the  corporation,  who, 
at  their  town-meetings,  divided  so  much  of  it  from  time 


wns  not  so  divided  was  retained  by  the  corporation. 

2.  That  all  divisions  and  allotments  of  lands  were 
made  either  in  town-meetings  or  by  authority  of  them. 

3.  That  every  known  division  of  land  is  entered  on 
the  towm-books  as  an  act  of  the  town. 

4.  That  the  town  has  shown  from  the  first  an  unin- 
terrupted possession,  passing  repeated  orders  for  the 
care  and  management  of  them. 

On  the  other  or  “ patentee  ” side  of  the  question,  it 
is  claimed  that  the  grant  was  m.ade  to  the  individuals 
as  tenants-in-conimon  ; for 

1.  The  charter  authorized  the  persons  therein  nanaeil 
to  form  a town— it  did  not  create,  but  authorized  the 
grantees  to  create,  a town.  This  implied  an  action  by 
the  grantees  subsequent  to  the  granting  of  the  authority 
to  act.  The  town  was  to  be  formed  by  the  people  who 
had  received  authority  to  form  it — conseipientlv  the 
town  could  have  had  no  existence  at  the  time  the 
authority  to  form  it  was  given,  and  therefore  the  grant 
could  not  have  been  made  to  the  town.  It  did  not  ex- 

! ist  when  the  grant  was  made. 

2.  The  grant  is  made  to  certain  persons  “ and  anv 
tio ;/  (that  is  the  grantees)  should  join  in  association” 
with  them.  That  is,  not  any  who  should  come  to  reside 
there — not  all  who  should  join  them — but  only  those 
whom  the  original  jiiitentees  should  elect — should  ac- 
cept— “should  join  in  association  with  them.” 

3.  The  manifest  jiropriety  that  they  who  had  braved 
the  toil,  privations  and  hardshiji  of  settling  a now 
colony,  should  p'jssess  that  to  which  their  time  and 
labor  had  given  a value. 

4.  That  all  divisions  of  lands  were  uniformh'  into 
thirt  y-nine  parts,  or  shares  corresponding  to  the  niim- 
lu-r  of  original  patentees — although  these  divisions, 
solin'  sixteen  in  number,  isivered  a period  from  1643 
( 1 111-  tir-  i ) t., ) 1 T'C:  ( 1 he  .late  of  I hi,’ las!  divi^i  ui  of  land  i. 

o.  I na!  their  tide  as  tenants  in  common  in  an  ltotho 
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undivided  lands,  is  equally  as  good  as  to  the  land 
divided — the  source  of  title  being  the  same  in  either 
case. 

6.  Tliat  although  these  divisions  were  made  at  town-  | 
meetings,  they  were  so  maile  merely  as  matters  of  con- 
venience, not  of  necessity  ; and  some  of  these  meetings 
are  exj)ressly  stated  to  be  meetings  of  the  projirietors; 
as  for  instance  the  meeting  at  which  the  arable  lands 
on  Gnisbert’s  Island  is  decided  to  be  divided,  is  ex- 
pressly declared  to  be  a meeting  “ of  the  owners  of  the 
rights,”  etc. 

The  above  is  believed  to  be  a fair  statement  of  the  case. 

It  is  proper  to  add  that  the  representatives  of  both  sides 
have,  all  along,  maintained  and  acted  on  their  convictions 
with  considerable  pertinacity.  While  the  town,  through 
various  otlicers,  has,  from  time  to  time,  rented  the  lands  ; 
on  two  occasions,  at  least,  in  1814  and  1820,  they  divided 
all  accrued  rentals  up  to  these  dates  resjteetively,  among 
the  representatives  of 
the  patentees.  W e note, 
also,  that  the  records 
show  frequent  sales  of 
“ rights  ” and  “ thirty- 
ninths”  in  the  individ- 
ual commonage,  and 
devises  of  the  same ; 
and  that,  at  no  time, 
has  a proposition  arisen 
for  a sale  of  any  of 
these  lands,  without  an 
active  protest  against 
such  action  on  the  part 
of  a corporation,  looked 
upon  as  mei'ely  a trus- 
tee for  private  parties. 

Notably  was  this  feel- 
ing manifested  when, 
some  years  since,  the 
Quarantine  Commis- 
sioners of  the  .State  of  New  York  undertook  to  avail 
themselves  of  the  opportunity  which  the  Legislature  of 
the  State  had  afforded  them,  of  selecting  Coney  Island 
Point  (Norton’s  Point)  as  a site  for  a quarantine  estab- 
lishment. The  Legislature  had  passed  an  act  appropri- 
ating $o0,000  toward  the  purchase  of  a site  to  be  selected 
by  the  Quarantine  Commissioners,  who  wore  also  allowed 
to  take  the  same,  if  agreement  as  to  price  could  not  be 
arrived  at,  by  virtue  of  “ the  right  of  eminent  domain.” 
Of  course  no  agreement  looking  to  a sale  of  part  of 
Coney  Island  for  a nominal  sum  to  a corporation  who 
would  so  use  it  as  to  destroy  the  value  of  the  remainder, 
could  be  arrived  at;  and  the  Court  appointeil  Commis- 
sioners to  appiaise  the  value  of  the  lands  proposed  to 
be  taken.  No  sooner  had  the  initiative  steps  herein 
been  taken,  than  a large  number  of  per'^ons  .appeared  j 
and  insisted  on  being  made  parties  to  the  proceeding's;  ' 
alleging  that  they,  with  others,  were  the  rii,dii  fnl  owners 


of  the  fee  of  the  premises  sought  to  be  acquired;  that 
the  town,  as  their  trustee,  hail  collected  rents  and  ex- 
ercised acts  of  ownershij>  for  so  long  a pi  riod  that  the 
I cor[)oration  had  come  to  be  looked  on  as  the  owner  of 
the  tract.  They  were  joined  as  parties,  and  had  the 
Emigration  Commissioners  succeeded  in  the  scheme,  a 
desperate  legal  warfare  respecting  the  ownership  of 
the  jjrice  paid,  would  nndoulUedly  have  ensued.  This 
was  avoided,  however,  by  the  Commissioners  of  Ap- 
praisal, in  their  report  of  the  value  of  the  piroperty, 
j)lacing  so  high  an  estimate  on  it  as  to  far  exceed  the 
appropriation  therefor,  h.ad  the  latter  been  tenfold 
larger  than  it  was.  And  the  Quarantine  Commissioners 
abandoned  the  attempt  of  wresting  from  the  town  its 
most  valuable  property. 

In  1879  Mr.  William  A.  Engeman,  one  of  the  pioneers 
of  Coney  Island,  opened  a mile-track  upon  laud  which 
he  owned  at  the  island.  It  is  known  as  the  Brighton 


Beach  Fair  Grounds.  It  contains  a grand  stand,  and 
other  adjuncts  considered  necessary  for  sporting  ptir- 
poses.  The  meetings  are  coutinned  all  summer,  and  it 
is  considered  quite  2)Oj)ular  among  the  sporting  frater- 
nity. It  is  the  sole  jiroi)erty  of  Mr.  Engeman,  and  is 
very  valuable. 

The  Sea-Side  Home  for  Children. — The  Brook- 
lyn Children's  Ahl  Society  is  doing  a noble  work  here 
during  the  summer  months,  of  which  a full  account 
will  be  found  under  the  head  of  Charitable  Instifutio)is 
of  the  City  of  I’rooklyn. 

Sea-Side  Sanitarium. — After  two  years’  effort. 
The  Children'.'^  Aid  Society  of  New  York,  have  suc- 
ceeded in  lea.'ing  lot  No.  3 7,  at  Conov  Island,  for  the 
1 purpose  of  erecting  a sea-side  sanitarium.  They  pro- 
I pose  erecting  a beautiful  building;  which  they  an*  en- 
' allied  to  dll  hv  the  ulft  of  810, 000  from  IMr.  D.  ^Villis 
Janies,  of  New  York. 


THE  SEA-.S1DE  HOME  FOK  CHILDKEX,  WEST  liUIGHTON  BEACH,  CONEY  ISLAND. 
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Paul  r>AUKR'S  west  r,RTGHTON  hotel. 
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Paul  Bauer. — “ Mine  host”  of  tlie  West  Brigliton  Hotel,  | 
whose  portrait  appears  on  tlie  op[)osite  page,  is  a fine  speci-  j 
men  of  manhood,  both  physically  and  mentally.  Tall  and 
athletic  in  form,  he  has  a keen  eye  and  an  energy  of  manner 
which  denote  truly  his  (piick  perception,  prompt  action,  and  , 
remarkable  executive  ability. 

Although  he  is  master  of  the  English  language,  a slight 
German  accent  betrays  his  foreign  birth,  which  occurred  in 
Austria,  August  18th,  1810.  Ilis  boyhood  was  passed  there 
in  school  and  in  various  attempts  at  emjiloyment.  He  was 
successively  placed  at  several  trailes;  Init  his  innate  energi',  ' 
and  love  of  out-door  activity,  revolted  from  jdodding  labor, 
and  he  could  not  be  kept  at  work.  He  might  have  becouiea.  \ 
“ne’er  do  weel,”  had  he  not  decided,  at  the  age  of  fifteen,  to 
try  the  greater  freedom  and  better  o])portunities  to  be  found 
in  .kmerica.  Landing  in  New  York  in  he  maintained 

himself  for  a time  by  different  employments,  and  then  en- 
listed in  the  United  States  .Vrmy,  serving  three  years  in  the 
Light  artillery,  and  two  years  longer  in  the  4th  Cavalry. 
Although  he  entered  the  service  as  a private,  his  energy  and 
ability  soon  raised  him  from  the  ranks,  and  he  was  success- 
ively promoted  until  he  became  Captain.  After  five  years 
he  left  the  service  honorably.  In  later  years  he  was  a Cap- 
tain in  the  Fifth  Regiment,  and  al.so  a Corporal  in  the  8ei)- 
arate  Troop,  under  Col.  Spencer,  .Vfter  leaving  the  army,  he 
was  employed  in  a restaurant  in  New  York  city,  wlnue  his 
natural  abilities  and  force  of  character  made  their  mark  at 
once:  so  that  he  soon  left  a subordinate  position  to  assume 
the  management  of  the  Yan  Dske  House,  and  afterwards  of 
the  Pacify  Potel.  Here  his  success,  both  as  caterer  aud  gen- 
eral manager,  was  instant  and  abundant,  demonstrating  him 
to  be  one  of  the  few  who  can  snceessfiilly  preside  over  an 
hostelry.  He  saved  some  money,  for  whi<'h  he  souglit  a 
profitable  investment.  Early  in  187ii,  during  a idea.-.urc  ride 
with  his  family  to  Coney  Island,  he  was  sagacious  enough  to 
foresee  the  future  of  wliat  is  now  America's  greatest  sea- 
side resort.  When  the  carriage  ivas  almost  overturned  in  a 
hollow  near  the  present  site  of  the  club  house,  and  Mm. 
Bauer  remarkisl;  “ This  is  the  worst  jdae.-  1 ever  saw,”  her 
husband  rejilied:  “It  can  bi'  made  the  I’e^i,"  ith  i har- 
acti'ri>tic  pvomiitiiess.  on  the  fnllewing  <lav.  he  seeiired  li’eie 
the  authi'i  ities  of  Giaveseii  1,  a lea-e  el  tueUeaenv-  ironiing 


on  the  beach,  at  what  is  now  known  as  Y^est  Brighton;  and 
on  the  22d  of  February  commenced  the  erection  of  the 
••  West  Brighton  Hotel.”  wliich  was  opened  for  guests  on  the 
2d  of  May  following.  It  is  an  immense  palace-like  structure. 
212  feet  long,  by  Mo  feet  wide,  with  a dining-room  capable 
of  seating  six  thousand  people  comfortably,  at  one  time. 
It  is  the  largest  and  most  tastefully  decorated  dining-room 
under  one  roof  to  be  found  at  the  Island  ; in  which,  on 
several  occasion.s,  ten  thou.saud  guests  have  dined  to  their 
satisfaction.  There  are  rooms  for  two  hundred  and  fifry 
guests,  with  private  dining-rooms;  and  four  tower-rooms, 
fi.'i- the  e>[iccial  use  of  C'laching  parties.  ^Ir.  Bauer  is  al.-o 
the  owner  of  the  Pavilion  op'pOsite,  of  a large  bathing  estab- 
li5.hment,  and  a number  of  other  buildings  devoted  to  the 
entertainment  of  the  public.  He  has  also  leased  a portion 
of  the  ground  to  others  for  similar  purposes.  Mr.  Bau.-r  re- 
tains the  general  supervision  and  management  of  his  Imtel. 
and,by  careful  and  systematic  attention  to  details,  ho  achieves 
the  greatest  saicce.ss,  and  his  fame  attracts  many  of  the  best 
j'cople  to  the  “ West  Brighton  Hotel.”  Mr.  Bauer  believes 
that  lib'irality  to  the  public  begets  their  liberality  in  return: 
therefore,  all  the  appointments  in  aud  about  the  hotel  are  of 
the  best.  Fine  music  is  discoursed  every  afternoon  and 
evening  by  two  orchestras,  one  of  them  the  famous  “ Vienna 
Ladies’  Orchestra;”  and  by  numerous  soloists,  both  vocal 
and  instrumental,  attracting  crowds  of  respectful  listen,  rs. 

Adminiblnu ivf  ability  of  the  highest  order  is  requisite  for 
the  mat'agement  of  so  vast  an  institution;  and  this  Mr.  Bauer 
possos.ses  in  a rare  degree  ; as  well  as  capacity  for  details, 
thoroughness,  promptness,  and  financial  ability.  He  also 
has  th.e  faculty  of  wisely  selecting  his  a.ssistants.  HLs  suc- 
cess at  West  Brighton  has  fully  justified  his  judgment  of 
seven  years  ago,  and  brought  great  pecuniary  gains  from 
his  investment  in  Coney  Island  sand. 

He  is  a member  of  the  Masonic  order,  also  of  several  gun- 
club.s,  and  of  some  social  organizations. 

Naturally  ftmd  of  societi',  IMr.  Bauer  is  affable  and  ]tlea3- 
ant  in  manner:  and  a gentleman  who  has  gained  and  n tains 
the  friendship  of  thtnisands.  and  who  feels  a ]>.irilo!iable 
pride  in  the  .success  which  he  has  wreught  out  by  his  unaided 
> iforis. 
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ir [STORY  OF  THE  rOWN~  OF  G RA  VESEND. 


Charles  Feltaiax,  the  first  pioneer  of  Coney  Island  im- 
provement, was  born  at  Verden,  in  Hanover,  Germany,  Nov. 
8,  1841. 

Very  early  in  life,  when  but  a mere  boy,  he  became  infatu- 
ated with  the  idea  of  leaving  his  native  country  for  the  shores 
of  America  ; and.  as  years  rolled  on.  his  thoughts  kept  pace 
with  time,  until,  arriving  at  the  age  of  fourteen  years,  despite 
the  opposition  of  his  parents  and  friends,  without  means  and 
alone,  he  succeeded,  after  many  disappointments,  in  finding 
a sailing-vessel  on  which  he  could  work  his  passage  as  cabin- 
boy  to  a country  he  had  often  heard  of,  far  beyond  the 
sea. 

Early  on  a bright  May  morning,  in  the  year  lSo6,  leaving 
all  that  was  dear  to  him  on  earth,  he  sailed  from  Bremen, 
Germany,  in  the  ship  “Auguste;  ” and  after  several  weeks  at 
sea  amid  all  kinds  of  weather  and  tiials.  he  arrived  a penni- 
less and  friendless  boy,  among  strangers  in  a strange  land. 
Unable  to  speak  the  English  language,  and  not  having  a 
friend  to  whom  he  could  apply,  he  sought  in  vain  for  em- 
ployment and  barely  succeeded  in  obtaining  the  necessities 
of  life  by  doing  odd  jobs  occasionally  picked  up  in  the  streets 
of  New  York, 

During  the  “ panic”  winter  of  18.j7  he  fareil  “very  slim,” 
subsisting  chielly  upon  stale  bread  and  water,  until  the  spring 
of  1858,  when  he  obtained  his  first  legitimate  employment  at 
East  New  York  as  a laborer,  ostensibly  in  a coal-yard:  but 
was  compelled  to  divide  his  attention  between  a small  farm 
and  grocery  store,  controlled  by  the  same  party  ; working 
from  4 A,  M.  to  HI  R.  M.  for  84  per  month  and  board.  This 
variety  of  labor,  as  “ man  of  all  work,”  at  first  h.ad  its 
charms  ; but  the  long  hours,  combined  with  hard  work  and 
small  pay,  grew  distasteful  to  young  Feltman.  Tie  sought 
and  found  a change  by  obtaining  employment  in  a bakery  on 
Smith,  near  Churcli  street.  South  Brooklyn.  Hi.-- labors  were 
here  di%ideil  between  dri\  ine^  a wagon  during  the  ilay  and 
assistitig  in  the  bakery  at  niglit.  One  d:ty  wliih'  a.t  work 
in  the  b.ilcr’ry.  he  met  svitli  '|uite  a severe  accident  ; which, 
in  coiisi  .piemce  cf  impn  jh'V  treatment  (>r.  the  [mi-c  of  a 


quack  doctor,  rendered  the  use  of  his  right  arm  impossible 
for  about  eight  months.  ^Meanwhile  his  limited  sasungs 
melted  away. 

Nothing  daunted,  and  willing  to  work,  he  obtaineil  a posi- 
tion as  an  apprentice  in  Kernan’s  bakery  on  Fulton,  near  Jav 
street,  where  he  remained  about  two  years;  and  during  the 
year  1866,  by  close  economy,  he  was  enabled  to  enter  into 
business  for  himself  as  a baker.  His  first  place  of  bu.=iness 
was  on  Classon  avenue,  near  Van  Brunt  street,  where  bv  close 
attention  he  supplied  several  routes  and  did  a thriving  n-ade. 
He  transferred  to  Parkville,  where  he  purchased  some- 
pnoperty  and  erected  a building  in  wliich  he  continued  busi- 
ness until  the  op>eniug  of  the  Boulevard  compelled  liiin  to 
leave  and  return  to  Brooklyn. 

The  next  attempt  was  at  the  corner  of  Sixth  avenue  and 
Tenth  street,  where  he  erected  a fine  brick  structure,  with 
brown  stone  trimmings,  still  standing,  and  owned  by  him. 
When  he  commenced  building  neither  street  had  been  cut 
through,  and  people  laughed  at  his,  so  called,  “ fool-b.ardi- 
ness,”  for  building  such  a fine  structure  in  an  open  field.  But 
having  been  blessed  with  that  pnopihetic  intuition  which 
makes  the  successful  engineer  and  capitalist,  he  steadily  fore- 
sawthe  future  demands  of  that  portion  of  thecity:  whic)’..  ina 
short  time  was  fully  verified,  as  the  progress  of  that  section 
now  proves.  And  from  this  point  he  renewed  the  bakery  bu.-- 
iness  and  controlled  a large  Coney  Island  trade.  suj>pi_nng 
the  “shanties”  with  bread,  ptastry  and  ice-cream. 

During  the  early  prart  of  the  winter  of  1874,  his  career  as 
caterer  to  the  visitors  of  the  island  was  first  commenced.  A: 
that  time,  more  than  three-quarters  of  Coney  Island  wa.s 
a Ijarren,  sandy  waste,  and  wind-swep)t  region  ; wheia-  the 
! Atlantic  surges  beat  with  uurestr.iiued  violence  ; iuhabite  i 
at  the  e.xtreme  west  end  by  some  few  clammers,"  “rciu^hs." 
anil  “ three-card-monte-men.”  wholiore  the  name  of  “f'linev 
catchers.”  In  the  vicinity  of  Gunther's  depot  ithe  otdy  rail- 
way then  nmiiing  to  < 'oney  Bland,  except  the  hor---  ur- . 
V erea  few  ( ommi.m-iilae,;.  r.nigh-l "):irvl  sh;intie>.  oi;-  u 'i 
Feltman  obtaiui'il  from  a former  customer,  3Iartin  IF  >'k.  in 
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consideration  of  the  x'aymeut  of  ^500  for  one  year’s  lease  of 
an  uncouth  shanty,  16x25  feet,  adjoining  the  site  of  said 
depot.  He  erected,  in  connection  with  this,  a shelter-house, 
25x50  feet,  fitted  up  a h«ir  aud  lunch  counter,  and  commenced 
a career  wliich  uow  justly  X)laces  him  as  foremost  in  his  bus- 
iness. Until  then,  exorbitant  prices  were  charged  for  all 
“solids  and  fluids  ; ” but  he  began  by  selling  luncheons  and 
“ clam-roasts  ’’  at  extreme  low  prices,  including  ice-cream  at 
15  cents  instead  of  25  cents,  lager  at  five  instead  of  ten  cents 
per  glass,  etc.,  etc.,  until,  at  the  end  of  the  season,  so  success- 
ful had  been  the  enterprise  that  the  bar-receipts  alone  were 
|>6,000  ; $3,000  of  which  was  divided  as  net  jirofits  with  his 
business  partner,  Henry  Widff. 

Hook,  the  leaser,  having  prided  himself  on  having 
driven  such  a sharp  bargain,  was  considerably  chagrined 
when  he  learned  of  the  result ; and  when  Feltman.  at  the  ex- 
piration of  his  one  year’s  lease,  offered  him  $1,200  yearly 
rental  for  the  beach-front  only  (for  which  Hook  was  paying 
but  $70j  it  was  rejected.  It  was  then  oll.-red  f')r  s'.’.'HH), 
which  was  f<romptly  refused  by  Feltman.  Meanwhile,  Henry 
C.  Dituias’ lease  of  the  “ Washington  Hotel,”  a low,  tw'o-story 
frame  building,  75x25  feet  in  size,  and  occupying  the  present 
site  of  wdiat  is  now  the  “Sea  Beach  Hotel,”  was  quite  anxious 
to  sell  out,  having  lost  considerable.  At  this  time  his  lease 
was  nearly  expired,  having  but  one  year  longer  to  run  ; but, 
acting  upon  the  aivice  of  Feltman,  who  instructed  him  how’ 
to  proceed,  he- secured  an  extension  of  ten  years  longer  lease, 
for  which  Feltman  agreed  to  pay  him  $4,000  for  all  right, 
title  and  interest  to  said  new  lease.  Wi  en  the  money  was  ten- 
dered, however,  it  was  rejected:  with  tlie  information  that  he 
(Ditmas)  had  been  offered  $6,000  for  his  lease,  and  would  not 
sell  for  less.  Thereupon  Feltman,  having  been  released  from 
his  verbal  contract,  returned  to  Brooklyn  ; while  Ditmas, 
after  looking  in  vain  for  a purchaser  of  his  lease,  im- 
portuned Feltman  again  and  again,  until  “ sick  and  discour- 
aged,” he  readily  accepted  Feltman’s  proposition  of  $3,800, 
including  all  household  effects,  which  in  the  jirevious  agree- 
ment was  not  enumerated.  Immediately  upon  the  transfer 
of  said  lease  to  Mr.  Feltrnau,  he  had  pl.ins  drawn  of  his  own 
architectural  designing,  for  a new  building  two  stories  high, 
55x125  feet,  with  a wing  of  25xS5  feet,  and  more  complete  in 
appointments  than  any  structure  then  existing  on  the  island. 
This  he  submitted  to  Godfrey  C.  Gunther,  President  of  the 
only  steam-railway  then  running  to  the  island,  and  to  him 
he  made  a full  statement  of  his  intentions,  aud  urged  the  ne- 
cessity of  later  evening  trains  ( than  7:15)  from  the  island,  to 
accommodate  thousands  of  business  men  and  working  j>eo- 
ple,  who  could  by  this  means  avail  themselves  of  the  privi- 
leges offered  at  this  resort,  even  after  ordinary  business  hours; 
but  aU  the  arguments  he  could  present  failed  to  induce  Mr. 
Gunther  to  accede  to  his  wishes. 

He  next  applied  to  the  Superintendent  of  the  Brooklyn  and 
Coney  Island  Horse  Car  Road,  and  again  was  met  by  rebuffs. 
The  only  person  he  received  any  encouragement  from  was 
Mr.  A.  R.  Culver,  whom  he  met  at  his  office  in  Xew  York 
city,  aud  after  submitting  his  plans,  etc.,  he  received  within 
one  week  a decided  promise  that  the  new  road,  when  com- 
pleted, would  run  late  evening  trains. 

Having  succeeded  thus  far  in  his  plans,  he  commenced  at 
once  the  erection  of  his  building,  facing  it  in  an  easterly 
direction  and  toward  the  terminus  of  the  new  radroad. 
When  completed,  at  an  outlay  of  $20,000,  he  named  it  the 
“ Ocean  Pavilion;"  advertised  very  extensively,  and  engaged 
for  the  season  Wannemacher’s  71st  Regiment  Band,  which 
was  the  first  music  ever  performed  on  the  island  tinder  like 
circumstances.  By  hard  work  and  dint  of  persever:iuco,  he 
overcame  all  opposition  and  division.  Although  apprehen- 


sive of  the  result,  his  first  sea.son  in  the  “ Ocean  Pavilion  " 
was  a success.  The  following  season  he  was  the  first  to  in- 
troduce vocal  music  successfully;  since  which  time,  others 
following  his  example  have  caused  instrumental  and  vocal 
music  to  be  one  of  the  greatest  features  of  Coney  Island. 
Every  succeeding  season  he  has  added  to  the  original  build- 
ing ; until,  at  the  present  writing,  he  has  a larger  structure, 
in  point  of  square  feet  of  flooring,  than  that  of  any  on  Coney 
Island.  It  contains  the  largest  ball-room  in  the  world, 
the  walls  of  which  are  tastefully  and  elaborately  decorate-1 
with  panels,  consisting  of  allegorical  figures,  landscapes  of 
German  scenes,  and  beautiful  characters  repre.senting  Spring. 
Summer,  Autumn,  Winter,  etc.,  executed  by  a masterly 
hand.  This,  when  illuminated  at  night  by  eleven  electric 
lights,  besides  400  gas-jets,  presents  a beautiful  fairy-land  as- 
pect. This  magnificent  room,  three  stories  higli,  furnishes 
ample  a^'cmumodation  for  over  two  thousand  dancers  upon 
the  floor  at  one  time.  Its  dimensions  are  223  feet  in  length,  by 
tl  feet  and  si.x  inches  in  width,  with  a ceiling  of  32  feet ; the 
roof  of  which  is  supported  by  seventeen  iron  trusses,  and 
capable  of  sustaining  250,000  pounds  weight.  This  feature  of 
construction  was  originally  designed  for  the  purpose  of  a 
theatre,  the  balconies  of  which  were  to  be  suspended  from 
the  roof ; thus  leaving  the  auditorium  below  entirely  free 
from  the  always  to  be  dreaded  and  ever  objectionable  columns. 
Or  again,  should  he  at  any  time  desire  to  add  more  sleeping 
apartment.s  for  guests,  he  may  suspend  the  entire  third  fl.oor 
from  the  roof  and  partition  it  off  at  pleasure,  without  the  neces- 
sity of  disfiguring  the  ball-room  in  the  least,  as  before  men- 
tioned. To  this  building  is  added  two  wings,  one  of  which  is 
135  feet  long  by  35  feet  wide;  the  other  being  140  feet  long  by  36 
feet  wide:  while  around  the  entire  structure  is  a large,  broad 
piazza,  15  feet  wide,  capable  of  seating  5,000  people  comfort- 
ably ; the  entire  facilities  affording  accommodation  for 
20,000  people.  118  rooms  have  recently  been  added  in  the 
upper  portion  of  one  of  the  win.gs,  for  the  use  of  boarders 
each  one  being  large  and  airy,  containing  marble  wash-basi:ns, 
gas,  and  electric  bells,  aud  finely  carpeted  and  furnished. 
The  summer  garden,  quite  a feature  of  this  immense  esta’o- 
lishment,  in  which  is  introduced  a choice  variety  entertain- 
ment, is  107  feet  long,  by  57  feet  wide,  containing  quite  S'X' 
evergreen  trees,  closely  planted  in  large  boxes  along  the 
sides.  It  was  here  Mr.  Feltrnau  first  introduced  to  the  Amer- 
ican public,  after  a visit  to  Germany  in  the  fall  of  1579,  the 
famous  “Tyrolese  Warblers  ; ” since  which  time  he  has  had 
the  best  talent  which  money  could  obtain. 

During  his  second  season  as  host  of  the  “Ocean  Pavilion." 
initiatory  steps  were  taken  to  develop  a specialty  he  now 
largely  enjoys,  which  is  that  of  entertaining  lodge-festival.?, 
etc.  The  steady  growth  and  popularity  of  this  class  of  pat- 
ronage may  be  estimated  from  the  fact,  that  from  tico  in  one 
season,  he  has  entertained  as  many  as  f/itXy-smui  such  gath- 
erings, varying  from  three  to  ten  thousand  each;  while  the 
excellent  character  aud  good  order  observable  at  these  excur- 
sion parties  renders  the  “Ocean  Pavilion"  the  most  famous 
resort  on  the  Atlantic  coast. 

jMr.  Feltman  has  succeeded  far  beyond  his  most  sanguine, ■ 
expectations,  having  received  his  full  share  of  x>atronage. 
He  is  one  of  the  most  affable,  energetic,  frank  and  open- 
he;rrted  men  on  the  beach;  while  in  stature  he  is  medium 
tall  and  well-proportioned,  quick  in  his  comprehension  of 
business  chances  as  well  as  in  social  impulses;  “ Once  a 
frieud  always  a friend  " is  his  maxim.  He  points  with  con- 
siderable pride  to  his  out-door  garden,  consisting  of  trees  and 
shrubbery,  a.s  the  only  successful  eff()rt  on  Ciiney  Isl.’!-.d  i.u 
rescuing  :i  little  of  the  sand  frem  it.-  normal  cotidith.in  "t  !:.ir- 
rouuess,  ainl  placing  it  in  condition  for  thrifty  veget;itioa. 
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HISTORY  OF  THE  TOWX  OF  (Ui A VESEXD. 


Mrs.  William  Vanderyeer.— Mrs.  Vancleneer's pleasant 
face  and  buxom  figure  is  well  known  to  the  habitues  of  Coney 
Island  ; and  her  life  possesses  much  of  the  romance  of  suc- 
cess. A native  of  Newfoundland — Lucy  Devlin  by  name— 
she  jvas  the  youngest  of  three  daughters.  Her  father,  a 
baker  doing  a large  business,  was  unfortunately  drowned 
while  on  his  return  from  a visit  to  Boston.  The  bereaved 
widow  came  on,  with  her  young  family,  to  Brooklyn,  to 
meet  some  relatives;  but,  finding  they  had  removed  to  Cana- 
da, she  concluded  to  remain  ; and,  having  a little  means, 
established  herself  in  a small  business,  in  which  she  was  as- 
sisted by  lier  daughters.  About  lSo7,  Lucy,  the  subject  of 
our  sketch,  married  Mr.  William  Vauderveer,  a native  of 
Newtown,  L.  l.,and  a plasterer  and  brick-layer,  by  trade. 
He  was  afterward  a captain  in  the  Brooklyn  police  ; and, 
subsequently,  held  an  appointment  as  inspector  of  sewers. 
Mrs.  Vanderveer  first  commenced  business  on  her  own  ac- 
count by  keeping  a fruit  and  confectionery  store  at  the  City 
Hotel,  which  formerly  occupied  the  site  of  the  present  County 
Court  House.  Thirteen  years  ago,  her  husband  came  to 
Coney  Island,  in  the  wmy  of  his  trade  (in  partnership  with 
Mr.  Dibble); and,  a yeai-  later,  she  follo-.ved  him.  Her  first 
ventui'e  here  was  that  of  a fruit  and  confectionery  stand  on 
the  piazza  of  the  Neptune  House,  which  tlien  stood  where 
the  Children’s  Aid  Society’s  place  now  is.  Hero  she  made 
money,  and  invested  it;  at  first,  in  the  construction  of  twelve 
bathing  houses.  The  next  season  she  increast'd  the  number 
to  seventy-five,  and  the  year  after,  she  liad  two  hundred  in 
use  upon  the  beach.  These  she  worked  until  she  had  earned 
Sufficient  with  which  to  erect  a hotel— the  present  Vander- 
veer House.  This  was  in  Ifim  ; and,  after  that  was  paid  for, 
she  erected  the  present  elegant  and  commodious  Bathing 
Pavilion  known  by  her  name.  Both  of  the>c  biiihlimrs  were 
constructed  by  Supervisor  McKane.  The  ocean-front  which 


Mrs.  Vandervef  r occupies  is  about  17.5  feet  in  width,  stretch- 
ing hack  to  the  street,  and  most  conveniently  located  to  the 
Culver  Railroad  Depot,  the  Iron-Piers,  etc. 

The  Pavilion  is  a picturesque  and  admirably  planned  budd- 
ing, of  172  feet  length  and  65  depth  ; three  stories  in  height. 
It  furnishes  accommodations  for  500  bathers;  as  well  as  a 
large  Marvin  safe  for  the  reception  of  their  valuables  while 
bathing  ; and  it  also  has  ivarni  salt-water  baths  : an  excellent 
restaurant  and  bar,  reception-parlors,  etc.  Its  cost  was 
nearly  $46,000. 

Mrs.  Vauderveer  has  not  been  unmindful  of  the  ])ersonal 
s.afety  of  her  customers,  as  well  as  of  their  valuables.  She 
first  purchased  the  patent  of  Captain  Street's  Patent  Elevated 
Life-Lines,  which  are  now  in  very  general  use  ; keeps  a life- 
boat out  constantly  upon  the  water  in  front  of  her  establish- 
ment during  the  day  ; an<l  two  beach-guardsmen  on  duty 
daily.  As  many  as  300  or  400  persons  are  frequently  found 
bathing  at  Mrs.  Vauderveer’s  beach.  No  less  than  5,500 
bathing  suits  form  a part  of  the  equipment  of  the  establish- 
ment ; for  the  washing  and  drying  of  which  there  is  an  ex- 
tensive laundry  and  steam  drying-room,  from  which,  also,  is 
furnished  the  motive-power  for  the  electric-lights  which 
supply  the  Pavilion,  Hotel,  Iron  Pier  and  Observatory  near 
by.  Mrs.  Vanderveer  naturally  recalls  with  pleasuralde 
pride  her  early,  struggles  in  the  erection  and  equipment  of 
this  Pavilion;  which,  when  furnished,  her  sons  painted  for 
her,  and  which  her  daughters  assist  her  in  caring  for.  Not 
le.ss  is  she  proud  of  her  very  excellent  hotel,  100  by  40  feet  in 
size,  and  with  three  stories,  containing  36  guest-rooms,  par- 
lors, a large  bar  ami  restaurant ; and  having  attached  a liven,- 
of  twenty  horses,  etc. 

All  this,  as  the  result  of  thirteen  years  of  a woman’s  labor 
and  industry,  is  a record  which  cannot  be  despised  : and 
forms  a portion  of  Coney  Island  history  which  cannot  be 
overlooked  b\  ihe  veracious  chronicler. 
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Feltman’s,  Bauer’s  and  INIrs.  Yandeveer’s  esta1)li>h- 
ments  form  the  substantial  centre,  as  it  were,  of  what 
is  known  as  “West  Brighton  Beach,”  extending 
from  the  western  end  of  the  Island,  at  Norton’s  “Old 


OBSERVATORY  AT  WE^f  BRiOIlTON,  O'Vl.V  I'L\N1). 


Point  Comfort  House,”  to  the  beginning  of  the  Con- 
course. This  portion  of  the  beach  is  the  most  generally 
popular,  owing  to  the  number  and  variety  of  its  places 
of  entertainment  and  amusement  ; as  well  as  to  the 
fact,  that  it  is  tlie  point  to  which  much  the  largest 
number  of  visitors  are  brought,  both  by  rail  and  by 
steamer.  Here  is  the  very  elegant  and  commodious 
depot  of  the  Prospect  Park  and  C.  I.  Pailroad  (“  Cul- 
ver’s”) ; from  which  also  runs  a branch  to  Coney 
Island  Point,  connecting  there  with  the  Iron  Steam- 
boat Company’s  boats  for  New  York.  From  near 
this  depot,  on  the  cast,  also  runs  the  Elevated  P\.aihroij 
to  Brighton  Beach,  the  Hotel  Brighton  and  the  Brigh- 
ton Beach  llacing  Course,  etc.,  a.s,  also,  lines  of  omni- 
buses plying  along  tlie  Concourse.  Here,  also,  is 
“Caulk’s,”  erected  in  1875,  the  first  hotel  of  any 
importance  on  Coney  Island  ; the  great  Ieox  Okser- 
VATOUY,  brought  from  the  Centennial  Exposition  of 
1870,  at  Piiiladelphia,  through  INIr.  Culver’s  enterprise, 

I (and  standincr  three  hundred  feet  above  sea-level, 
provided  with  a steam-elevator,  and  equipped  with  a 
powerful  telescope,  alTording  a forty-mile  view  of  the 
surrounding  land  and  water);  and,  nearby,  stands  the 
“Sk.v-Beacii  Palace  Hotel,”  a beautiful  and  spacious 
j building,  formerly  occupied  by  the  United  States 
(Tovernment  at  the  Centennial  Exposition,  and  now 
oi'cupicd  as  the  depot  and  liotel  of  the  Xcic  York  and 
I Sca-dieach  Jlailwai/  Company.  This  company  is  the 
j only  one  delivering  ])assen<jers  directly  at  Coney 
Island  from  New  York,  independently  of  all  other  rail- 
roail  and  steamboat  companies.  Their  Long  Island 
landing  pla(‘e  is  at  Bay  Ridge,  whence  jtasseiigcrs  are 
brought  direct  to  West  Brighton  Beach  in  the  com- 
pany’s  own  cars.  Cons[»icuous,  alike  from  the  land- 
sule,  and  from  the  ap[uoach  i»y  sea,  arc  the  two 
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immense  iron  piers;  that  of  the  Brighton  Pikr  and 
Navigation  Co.,  reaching  out  fifteen  hundred  feet 
into  the  ocean  ; and  that  of  the  Ocean  and  Naviga- 
tion Co. — hoth  affording,  not  only  a direct  means  of 
access  to  Coney  Island  for  the  thousands  who  visit 
there  by  steamboat  ; but,  wdth  their  promenades,  res- 
taurants, and  other  conveniences  for  visitors,  affording 
an  unequalled  source  of  comfort  and  enjoyment. 


“Brighton  Beach,”  proper — otherwise  known  as 
the  “Middle,”  or  “Engeman’s”  Division  of  Coney 
Island,  owes  its  development  to  IMr.  William  A. 
Engeman.  Its  most  prominent  feature  is  the  “ Hotel 
Brighton,”  a large  and  picturesque  edifice,  capable  of 
accommodating  six  hundred  permanent  guests  ; con- 
nected with  which  is  the  depot  of  the  Brooklyn , 
FIctbush  and  C.  I.  {“Briykto}i  Beach")  Railroad. 


To particulari/.ethc  wonderful  variety  of  “side-shows,” 
games,  minstrelsies,  “ Cheap  Johns,”  and  entertain- 
ments of  every  sort,  which  have  crystallized  around 
West  Brighton  Beach,  would  be  impossible.  It  is  a 
veritable  Vanity  Fair  of  fun  and  eujo}mient — a Babel 
of  music  and  of  sound — fascinating  to  Youtli  and 
amusing  to  Age. 


Fronting  the  hotel,  the  grounds  are  laid  out  most  taste- 
fully in  llo-wer-beds  ; and,  directly  before  the  main 
entrance  is  the  music-stand,  around  which  are  arranited 
seats  for  a large  number  of  people.  The  afternoon  and 
evening  open-air  concerts,  given  here  during  the  sea- 
son, contribute  in  no  sina’l  degree  to  the  popularitv  of 
the  placi‘.  '’I’he  dining-rooms  of  tliis  hotel  will  seat 
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1,500,  and  the  cuisine  is  equal  to  the  easy  supply  of 
10,000  guests  daily. 

- Almost  on  a line  with  the  hotel,  and  to  the  east  of  it, 
is  the  great  Brighton  Beach  Bathing  Pavilion. 
This  is  490  feet  in  length,  with  1,230  bathing-rooms  on 
the  second  floor  ; and  frequently  furnishes  accommo- 
dations for  over  6,000  bathers  in  a single  day.  Two 
brid<res  lead  to  the  beach  from  the  bathing  rooms. 
There  are,  also,  sixteen  hot- water  bathing-rooms,  elab- 
orately and  expensively  finished ; and  the  entire 


York,  on  the  Q3th  of  February,  1840.  His  father,  Anthony 
Enyeman,  being  in  moderate  circunistances,  was  enabled  to 
give  the  boy  only  an  elementary  education.  'W'hen  about 
twelve  year-s  old,  3'oung  Eugeman  engaged  with  a trunk 
manufacturer  in  New  York,  at  a salary  of  tv/o  dollars  and 
fifty  cents  per  week.  Here  he  worked,  steadily  and  indus- 
triously, for  about  a jear  ; when,  thinking  to  better  his  for- 
tunes, he  went  to  Philadelphia ; and  thence  to  Camden, 
where  his  half-brother  (a  son  of  his  mother  by  a former 
husband)  was  established  as  a ship-builder.  With  him,  at 
Camden  and  Gloucester,  young  Engeman  worked  at  ship- 
building ; but,  thb  germs  of  that  untiring  energy  and  cease- 


OCEAN  FIER  AND  NAVIGATIO.N  CO.,  WEST  BRIGHTON,  CONEY  ISLAND. 


arraugements  of  this  establishment  are  on  the  most 
complete  and  costly  scale.  By  niglit  it  is  lit  by  8,000 
gas  jets  and  13  electric  lights.  The  lower  floor  of  tlie 
Pavilion  is  devoted  to  re.staurants,  “ BunneU's  ^Museum,” 
the  Exhibition  of  the  “Brighton  Silk  Works,”  and 
various  curious  “shows,”  ifcc.,  which  help  the  visitor  to 
while  away  the  time  most  agreeably. 


William  A.  Engem.vn,  tlie  youngest  of  four  children 
(three  sous  and  a daugliter;,  was  born  in  tlio  City  of  New 


le.ss  activity,  so  characteristic  of  him  in  later  years,  even  then 
urged  him  to  carve  for  himself  a name  and  place  far  above, 
and  beyond,  the  circumscribed  limits  of  a ship-yard  ; and, 
after  a couiile  of  years  service  there,  he  returned  to  New 
York. 

From  thence  he  went  to  St.  Louis,  where  he  found  em- 
ployment in  rafting  lumber  between  that  city  and  bleed's 
Landing.  Tlie  excitement  and  danger  attending  this  busi- 
ness had  a peculiar  fascination  to  young  Engeman  : and,  in 
this  employment  he  passed  the  summer.  But  the  swamps 
and  stagnant  waters,  in  whicli  part  of  his  time  v as  neces- 
sarily pa.sscd,  superinduced  that  scourge  of  new  co'untries. 
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itrSTORY  OF  THE  TOWH  OF  GRA  VESEND. 


“chills  and  fever,’’  and  in  the  fall  the  unaccliraated  New 
York  boy  became  sick  ; las  work  was  over,  the  season  gone 
by,  and  he  was  out  of  money.  But,  sick  in  body  as  he  was, 
young  Engeman  was  stout  of  heart,  and  set  off  for  Cairo, 
111.  lie  found  the  whole  country  filled  with  young  men 
from  the  East,  in  search,  like  himself,  of  employment, 
where  but  little  was  to  be  had.  Reduced  by  disease  to  a 
mere  skeleton,  he  walked  along  the  bank  of  the  Ohio  ; his 
sole  companion  being  a strong,  hearty,  warm-hearted  Irish- 
man— B(jb  Fullerton  by  name — who  endeavored  to  cheer 


reaching  Cairo,  111.,  he  stopped  at  Paducah,  Ky.,  win  re  he 
found  empdoyment  in  repairing  the  streets — a corponttion 
job.  His  debilitated  condition,  however,  rendered  it  impos- 
sible for  lum  to  continue  work  ; and,  in  a day  or  two.  he  be- 
came a deck-hand  on  a tobacco-boat  going  up  Green  River, 
Ky.  After  two  trips,  finding  himself  too  sick  to  continue, 
he  went  again  to  Cairo,  and  securtd  a position  as  cook  on 
board  a trading  flat-boat  bound  to  New  Orleans.  On  this 
boat  he  remained  till  about  the  first  of  February  of  the  suc- 
ceeding year,  when,  with  slightly  improved  health,  he  en- 


EIUGUTOX  BEACH  BATHING  PAtULION,  CONEY  ISLAND. 


the  lx)y  by  kindly  words  ; and,  these  failing,  carried  him 
on  his  back  for  miles,  only  leaving  him  when  young 
Engeman  piositively  refused  to  allow  this  true  friend  to 
be  burdened  with  him  any  further.  Now  he  was  alone, 
and  resolved  to  retrace  his  stops  to  the  East.  Sick,  sore,  and 
weary,  he  made  his  way  back,  subsisting  by  working  at 
the  houses  he  passed,  receiving  in  return  sucli  lu  cessaries  as 
he  needed.  Tiie  customary  iffte  of  compensation  for  the  cut- 
ting of  sullicieiit  firc-wood  for  a day's  su[i)'ly  for  the  family 
was  usually  a few  potatoes,  or  a.  “ corn-dodger. ” Before 


gaged  as  cook  on  the  schooner  W.  W.  Harkness.  bound  fri'>ci 
New  Orleans  to  Tabasco,  Jlexico  ; the  trip  lasting  about  si.v 
weeks.  While  at  Tabasco,  the  officers  of  the  schooner  made 
him  carry  powder  ashore  in  a market-basket,  under  pretense 
of  going  to  do  tlie  marketing  for  the  schooner  ; a.s,  being 
only  a boy,  his  basket  would  not  be  closely  senuini/ed  by  the 
custom-house  officers.  At  night,  the  mate  forced  him  to  ac- 
company him,  with  a belt  around  his  waist,  and  his  blue  shirt 
above  tlio  belt  stuffed  with  cartridge  powder,  ami  ^ii.■<  ur.  Icr- 
clothiug— smuggled  thi.s  way  to  escape  payment  of  duty. 
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His  natural  ropugnance  to  any  but  open-anfl-abovc-board 
work  was  in  no  vviso  relie ve<l  by  the  tales  poured  into  his  ears, 
of  being  sent  to  the  Government  silver  mines,  if  detected, 
where  he  might  expect  to  pass  the  remainder  of  his  life  as  a 
convict;  and  by  tlie  moral  certainty  tliat,  ■^vhile  the  captain 
and  mate  were  reaping  a golden  harvest  from  the  transaction, 
neither  would  hesitate  a moment  to  sacriike  him  to  save 
themselves,  should  necessity  arise.  Fortunately,  however, 
the  stock  was  all  landed  without  detection  ; and  the  vessel, 
well  loaded  for  the  return  voyage,  weighed  anchor  for  home. 
The  homeward  trip  was  a terrible  one.  The  vessel,  heavily 
laden  with  sugar,  hides,  indigo  and  coffee,  encountered  a 
terrific  gale  for  the  whole  ptissage  ; the  sailors  were  nearly 
all  sick  with  Chagres  fever  ; and  Engeman  was  obliged  to 
perform  the  duties  of  cook,  waiter,  sailor  and  do  all  other 
kinds  of  work  necessary  on  shipboard.  When,  on  arrival  at 
New  Orleans,  the  crew  were  paid  off,  young  Engeman  re- 
ceived the  princely  sum  of  ten  dollars  as  his  full  wages  for 
the  trip ! But,  little  did  he  care  for  that;  his  health  was 
fully  restored,  and  thus  his  main  object  had  been  accom- 
plished. A day  or  two  found  him  an  omnibus-driver,  in  tlie 
streets  of  New  Orleans,  sleeping  in  a hay-loft  in  lieu  of  bed  ; 
economizing  in  every  possible  way  to  save  sufficient  to  pay 
steamboat  fare  to  Fort  Smith,  Ark.,  whither  he  proceeded  as 
soon  as  financially  able.  Here  he  entered  the  employ  of  the 
United  States  Government  in  the  transportation,  l)y  mule 
trains,  of  rations  to  the  army  stationed  at  Forts  Waschita, 
Arbuckle  and  Cobb,  and  Antelope  Hills.  This  was  in  the 
summer  of  1859,  in  the  fall  of  which  year  he  engaged  in 
the  completion  of  Fort  Cobb  (ludiau  TeiTitory).  The  fol- 
lowing spring  and  summer  he  accompanied  the  goveru- 
ment  forces  in  pursuing  marauding  Indians  on  the  Cana-  j 
diau  River ; and,  the  next  winter  the  troops  were  engaged  j 
in  hunting  up  the  different  tribes  at  Fort  Cobb,  Waschita  j 
River,  giving  them  rations  of  flour  and  beef,  and  in  prepar- 
ing them  to  settle  and  farm  the  fertile  lands  of  the  Waschita 
Valley. 

Early  in  the  spring  of  1361,  the  government  despatched 
the  trains  to  Fort  Belknap,  Texas  ; whence  they  were  or- 
dered to  Fort  Colorado.  Here  the  different  infantry  and 
cavalry  companies  were  gathered  together,  and  from  this 
place  they  proceeded  to  Fort  Mason. 

The  civil  war  had  broken  out,  aud  Texa.s  Rangers  gathered 
ominously  about  them  ; these,  in  turn,  were  followed  by  the 
Indians,  who,  at  a safe  distance  in  the  rear,  were  laying  the 
country  waste.  From  Fort  iMason,  the  Unionists  retreated 
to  San  Antonio ; from  thence  to  Green  Lake,  the  Rangers 
following.  Green  Lake  is  but  a few  miles  from  Powder 
Horn,  from  which  those  who  remained  faithful  to  the  union 
cause  (among  whom  was  Engeman)  took  ship  for  New  York, 
touching  at  Key  West  and  Cuba  on  the  way.  Arrived  at 
New  York,  Engeman  and  most  of  the  party  proceeded  to 
Washington.  Here  he  was  tendered  the  position  of  C(donel 
of  the  first  regiment  raised  there,  by  General  Holt,  to  protect 
the  capital.  This  offer  was  made  on  the  representations  of 
General  Fahuer,  who  had  had  ample  opportunities  of  know- 
ing our  hero’s  eminent  qualifications  for  suchax'ositiou.  But 
Engeman  refused  the  offer.  Too  much  of  his  life  had  been 
passed  on  the  frontier  to  render  the  tendered  position  such  a 
one  as  suited  his  temperament.  With  some  of  his  Western 
comrades,  he  wished  again  to  go  to  the  frontier.  Railroad 
travel,  however,  had  been  so  impeded  that  leaving  Washing- 
ton was  not  an  easy  matter.  The  first  attempt  the  party 
made  was,  via  the  Relay  House  (between  Baltimore  and 
Washington),  whence  they  proposed  going  to  St.  Louis. 
Before  reacliing  the  R'day  House,  however,  they  were 
surrounded  and  captured  by  the  guards,  who  imagined 


them  to  bo  rebels  engaged  in  tearing  up  the  railroad 
tracks. 

Their  protestations  were  of  no  avail,  and  they  were 
marched  back  to  Washington  ; and,  on  Pcmnsylvania  avenue, 
were  in  imminent  danger  of  being  lynched  by  a mob. 
.At  the  critical  moment,  some  of  General  Palmer’s  cavalry 
chanced  to  be  passing,  and  recognizing  their  old  Te.van 
comrades,  saved  their  lives,  and  restored  them  to  liberty. 
So  great,  however,  was  the  exasperation  of  the  mob,  that 
Engeman  and  his  associates  had  to  be  taken  to  the  jail  to 
save  them  from  the  fury  of  the  populace.  After  a few  days, 
when  the  excitement  had  somewhat  subsided,  Engeman  and 
his  associates  quietly  left  Washington  ; and,  via  Harp^.-r’s 
Ferry,  inoceeded  toward  St.  Louis  ; narrowly  escaping  cap- 
ture, this  time  by  the  Confederates,  on  suspicion  of  being 
spies.  At  St.  Louis  the  party  separated,  and  ^Ir.  Engeman 
went  to  Leavenworth,  Kansas,  aud  engaged  to  take  govern- 
ment trains  to  St.  Louis,  transporting  ammunition  from  the 
arsenals  there  to  the  different  armies  and  steamboats.  He 
was  sent  from  St.  Louis  to  Rolla,  3Io.,  with  army  wagons  to 
get  ready  for  the  battle  of  Springfield,  where  the  Union 
forces  w’ere  beaten,  and  driven  back  to  Rolla  with  the  loss  of 
Gen.  Lyon.  From  Rolla  they  were  ordered  to  Sedalia.  Mo.; 
thence  to  Leavenworth,  with  all  transportation  by  land.  On 
their  way  to  Leavenworth,  at  a place  called  Lone  Jack,  they 
were  surrounded  by  guerillas  and  detained  two  or  three  days. 
Measles  broke  out  among  the  Lffiion  troops,  it  was  snowing 
furiously,  and  the  only  protection  for  the  sick  were  the  gov- 
ernment wagons.  On  the  approach  of  the  Irish  Brigade  from 
Sedalia,  the  guerillas  left  and  the  brigade  escorted  the  sick  and 
enfeebled  remnants  of  the  army  to  Leavenworth.  At  Leaven- 
worth, Engeman  had  charge  of  all  the  government  wag'Uis 
during  the  winter.  The  following  spring  he  hauled  a battery 
of  artillery  from  Leavenworth  to  Fort  Union,  New  Mexico, 
which  he  left  there,  and  took  a large  number  of  government 
wagons  to  Denver,  Colorado.  At  Denver,  he  was  offered  the 
entire  charge  of  the  government  works  and  corrals,  but  de- 
clined the  position  and  returned  to  Leaveirworth.  by  way  of 
the  Platte  River,  only  one  man  accompanying  him  in  the 
dreary  ride  in  an  old  wagon,  through  the  homes  of  the  Siou.x 
Nation,  who,  through  the  scarcity  of  buffalo  meat,  had  been 
compelled  to  use  dog’s  flesh  as  daily  diet.  Arriving  at  Leav- 
enworth, and  flnding  business  slack,  Engeman  proceeded 


who  had  charge  of  all  the  governotent  corrals  at  that  port, 
and  with  whom  he  engaged  as  assistant.  After  being  with 
Mr.  Bell  a year,  the  latter  went  home,  leaving  Engemen  in 
entire  charge  aud  command  of  all  the  corrals  aud  animals  ; 
the  recej)tion,  inspection  aud  shipping  of  all  horse.'  and 
mules  purchased  for  the  government  at  St.  Louis  for 
the  use  of  the  different  Union  armies.  So  varied  aud 
onerous  were  Engeman's  duties  of  inspection  here,  that  five 
horses,  daily,  were  tired  out  in  succession  in  carrying  him 
from  place  to  x>lace  as  his  business  called  him.  Iiuring  his 
term  t’lere  Engeniau  bought  and  inspected  for  the  govern- 
ment over  one  million  of  horses  aud  mules,  a larger  num!>er. 
it  is  believed,  than  was  handled  by  any  other  one  man. 
\Yith  the  close  of  the  war  in  18G5  this  busines-i.  cf 
course,  ceased.  Had  Engeman  so  wished  he  could  readily 
aud  honestly  have  left  the  government  emxiloy  a miiliona're. 
But  a love  for  money  has  never  been  one  of  his  characteris- 
tics, as  all  who  know  him  will  te.stify. 

Domestic  difficulties  interrupted  his  enjoyment  of  life,  and 
made  him  desirous  of  seclusion  and  ijuiet,  after  the  toils 
ho  had  uuilergone.  In  visiting  New  York  aud  Brooklyn, 
he  came  to  Coney  Island,  aud  at  once  was  eu.'>m.'r'  d 
with  its  beauty,  hc.ilthfulne.ss  aud  eminent  fitues.s  as  a place 
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suited  to  his  taste  and  feeling.  En(iuiries,  made  of  those  who 
would  be  likely  to  know,  showed  him  the  tract  now  known 
as  the  Race  Track,  the  -Ocean  Hotel  property,  and  the  Hotel 
Brighton  property  ; the.se,  together,  forming  one  of  the  orig- 
inal divisions  of  Coney  Island,  known  as  the  Middle  Division. 
This  properly  was  purchased  from  the  two  or  tliree  hundred 
persons  who  had,  by  continued  succession  of  inheritance, 
come  to  be  the  owners  ; a hotel  was  erected  as  a family  home 
and  the  coveted  boon  of  quiet  seemed  at  last  to  have  been 
secured  by  Mr.  Engeman.  But  his  mind,  used  to  activity, 
refused  the  rest  he  had  laid  out  for  himself  ; and,  a year  or 
two  later,  we  find  him  purchasing  the  une.xpired  term  of  a 
lease  on  Coney  Island,  fronting  on  the  ocean.  As  an  instance 
of  his  energy,  it  should  be  stated,  that  the  first  ocean  pier  was 
erected  here  by  him  ; that  tlie  idea  w-as  conceived  on  the  29th 
day  of  June,  and  the  pier  completed,  opened  for  visitors, 

I and  doing  business  on  the  4th  of  July  thereafter,  although 

one  of  the  intervening  days  was  Sunday.  The  building  of 
the  Bathing  Pavilion  well  serves  to  illustrate  tlie  indomita- 
ble energy,  and  determination  to  carry  out  his  plans,  once 
1 matured,  so  eminently  characteri.stic  of  Mr.  Engeman.  When 

I the  Hotel  Brigliton  was  about  being  located,  and  the  prem- 

ises whereon  it  stands  were  purchased  from  Mr.  Engeman, 
an  arrangement  was  made  that  he  should  have  the  exclusive 
right  to  erect  baths,  he  paying  a percentage  on  receipts,  as  an 
equivalent  to  the  company,  therefor. 

To  accommodate  this  custom  Mr.  Engeman  erected  a two- 
story  and  basement  bathing  pavilion — four  hundred  feet 
long,  fifty  feet  wide,  two  stories  high  above  thf  basement, 
with  an  upper  piazza  of  thirty  and  a lower  piazza  of  fifty 
feet  wide,  extending  along  the  entire  front.  The  basement 
was  divided  into  kitchen,  ice-house,  dormitories  for  em- 
ployees and  several  hundred  bath-houses,  to  be  used  when 
exigencies  required.  The  main  floor  was  occupied  by  a spa-  j 
cious  dining-hall,  bar-room,  billiard-room  and  the  various 
offices  necessary.  The  second  floor  was  devoted  to  bathers, 
and  contained  about  one  thousand  bath-rooms  ; the  entrance 
to  the  bathing  department  on  the  second  floor  being  by 
means  of  a spacious  staircase  from  the  main  hallway  below; 
and  the  exit  for  bathers  to  the  water  being  b}*  means  of  a 
wide  bridge  whose  spacious  arch  spanned  the  distance  from 
the  front  of  the  second  story  to  the  water's  edge.  The  idea 
of  the  bath-houses  on  the  second  or  upper  story  was  novel, 
and — as  the  sequel  proved — successful. 

The  building  was  commenced  on  the  9ih  day  of  May,  1878, 
on  which  day  the  first  of  the  piles  on  which  the  building 
rested  was  driven.  One  of  the  chief  difficulties  was  encoun- 
tered almost  at  the  outset  of  the  undertaking,  when  it  was 
ascertained  that  to  have  the  large  structure  completed,  fur- 
nished and  equipped  in  season,  would  necessitate  the  getting 
of  lumber  and  timber  on  the  ground  very  much  more  rapidly  | 


than  could  he,  accomplished  by  any  then  used  method  of 
transportation.  But  the  fertile  mind  of  Mr.  Engeman  so<^n 
overcame  this  obstacle,  ,aud  in  a most  novel  method.  A'vare 
of  the  fact  that,  at  certain  times  of  tide,  any  floating  object 
in  the  water  near  the  shore  would  assuredly  be  thrown  up 
by  the  waves,  lie  conceived  the  idea  of  purchasing  worn-out 
canal-boats,  lading  tiiem,  securing  the  cargo  with  hawsers 
lashed  around  the  entire  Imll  and  cargo,  and  then  towing 
the  entire  vessel  and  cargo  out  of  Gowanus  Canal,  through 
the  Narrows,  around  Coney  Island  Point,  and  fairly  out  to 
sea  to  a point  in  front  of  the  location  of  the  proposed  build- 
ing; there  coming  in  shore  as  close  ;is  possible,  let  g of  the 
canal-boat,  the  tug  jiroceeding  homeward  and  the  canal-L-oat 
striking  the  shore,  would  go  to  pieces:  the  lumber  and  timber 
drifting  on  sliore  at  the  precise  spot  needed.  Nine  times  in 
succession  was  this  unprecedented  feat  repeated:  save  that 
the  last  c;xnal-boat  was  beached  and  unloaded  three  succes- 
sive times  before  it  was  broken  up.  It  was  by  the  aid  of 
such  appliances  as  tliese  that  Mr.  Engeman  was  enabled  to 
I complete  his  building,  put  in  steam-drying  aj)paratus  to  dry 
! the  used  bathing  dresses,  immense  ranges  in  the  kitchen, 
furnish  the  entire  place  wdth  not'ouly  bath-suits,  but  with 
bar  and  restaurant  supplies  and  furniture — all  by  the  ISt’n 
of  June,  or  less  than  seven  weeks  from  tlie  time  of  commenc- 
ing work,  a feat  certainly  unparalleled  in  the  history  of  the 
I count}'. 

For  years  the  attention  of  Mr.  Engeman  bad  been  turned 
tovard  making  a race-trackhy  the  sea;  and,  in  the  Spriug  of 
1879,  his  aspirations  were  realized.  With  his  accustomed  en- 
ergy he  had  the  land  surveyed,  the  track  laid  out  and  built 
on  the  marsh  which  formed  the  rear  part  of  his  Coney  Isian-^ 
property,  with  dirt  and  loam  carted  from  the  city’s  hills — 
the  lumber  drawn  to  the  ground  by  the  horse-cars  from  the 
city— the  grand-stand,  field-stand,  sheds,  paddocks,  bi.isai.'I 
offices,  judges’  and  timers'  stands,  and  all  the  equipments  of 
a well-equipped  race-course  completed  for  use  in  an  in- 
credibly short  time — viz.,  between  the  first  week  in  May  and 
the  middle  of  June.  In  this,  as  well  as  tlie  former  enterprise, 
j amid  every  discouragement,  his  brain  conceived  and  Ids  un- 
j tiring  energy  pushed  these  works  forward  to  completion. 

I The  innumerable  privations  endured  in  early  life  have 
left  their  impression  on  IMr.  Engeman’s  mind  and  naturally 
generous  and  open-hearted  character,  and  have  made  him 
very'  tender  toward  the  weaker  sex  and  toward  youth,  who 
can  always  find  in  him  a sy'iupathizing  friend  and  an  earnest 
; adviser.  Warm  in  his  friendships,  and,  by  no  means 
implacable  in  his  resentments,  he  is  ever  more  ready  to  for- 
give than  to  punish.  While  his  liberality  has  made  him  hosts 
of  friends,  his  qualities  of  mind  and  heart  serve  to  keep 
these  friends  warm  and  steadfast  to  his  great  and  varied 
interests. 
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'The  Eastern  section  of  Coney  Islainl  lying  between 
the  Ocean  and  Sheepshead  Bay,  known  in  old  times  as 
“ Sedge  Bank,”  and  now  as  “ Manhattan  Beach,”  is 
reached  by  the  Marine  running  from  the 

Hotel  Brighton — and  built  on  piles  the  whole  distance, 
thus  allowing  ingress  and  egress  of  the  waves,  and 
making  travel  possible  in  all  weathers. 

Manhattan  Beach  has  a sea-front  of  over  two  miles, 
fringed  with  a fine  sandy  beach,  and  presenting  an  un- 
paralleled view  of  the  Ocean.  This  section  of  the 
Island  (as  Ave  ha\'e  already  mentioned  on  page  40) 
owes  its  present  splendid  improvements  to  the  foresight 
and  energy  of  Austin  Corbin',  Esq.,  the  Avell-known 
banker  and  railroad  magnate.  The  “ IMaxiiattan 
Be.vch  Hotel,”  and  the  “ Oktextal  Hotel  ” (l^uilt  in 
1880,  with  a view  to  the  especial  needs  of  families  as 
permanent  guests),  are  both  unif|ue  ami  imposing  struc- 


tures—and,  from  the  rear  of  the  latter,  the  N.  Y.  and 
jranhattd.n  Beach  It.  It.  connects,  by  means  of  its  vari- 
ous ramifications  (viz.;  L.  I.  R. R.,  to  Flatbush  avenue  ; 
to  Green  point  and  Long  Island  City,  Brooklyn  ; and  to 
Thirty-fourth  street,  and  foot  of  Whitehall  and  Pine 
streets,  New  York  City),  with  the  cities  of  New  York  and 
Brooklyn.  The  Excursion  and  Picnic  Pavilion,  the 
mammoth  Bathing  Pavilion,  Music  Stands,  etc.,  Avhich 
form  the  necessary  adjuncts  of  these  two  large  hotels, 
surrounded  as  they  are  with  extensive  walks,  lawns  and 
fioAver-beds,  laid  out  in  the  most  exquisite  style  of  the 
landscape  gardener’s  art,  form — Avith  the  ocean  vieAA-, 
and  the  inland  A'iew,  beyond  Sheepshead  Bay — a tout- 
ensemhJe  of  most  surpassing  attractiveness. 

The  railroad  facilities  for  reaching  Coney  Island  Avill 
be  fomid  fully  described  in  our  chapter  on  Itadroo.ds 
I and  Travel  in  Pounty. 
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HISTORY  OF  THE  TOWX  OF  (iR.\  VESEXI). 


John  Y.  J[cKane. — It  is  certamly  fortunato  for  the  town  ' 
of  Gravesend,  beset  as  it  is,  on  all  sides,  by  ^rasping 
monopolies ; and  flooded  on  all  days  of  the  week,  during 
four  mouths  of  the  year,  by  the  population  of  the  neighbor- 
ing cities,  tliat  its  i)rineipal  town-ofUcer  is  “ to  the  manor- 
born,”  conversant  with  all  its  wants  and  mindful  of  all  its 
vested  interests;  and  that  he  is  a man  of  nerve,  of  tact  and 
of  honesty.  Such  a man  is  Supervisor  McKane.  He  is  of 
that  e.Ncellent  Noith-of-Ireland  (Scotch-Irisli)  stock,  which 
for  the  two  past  centuries  has  furnished  so  valuable  an  ele- 
ment to  our  American  population.  He  was  born  August  10, 
1841,  in  the  County  Antrim,  Ireland;  and,  when  fifteen 
mouths’  old,  w’as  brought  by  his  mother  to  Gravesend,  where 
his  father  had  preceded  them  by  a few  months.  His  earliest 
education  was  at  the  Gravesend  district-schools  ; auii.  froiii  ! 
the  ag(‘  of  e'gbt  tv)  sixt'-.m  }'i?ars,  he  wa.s  occupied  in  wcu-king  I 
in  the  garden,  digging  clams,  and  all  the  employments  | 
which  usually  make  up  a country-boy's  life.  When  sixteen  ] 
rears  of  age.  be  commenced  to  learn  the  carpenter's  trade  \ 
with  Abraham  .J.  Van  Dyke,  of  l''latbush,  remaining  with  him  i 
for  a year  until  Mr.  Van  Dyke  went  West.  He  then  weut  to  | 
work  with  William  Vause,  builder,  of  Flatbush,  for  another  , 
rear,  when  bis  old  “ boss”  returned,  and  John  resumed  his 
aiijirenticeship  with  him,  remaining  with  him  four  or  five 
rears.  Then,  in  I860,  he  commeiicetl  on  his  own  account  as 
carpenter  and  builder  in  the  village  of  Sheepshead  Bay, 
Gravesend.  His  first  public  office  was  that  of  Constable, 
•which  he  held  for  one  year.  Then  he  was  elected  one  of  the 
Commissioners  of  Common  Lands  for  a term  of  seven  years.  ' 
Then  he  was  chosen  Supervisor  of  the  towti,  of  v hicli  he  is  ! 
now  serving  his  third,  two-year,  term.  Since  its  jiresent  I 
organization,  in  IbSo,  he  has  been  President  of  the  County  i 
Board  of  Supervisors.  Tlie  confidence  which  the  people  of  ' 
Gravesend  repo.se  in  3Ir.  McKane  is  evidenced  by  the  number  ; 
and  varied  character  of  the  otcices  of  public  trust  with  which  | 
they  have  invested  him.  He  is  a Police  Commissioner  ; | 
President  of  the  Town  Board ; President  of  the  Board  of  i 
Health  ; President  of  the  Police  Board,  and  President  of  i 
the  Water  Board.  He  is  also,  by  election  of  the  Police  Board,  j 
the  Chief  of  Police,  having  under  his  control  150  police,  c’O  | 
of  whom  are  regular  town  police,  the  balance  being  specials,  | 
during  the  “ Coney  Island  season.”  | 

In  addition  to  these  public  duties,  he  carries  on  an  extensive  j 
business  as  a builder,  having  built  (with  the  exception  of  the  j 
Manhattan  Beach,  Oriental  and  Brighton)  nearly  all  the  | 
hotels,  and  two-thirds  of  all  the  other  buildings  on  Coney 
Island,  as  well  as  in  the  town  of  Gravesend.  He  has  long 
been  a consistent  member  and  supporter  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  church  of  Sheepshead  Bay;  and  has  been,  for 
seventeen  years,  the  faithful  Superintendent  of  its  Sabbath- 
school.  He  is  a member  of  Franklin  Lialge,  I.  O.  O.  F.,  and 
has  held  all  the  offices  within  its  gift.  He  is  also  ;i  member  ' 
of  the  IMutual  Benefit  Society,  Odd  Fellows.  ' 

Mr.  McK.'ine  was  married,  in  1805,  to  Fanny,  daughter  of  | 
Capt.  Cornelius  B.  and  Jlaria  (Coles)  Nostrand,  of  Gravesend,  j 
bv  whom  he  has  a pleasant  little  family  of  three  boys  and  a 
daughter.  His  venerable  parents  reside  in  Sheepshead  Bay.  , 
happy  in  the  respect  and  confidence  which  they  see  rejjo.sed  i 
in  their  son  by  their  f.  llow-citizens.  j 

Despite  the  number  of  otfiu  ial  honors  enjoyed  by  Super-  ; 
visor  McKane,  he  is  no  politician.  A democrat  by  prefer- 
ence, he  has  never  felt  himself  bound  by,  nor  has  he  ever  I 
Imen  elected  on,  strict  party-lines.  A friend,  who  has  known 
him  long  and  well,  writes  to  ps  of  him,  thus  : | 

“The  life  of  Supervisor  Mc-Kane,  the  stru.'gles  tlmumh  I 
which  be  has  passnl,  and  the  diilieulties  which  fie  has  o\a  r-  i 


come  in  order  to  reach  his  prosimt  position  of  honor  ar.  J 
influence,  are  well  calculated  to  bring  out,  in  strong  relief, 
those  sterling  qualities  of  character  whi'  h have  brought  Ifim 
into  such  worthy  j)rominence  among  his  fellow-i.itizeus. 

One  marked  clairactcristic  of  Mr.  McKane  is  his  thorough 
houcsty  of  purpo.;e.  This  is  conceded  by  persons  of  every 
political  faitii,  if  they  give  an  honest  expression  of  opinion. 

As  the  highest  officer  of  the  town,  he  has  ever  seemed 
most  anxious  that  all  bis  public  acts  should  tell  fur  the 
benefit  of  his  constituents  ; and  we  belie  ve  the  man  is  yet  to 
be  found  who  can  justly  point  his  finger  at  a single  in.-tance 
wherein  he  has  st  dned,  or  in  any  way  compromised,  his 
official  integrity.  While  his  public  position  and  infiuence 
would  give  him  abundant  opportunity  to  enrich  himself,  if 
be  --0  dc-ii'i- 1,  by  winking  at  the  violation  of  law.  and  l.y 
other  ion, abl.-  tiicavis,  yet  we  do  not  believe  lie  ev--.- 

added  to  bis  po.'jcssions  one  doll.ir  of  unlawful  gam. 

Those  who  liave  known  Mr.  McKane  longest  and  be=t  can- 
not fail  to  notice  that  courage  anti  perseverance  are  al.-o 
marked  tnuts  of  his  cliaracter.  When  once  convinced  thac 
a certain  course  of  action  is  right  and  in  the  line  of  duty, 
he  does  not  hesitate  to  ailvance  on  that  line  in  spite  of  po’fiti- 
cal  opposition,  and  the  probability  of  making  political  ene- 
mies. Wt'  can  say  of  him  t^’bat  we  tvish  could  be  sai  l of 
every  public  man.  be  is  not  afraid  to  do  right.  We  fully 
believe  liim  incapable  of  political  intrigue,  bribeiy  or  fraud. 

He  has  nipped  in  the  bud  many  a conspiracy  to  violate  ti:- 
law.  and  lias  sjioiled  many  a little  scheme  of  the  gamblin.: 
frateruity  at  Coney  Island,  whicli,  if  he  had  been  willing  re 
pa.ss  uuiioticed,  would  have  brought  him  no  small  gain. 
But  he  would  spurn  wealth  that  must  be  gained  in  trfis 
way,  at  the  expense  of  his  honor.  His  physical  courage  is 
as  marked  as  his  moral;  no  threats  of  political  destruction 
or  physical  violence  deter  him,  for  a moment,  as  chief  'A  po- 
lice, from  bringing  tlie  strong  hand  of  the  law  to  bear  upon 
every  form  of  iniquity  which  is  properly  brought  to  liis  no- 
tice. He  also  generally  accomplishes  what  he  underta’ues.  K;s 
perseverance  is  such  as  to  overcome  all  obstacles  in  his  way. 
To  this  is  owing,  in  no  small  degree,  his  rapid  rise  from  the 
humble  position  of  his  childhood,  to  the  highest  honors  in 
the  gift  of  his  fellow-townsmen. 

But  above  all  else,  stands  the  modesty  and  grace  of  a 
Christian  character.  The  demands  which  his  position  make 
upon  him  every  day  in  the  week,  render  it  specially  uiiBcuI; 
to  live  in  strict  observance  of  all  religious  duties,  as  wt.uld 
be  most  congenial  to  him  if  be  were  master  of  bis  own  time: 
but,  in  all  his  busy  life  as  a master  biiUder,  he  has  made  it  a 
point  never  to  yiebl  to  the  many  solicitations  to  do  busiui-ss 
on  the  Sabbath.  That  day,  he  has  said,  should  be  reserved 
for  his  own  personal  duties,  and  as  a day  of  rest. 

He  is  also  tender-liearted,  and  generous  to  a fault.  We 
venture  to  say  tluit  he  fills  tu-day  more  oincial  positions  t'nau 
any  (,)tlier  man  in  Kings  Co.  The  prc-seiit  County  Board  of 
Supi  rvisois  liave  proved  their  confi<louce  in  him  by  electing 
him  ])resideiit  yu'o  trm.  of  their  honorable  body;  and.  ind-^ed. 
he  seems  to  hav(>  been  the  only  mau  in  the  Boaril  upon  wbcm 
both  political  parties  were  willing  to  unite. 

His  otiici;il  life  has  been  untarnished,  and  his  private  life 
above  reproach.  We  do  not  for  a nioment  suppose  liim  to 
be  above  all  the  mistakes  and  fradties  of  bum.m  naturr 
Tliat  he  has  done  some  things  in  public  and  private  lifv 
wliich  be  regrets  w.,' have  no  doubt,  but.  as  a- public  mac 
we  belii've  liim  to  be  lionestly  striving  to  do  his  duty;  and 
in  his  most  trying  position  we  believe  no  man  could  do 
ter,  or  more  wiMdy  admi:u>ior  the  re>por.si!'le  irui-t  col- 
fern-ii  upon  him  by  his  feliow-eiti.uuis.” 


5^ 


nl  '-:.ltvi  ! 'rl  I'  ■ — - ->i>' 

..  .-..U/nI  fl  ,,.{(■■  -•rc.iniwTM. 

..^,■■•1  V'*  (' '-:  .'ll>..i‘ 

n>i  "'1'^  '-li'  ;•  wUJ^^  J*- "■' 

; ?»»>■ '/■• '.iJvJ  inn:  Vo  * 

?»’,  3 .te'>'>'’  v’ ■ oii*'*’’  r.fnu-i 

uiy;':.';nmn-  .I-"”-* '''  ' 

III  L ■unvaf^tVq  <;K5im( 

KT,'i'ri.cr'ti*i‘  6i  ; ''Ti.l*'- 

, ,7.'jii  I . ’lit  1/  ■■,,'irvlM. (I  .’■! 


'inoii  ' ■*1)''^  > ' 


:r.f}rrr  i 

' ,V1- 


) ...  iwii -i  rS  «jlt< ; 

•V  \i.  ' : . M ^ ’ ■' 


1 (I'  no  ,»*  11  -I.  Iv  - ,SU-o'..ffiU  Vo 

‘^uii.ni  ,v  oiij  i,  >•,.■.!  !’i.  .lO  iv  b«f..  , -xJoq-n-Mn 

■1,1  Li'jto  r’  ■■•  f >■  rt  'Ijr.':  (i'V.)  'xfl  I * y\l~»Mt.  lOcV 

. \i  liiV  Sd  v;i  (Jr,  Hliv/  ••iio.. 

!k  ‘ T'»tl  'y  **r«l  I»|  ‘d  i ’'• 


rf  fv  ^ * 

4,01.1'.’  -j' ! '-,.4.1'M'"  1'^  l.l.’iUl. 

■ni  I-.:''.  * ,'ri';rL'i ■'.'Of' tI  ' .' 

; ^.  ’* -ifJir' ' *■*'( 

•..■'.'.Vi /iioo'VVooi- •; -.1'^'  . 

;i;  :■  P ili  till  i;  -I  i.:’'P 

;..’  ■■'i’"  . .0/  ''ilVi  . -I'l  '‘.o  ')yil‘'''bi 


1 1 . 


n' 


vt.- 


.yf%h  /• 

i«  "/‘I.  I 


fu 


ijijvi'.ii."'!. 

!v;  ifi'ii 


1 1 . 


.11,11  ■■  1.;  ’M 
0 ,11 1’p' *' 'f  ■•' ' ( I'l  ' ' 1 i.'J  ,l  ii}t'ilW 

il?’(.(tj  kill  'll' V.',  :(f' 

• .li  (:)  U.:1'  . '>:■'■ 

I,.  •-!;!, A ii  -■■  -'lif 

I,',  •.,„  i!l!!j.".'.>9  ■• 

■ i -iL’.  w‘a  fy<n  4 

-ill.!  H<i\  , ,:  T "'i 

Mil  ’y'l.y  .Ajlli! 

,1  ■!  ',i’.i’;  r.n  :-j 


‘ K'tKvityi'.c  .;xt4.-m  « •''’•• 

-'■.'ii’i  It*'  evil  ,/>'■»' Itfii' 1 ■!  i«|  r-»f  ■-.  ) 

,ri  iKU?ji'  /,■  alcA  >UV»  f,l  Iiiifte'itqt'q  O.  .■m.iii/.  imu 
r^Aipfi  If  >.'■/;•  f tai>5aA  r}<l:  y-' 

iiTMii'jr.i’i'c'  jvi-iA;oV  wiiJt'ft!  Jf"'  ’<1  f.' *c..v/  .,M<;  ,i;:u4.i-i 

)v  'ill  .-;i‘;noiii  i:  '4  nuidJ  IWmI  f ■•.’'f 

..  li'i.i,  ■:  til’ flit •■«<•  ;••!•*'  ‘ •* I •'  {♦M'-wvirO  • •/»  • itK'f 

{P...W.i7i,  •..-.  i l.pf^iii  ^-r,  ■ i' ■;' ti.'.i-Mvi’i’v'i  - i.rja^H’o -iji' vtl 

,>iii’^<!rv  i<i;i:.A:  Vitlt'ibi  I"'.:  ,hiia±j  -d*  tn 


lijUt  •' 
oV  1uf,'V.'  iis 
■i:n‘yyn.  ’jm 


■•.i'jU  f-  <w  f!  idyf 

4’  ..fi;  il  i,3’li,'*''i}>'i.mijri'>'i  V?  p'-'i'ii 

, , . ..'<1 ’'ll  V ‘ii;i,,*i;l-'jiT  f ■ n'/  . ' tlf.fij  A rtsi  .' 


,'slA  I'  -r-.i'  nt>i'f  *1  '5wV 


FC.’ff  -.'1  1 


;i) -4i  I ■ •■i'd'v-1'  ni 

> |iw;.'l.n;l  J 'fo  'I'.f-ii'b'' fii;  w 
i-r  sf'Jotl.  Iff  li  n.A'n,  ''iKi-’l  •'-  f-1.  ,<s)d  HHdw  .•Vi'*y 


• I ' 


il'UiT  Ui’ 


lO* 


. ) 


i 


•\.t  I 


l'uv{ 


,»KV  K’ 


■ dl’ 

.4^.' 


, ufM 

j.-  .v/i 

(I 

i V *jij  j.'-i-:.* 


a).' 


I 

/ill':.  ’. 
i!5  to 


. !i’o  ‘'..i  ,1 '’'if 'H  .a^.-'T 

i’u.',,’.' ,y.  IP  rfUr.S:*  ,-'  V-Jil’m  J 
■■„'  c:.:-  ' •Kilittf  S'  -ih  -A’ 

r,i  bt.Kpj'f'ti:.'.'  <nl  > iV  1A‘  «■  ai-.fd  'll:. ■,!  .(?  fiolil  v 
i . :i  atz'-.-i  i:  '•  'I  ./l-yrj'-iu 
'Ip /ri»i/i;  %''i5  ' ■ Md':'-.-'-' 


5.ik  "'..•ivi''-  ■ 'I  ■ *'Ul  lyjii’i-' i^iB  //wj 

>-.  ni.4‘k'‘4l  W!  ,,f’-’',i  ,<•  ..n»'»WiXiftiit4‘tc 


||j 

. .’ij  ■■ 


,Er -j;,' 


,1  •i■,/•^  ,,‘- 
.?i  'iM 


r 

'd  1 , T , . 

. . .':  i u t 

--- 

.Ii"  .1. 

'.iH 

It  ^ ■ . i 

- ■ . 5 

1 . t ' 

■i;  ■-  ■•;"■''  ji'.i-r'i  .■..I'.it 

' • t •' 

ti'.; 

i ' 

1 :■,.■,  ; . £>))•;■'  „■  ;i  ■ ■■' 

1 f. 

•I'n’-’i-.  ( -li.-Tl  .7  'fS 

P',PCt' 

I.:.'  ‘m)  ■ 

’ .M.t  '. 

I:  lifi')-  ,71  „•  fil  ’i-l  i:S,P  1’'^ 

III.-,;  ..'  , 

i'lM.i.;;  ,v  '■■■  It  oi' 

- 1 < *t  t * 

-«  ,■)■»  ••  ' , , 

,1  ' ''ll 

.[  ('«■■■  -,  i>  'iiiliiifiii 

•VC 

:-i..  - . ^-tlv.i' 

i . ■ 

I.  cL.'a 

.,,1’.  Ill:  i/’  .ii)'.  tnC_ 

r ' 1 i • 

'.cry-- 

:.  ■.'■;.,;!'  1 /■'  .''v  ■:.'0 

!th  »i  *» 

>Lii  ■■' 

|.‘.  ' ' 

ri  'f  61'  'iiVf'i  ' 1 s.fi  i 

2 ih' 

: dO  ■*„ 

.tt'.io  Hi  ’.jViSfrj 

;vv  1-.^^: 

■■rrii 

1 .’1  L-S' 

r _l- 

-j.Ut  1 

,JL«!  •jA’tjii  Mil  ilf.'  -ai  .Jf.:<l 

.,••!  • ■ 

4»l. V, 

Ijd'i* 

, rrf’.’  ’ I.I.T  lay-jr  ■'cro'^ 

I :i  *‘  ■ . 

e ;f  . 

.;  • 

■ .4'  i ■ ,ri  S.k: .'  i;S  uLl  o- 

ti^'i 

1 ,11.''  -,''i'ii|  ly.'ij.'  ".’.  t 1 1 

C*5  "'‘O 

'i  M i*' 

HI.  ..V* 

; 1 • 1 J:  *'t  "f } 'XJOi , Oii'i  I7  i ' 

■■  - ■/ 

■!]•: 

■iO  >ri- 

'-o/sr  ,»ti 

T /v 

. >■).  or  Y'ttJ 

in  •> 

1 f i.) 

. r:  ■'* 

i.j. 

,.'/o’'i:<j  f.y Ml)!: tf’l4:3«7w_:f'iy)4il'' 

I Mi-'i.ii  I .■.ii,-..r.,iri'*r/'> ,*iiirr . V'' 

. ,j  i'.,,  .,i..,.,i'/'i'  /■  MPf<jth  biS;,-iiiorat^ 


b."i 


i'> 


.r*' 

■ -'K: 


»r 


■M,,  ^ 'f4i  '14 


,-.i  sli  ■'  nifrt  h'ljKiT'ai . lyjifA 


!i 


'1  P3ii  ■d'riyfti  • .•■•  'h>  .11-  •*  s=.p'S 

iiiifi  . i;'< '■■' '^T  ' 'H'  fU'-i 

) it* -d i'jtnV/;  *mu 
■ I'V:, ; v."i  .:/l  I'llnb  i i->  loi.i’j  v<fj 

.111  ' 


,'.l; 


■111.' 


1'  'V,.'. 


^.'^ibT'fi!''!  Il  l -I-' 

:''.i!f''t  jUtci- -MO'  iti  f.i/if  i vino  ' 


I : -.1,'j  1 ■VP.  A m'  ■ <1 

: 1 ; J 'll  fi-.f-it!  Il.t  9ii 

ir  iR^ijil'XJ  't’oi! 


■'hii  /-/'I  [ l'  f?  ■’■' 


• i-:i  -rii.f  If'.iu.Jtto'r.ii 
■;7A  . .ifeifWiHI*)'!  y tOilr 


fifi  iViA  .’fii^h.*'-!  ■itii.ttp'iy  -.Mu  i^ioit'w  lid 

' ■ fctif  W yycto'.l  ■ oif;  SMthub 

■ n-- Ji4  B'>l '-■I''"  ''ll  .'iO£tiiJ'£*/kAoOf'’‘<i'-Xid  <J9  (.w'l.  lirif'if  III 
,■  ,11  ,-<■/.:»  >.  rliiAi  :sv!r' i..i  ; •.!.>.!] u-i  * e*  fv.'xmirJ 

.■'i-.i-  ,.r, ' ifi  liii::'; -ffl  ifeidilQ  ‘ .OAff/.niud* 

u i-,  I’.rvhiid  •tf.tdio  f'l'ij  l-lsj"if5  l-rtd 

ti  .hi(SJ7»’tfii-i''i  W js7> at  Hiiw.et.  .i'jrclsf 

■ .'j  V<i  •' 97 rn. I iti.ii;  ^’cfjdiWfe/fcEd’  fl  ovsd  ■ 

;, ,;  : i!  [ijrt  ; ■'3,^1 

■ : /-■  PI.  11.  ^1 

Si.  <S  .6  A-i’C-'t'is 

fu  Ml'.  ■■•.'•. 4.1’.  4 '41  »j-rf 

';4  ■it..i,-i%u-'H>. , jecn.- 

Vb.  *.  .1 ,4‘{;  ■ •' 

li  (iji i;  / ‘MUi  &■  Jisotl-w  Yd 

.vj,Jl  l-fv>.iisti'.>'<.l<i  njt  'iLi’^yt  da~ncq4^i'iyj^4^H  '• 

'!*>  41(1  -nAkls A5  ■ t 


,1  .,1  i"!  •.■|•-.m<'•^lV  I ' 't  li.rt  I.iy  -y-rf  'J'.wtr.  1 . •:  ..  , -:;'  ■;  ,p- 7.;^ , ' ‘'''rT''  , 

a Wiioif  Si’-Hii.”  '"1-'  '.dri!e,v:r.Hn^tP 

' ■ ■ - 4/(v/ Mm*  «»«i 

; i.iui.J  jiuiU;  '1y, hs<n<»r  dtiji 

fi') 


I>  *«'rf  oh  v*»  ‘‘  x'ij't  4w*.w4!iii(pt» 

i nil)  ■'  'Vj-f’i  fiin  ■iVviid't  ■ iivnli-n*-; 

■tS  i‘  vf”'.A*  |*r-'/i|i  X'  .■! ’J 


■ ji  'i.*'4i-.fl4pi^'t 


■f 


.’,•.. ■A,' .^,.■(.,7^1  isx'nv,'  :■’, 

- ■ ■ .■-„,...  '•.'M  :.*  - 


M 


-’f. 


f 


’■>■  .7 


'iv’;. 


mOGRAPITY  OF  EDWARD  RIDLEY. 
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Edwaui)  Ridley. — Tlio  lifr  and  careor  o!'  Ri'l- 
Icy  is  an  example  of  w.hat  may  be  attained  by  a well- 
balanced,  vigorous  mind,  united  with  enterprise,  en- 
ergy, industry  and  integrity;  eharacteristies  which 
form  the  character  of  a successful  merchant,  and  \rhich, 
if  yiossessed  by  a young  man  in  the  beginning  of  his 
busine.ss  career,  are  equivalent  to  wealth,  for  they  are 
sure  to  bring  we.alth.  A discriminating  writer  has  said, 
“Love  of  business,  and  capacity  to  conduct  business, 
stand  ne.xt  to  afHucnce.” 

These  qualities  entered  largely  into  the  character  of 
jNIr.  Ridley — a character  which  needs  no  eulogistic  lan- 
guage to  array  it  for  publication;  for  it  is  its  own  eulo- 
gist, speaking  from  a conspicuous  position  founded  on 
a well-spent  lif(>.  It  would,  therefore,  be  injured  by 
any  word-  of  ailu'abeni. 

But  a virtuous  life  demands  our  reverence;  public  j 
and  private  worth,  our  admiiation;  Icmg  and  practical 
usefulness,  our  gratitude;  tlieiad'ore,  in  referring  to  one 
whose  life  fairly  elicits  these  sentiments,  it  is  an  act  of 
justice  to  conscientiously  and  honestly  speak  of  him  as 
those  who  knew  him  best  would  and  do  sjieak.  If  he  I 
possessed  rare,  commendable,  or  even  brilliant  endow- 
ments, it  is  not  adulation  or  undue  eulogv,  in  writing 
his  memoir,  to  give  him  all  the  credit  thev  deserve;  it 
is  but  speaking  the  language  of  truth  and  soberness. 

T'his  leads  us  to  say  that  IMr.  Ridley’s  character  as 
disclosed  in  the  record  of  his  life,  may  lie  described  as 
follows,  and  we  believe  all  who  knew  him  will  say  it  is 
a true  mental  portrait  of  him. 

Ilis  moral  and  intidlectual  qualities  were  in  harmony; 
his  principle.s  commanded  the  respect  of  the  great  com- 
mercial community  in  wdiich  he  lived;  his  jirivate  vir- 
tues attracted  the  affection  and  regard  of  his  friends. 
He  "was  modest,  claimed  no  merit,  assumed  no  import- 
ance and  never  alluded  to  the  wealth  he  had  acquired, 
lie  was  charitable,  not  impulsively  bestowing  his  means 
without  discrimination,  but  with  judicious  selection, 
and  from  a sense  of  duty.  His  economy  was  exact,  but 
liberal;  the  reeijnents  of  his  bounty  were  numerous. 
He  had  a high  sense  of  justice,  and  the  claims  of  hu- 
manity. His  religion  -was  a jiart  of  his  being,  and  dis- 
played itself  in  the  uniform  tenor  of  his  life.  He  acted 
under  the  habilual  conviction  of  accountability;  his 
feelings  were  always  under  the  control  of  his  will,  hence 
he  was  never  guilty  (ff  those  extravagances  of  cotiduct 
Avhich  too  often  mar  the  career  of  men  in  con>j>icuous 
positions. 

He  was  tenacious  in  his  friendships — equally  so,  we 
believe,  in  his  enmities.  Having  once  had  good  cause 
to  doubt  a man’s  sincerity  or  integrity,  he  never  after 
fully  trusted  him.  His  disposition  was  cheerfid — his 
convm-sation  instructive  and  entertaining.  Whatever 
w'cre  his  faults — for  he  was  human  and,  of  course,  pos- 
sessed the  weaknesses  and  fr.'lilties  of  human  nature — 
they  wer<“  overshadowei]  bv  his  vii  tues. 

Fewv  men  ever  assimilated  themselves  so  easily  and 


naturally  to  the  detail  of  bu>iness  as  he  did  ; few  men 
w'ere  more  everdy  balanced  or  self-controlled  under  the 
sudilen  emergencies  and  vicissitudes  of  the  commercial 
world  than  he;  If  the  tide  was  against  him,  he  lireasted 
it  conr.ageously  and  hopefully  ; if  in  his  favor,  he  was 
calm  and  cornjilaisant. 

Such  we  believe  to  be  the  characteristics  of  Edward 
Ridley;  given  without  embellishment,  with  rigiil  adhe- 
rence to  truth.  It  ■will  now  be  our  j>!easant  duty  U' 
briefly  trace  his  life  and  career  from  its  beginning  to 
the  time  when  summoned  by  death  to  the  unseen 
world. 

He  was  born  in  Leicester,  England,  in  the  year  IS  16, 
and  was  a lineal  descendant  of  Bishop  Riilley,  who, 
with  his  brother-martyr  Latimer,  suffered  at  the  stake 
for  his  inflexible  adherence  to  those -princiiile- v. 
his  cmscience  assured  him  were  right. 

Mr.  Ridley’s  father  was  James  Mosley  Ridley,  gen- 
tleman; held  in  high  esteem  for  those  inbred  qualities 
that  qualified  him  for  the  respectable  position  he  held 
in  the  [dace  of  his  nativity,  that  of  an  accomplished 
English  gentleman.  Among  his  most  intimate  friend- 
was  Sir  Edward  Wilde,  so  well  known  in  the  English 
history  of  that  day. 

His  mother  was  a lady,  in  every  respect  qualifiol  fer 
the  wife  of  a man  like  James  Ridley. 

As  Jlr.  Ridley  desired  his  son  to  enter  the  legal  [ir'.i- 
fession,  he  '.vas  carefully  educated,  and  taught  tho.-e 
religious  principles  which  imbued  hi.s  whole  life.  A- 
his  father  was  a member  of  the  Church  of  England,  he 
was  reared  under  the  teachings  of  that  church. 

There  was  much  in  the  youth  of  young  Ridley  that 
gave  indication  of  future  eminence;  but,  as  he  advanced 
ill  years  it  became  apparent  that  the  tendencies  of  his 
mind  were  leading  him  to  the  calling  of  a merehant. 
and  not  to  the  bar.  Still,  he  was  a constant  and  an 
aiqireciative  student,  devoting  his  leisure  hours  t" 
books. 

With  considerable  reluctance  his  father  assented  to 
his  choice  of  business;  and,  according  to  the  custom  of 
England,  he  was  apjirenticed  to  a highly  respectable 
merchant.  Having  conijileted  his  mercantile  education, 
he  began  business  in  liis  native  town  under  jiro-perou- 
circumstances;  but,  by  the  failure  of  business  hous  ^ 
whose  pa[)cr  he  had  endorsed  to  a large  extent,  he  w.i- 
oblige-l  to  suspend.  After  lioimnibly  settling  with  Lis 
creditor-,  with  the  means  he  had  left,  he  emigiaued  to 
this  country  and  became  a resident  of  Albany. 

Here  he  began  business  as  a dry  goods  merchant, 
attaining  such  success  that  he  was  enabled  to  establi-li 
a branch  at  Saratoga.  He  was  then  but  30  years  .,f 
age,  and  the  inanagenient  of  these  two  concerns  was  a 
severe  test  iqion  his  bimines-  ability.  But  he.was  c.[nal 
to  the  emergmicy,  ainl  succe-s  attended  buth  h"ti-  -. 
At  length  his  ent crjiri'^iinj-  -nirit  inditced  him  1"  •!< 
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wliicli,  wliiie  it  affords  groat  facilities  for  amassing 
wealth,  presents  gigantic  difficulties  in  doing  so. 

Accordingly  be  drew  his  busine-ss  at  Albany  and  , 
Saratoga  to  a close,  and  early  in  the  year  1«49,  became 
a competitor  for  commercial  pro.sperity  and  wealth  in 
New  York.  He  entered  upon  his  career  in  a careful 
and  unpretending  way,  in  Grand  street.  Plis  store,  when 
first  ojiened,  was  12x30  feet  in  extent;  but  his  business 
gradually  increased  from  this  small  beginning  to  be  the 
most  extensive  and  successful  in  the  city. 

It  would  be  the  work  of  supen'rogaliou  to  describe 
in  detail  his  mercantile  career.  That  he  attained  dis- 
tinguished success  and  great  wealth  by  his  singular 
business  accomplishments  and  honorable  dealing,  suc- 
cinctly describes  it.  It  may  not,  however,  be  improper 
to  add  that  the  eslablishment  of  which  iMr.  Ridley  was  | 
a*  the  head  at  the  time  of  his  death,  occu]>ies  four  and  | 
one-half  acres  of  ground,  bounded  by  Grand,  Allen  and 
Orchard  streets,  and  that  in  it  1,700  persons  found  and 
still  find  employment. 

In  1879,  Mr.  Ridley  returned  to  England  for  the  pur- 
pose of  discharging  some  debts  which  he  loft  when  he 
came  to  this  country.  The  fidelity  to  conscience  which 
govenied  him  in  the  payment  of  those  debts  most  truth- 
fully desci'ibes  his  real  character.  It  is  not  strange  that 
such  a man  should  become  an  ornament  to  the  mercan- 
tile Avorld,  a stalwart  pillar  in  the  business  fabric  of  the 
metropolis. 

]Mr.  Ridley  was  twice  married;  first  to  Miss  Elizabeth 
Smith,  of  Leicester,  England,  Oct.  23d,  1S37.  There 
were  born  to  this  marriage  five  children,  three  sons  and 
two  daughters — James  Mosley,  Albert  and  Arthur 
John,  Fannie  Louise,  and  Emma  Elizabeth,  all  of  whom 
are  living  except  .Tames  M.,  who  died  several  years  ago. 
llis  two  sons,  Albert  and  Arthur,  were  his  partners  | 
under  the  firm  name  and  style  of  “ Edward  Ridley  & 
So>'s.”  The  latter  continue  the  business. 

3Ir.  Ridley’s  first  wife  died  in  lSi33.  In  January, 
1SC5,  IMr.  Ridley  was  united  by  marriage  to  Caroline 
Yhlhelmina  Yevance,  of  Philadelphia.  Ilis  marriage 
relations  a}>pear  to  have  been  happy. 

Jlo.st  of  the  time  during  his  second  marriage,  Mr. 
Ridley  was  subject  to  attacks  of  that  fatal  disease, 
apoplexy,  which  finally  terminated  his  life;  and 
it  was  only  by  the  most  tender  care,  faithful  and 
untiring  watchfulness,  that  the  fatal  stroke  was  so  long 
averted. 

To  his  second  marriage  there -was  born  one  daughter, 
Clara  AY.  Ridley,  born  July  25th,  ISO 7,  a young  ladv' 
of  many  accomplishments,  most  tenderly  attached  to 
her  father,  an  attachment  which  was  mutual. 

In  his  circle  of  home  life  Air.  Ridley  was  chivalric  iu 
devution  and  inexhaustible'  in  affectii)!!.  His  elegant 
home  at  Gravesend  was  a pleasing  retreat  from  the 
w'caring  cares  and  labors  of  Grand  street.  This  had 
bcfii  Ids  home  for  over  seventeen  yeai>;  a home  built 
and  fnnii-hed,  its  grounds  beautified  under  the  superin- 


tendence of  Mrs.  Ridley,  with  special  regard  to  his 
health  and  comfort. 

He  usually  reached  his  store  about  eleven  o’clock  in 
the  forenoon;  leaving  it  at  six  P.  Al.  in  his  carriage. 
After  the  opening  of  the  great  bridge  he  crossed  it  ever}’ 
day,  morning  and  evening,  down  to  about  the  time  of 
his  death,  reaching  his  home  after  a drive  of  over 
seveu  miles.  As  he  left  all  the  cares  and  responsibil- 
ities of  his  businc.ss  in  Grand  street,  his  home  to  him 
was  like  another  world — a world  of  peace,  rjuiet  and 
rest,  and  we  may  well  say  of  happiness.  H<-re  he  found 
time  to  study  the  contents  of  a library  which  he  had 
collected  with  the  judgment  and  taste  of  a sclnfiar. 

The  di.scipline  of  his  e.arly  education,  ripened  by  con- 
tact with  the  world,  rendered  him  an  appreciative  and 
critical  reader  of  books.  Not  long  after  he  came  to  this 
country,  he  united  with  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
sincerely  attached  to  it  by  conviction  but  without  big- 
otry in  head  or  heart. 

In  1874  he  was  ordained  a minister  iu  that  church, 
but  his  ministrations  seem  to  have  been  confined,  espe- 
cially during  the  absence  of  the  pastor,  to  the  church 
at  Parkville,  of  which  he  was  a member  and  the  princi- 
pal founder.  He  occupied  its  pulpit  on  the  Sunday 
before  his  death,  and  preached  for  nearly  an  hour  with 
great  earnestness  and  much  interest  to  his  auditors. 

He  was  one  of  the  most  industrious  of  men;  rvould 
leave  his  business  in  New  A ork,  and  return  to  his  home; 
and,  after  a pheasant  reunion  with  his  family,  he  avould 
seek  his  study,  where  he  often  remained  engaged  until 
a late  hour. 

He  was  fond  of  music,  especially  sacred  music. 
Every  evening,  before  his  family  retired,  with  the 
accustomed  family  worship,  he  would  unite  'ivith  them 
in  singing  his  favorite  hymn — “Nearer  my  God  to 
thee.”  This  was  repeated  on  the  night  in  which,  before 
the  dawning  of  another  day,  he  saw  the  last  of  earth, 
with  singular  solemnity  and  with  somet’ning  of  a pre- 
monition of  the  sad  event  so  soon  to  follow. 

Mr.  Ridley’s  death  was  very  sudden  and  unexpected. 
On  Alonday  afternoon  he  left  Grand  street,  at  the  usual 
hour,  for  his  home,  ap[iarently  in  his  usual  health.  After 
spending  the  evening  with  his  family,  he  retired.  He 
remained  iu  bed  a half  hour,  when  he  arose,  as  Airs. 
Ridley  believed,  for  some  purpose  connected  with  his 
library,  as  fie  occasionally  did.  A brief  time  elap.<ed, 
wlien  slie  was  startled  by  his  groans;  she  hastened  to 
him,  reaching  him  only  in  time  to  listen  to  the  utter- 
ance of  a few  affectionate  parting  sentences,  and  to  his 
declaration  that  fie  was  dying. 

It  needs  no  wonls  of  ours  to  describe,  if  we  could,  the 
bitter  angui.'-h  that  thus  suddenly  fell  upon  this  happy 
household. 

Thus  lived  and  thus  died  Edward  Ridley.  AYe  cau- 
i not  conclude  our  sketch  of  him  in  more  aj'propriate 
l.uuruaLre  than  that  ontaine'l  in  the  following  beautifid 
1 tribute  }>ai'i  to  hi>  memory  by  another. 
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“ He  had  noiio  of  the  pride  of  wealth  or  the  arrogance 
of  aristocracy;  though  giving  largely  to  the  church  he 
never  did  ho  in  a manner  to  inspire  thoughts  that  he 
considered  himself  above  others.  During  the  many 
years  that  he  pass*  d at  Gravesend,  he  never  departed 
from  his  charming  Christian  simplicity;  and, by  everyone 
who  knew  him,  he  was  looked  up  to  more  for  his  many 
virtues  than  his  great  riches.  Even  in  matters  of  im- 
portance he  was  inclined  rather  to  have  others  express 
their  will  than  insist  upon  his  own  opinion.  To  his 
sons  he  has  left  an  inhoritnnee  in  hi.',  example  of  a good 
life,  far  richer  and  better  than  the  muniticent  behests 
they  received  from  him.” 


WiLUAM  n.  SilLmYELL.  a lineal  descendant,  in  the  eighth 
generation,  of  Nicholas  Stillwell,  the  emigrant  of  1G3S,  was 
born  at  Gravesend,  L.  I.,  .Tune  2S,  1832,  where  he  received 
such  elementary  education  as  tlie  district-school  there  then 
afforded.  At  the  age  of  nineteen,  he  accepted  a position  as 
teacher  of  the  district-school  at  Grassy  Pond,  Queens  County, 
and,  in  succession,  in  the  schools  at  Gravesend  Neck  and 
Gravesend  Village.  Having  taught  himself  the  elements  of 
land-surveying,  he  gradually  worked  himself  into  a consider-  | 
able  practice  as  a land-surveyor.  This  extended,  in  time,  till  I 
he  came  to  be  recognized  as  an  auMiority  on  matters  con-  j 
uected  with  his  profession.  Elected  by  his  neighbors  to  the  | 
position  of  .Justice  of  the  Peace,  for  several  successive  tenns,  | 
he  left  that  office  with  a clear  reconl  as  .an  upright,  honest.  ; 
fearless  official.  In  1857  he  was  cliosen  as  clerk  at  the  Alms-  i 
house  department,  which  yjosition  he  filled  for  seven  years,  | 
during  which  time  it  was  his  province  to  examine  and  audit 
all  bills,  which  amounted  to  some  three  hundred  thousand  ' 
dollars  per  annum  in  value;  and,  on  his  retirement,  his  em- 
ployers unanimously  gave  him  a certificate  in  which  they 
bear  witness  to  iiis  fidelity  to  his  trust,  by  saying  that  his  ac- 
counts were  “ invariablj-  correct  in  every  respect.”  He  next 
built  and  established  a grocery  store  at  Unionville,  which  he 
kept  with  moderate  success  for  a year  or  more.  During  all 
this  while,  he  occupied  his  leisure  moments  in  studying  law 
undei- tlie  general  direction  of  Hou.  Philip  S.  Crooke,  and 
for  which  his  term  of  service  as  Justice  had  given  him  a de-  | 
cided  taste.  Having  been  admitted  to  practice  he  removed  i 
to  Brooklyn,  and  there  opened  an  office.  He  has  been  en-  j 


WILLIAM  H.  STILLWELL. 

gaged  in  various  matters  of  local  enterprise,  notably*  the  pur- 
chase of  the  Manhattan  Beach  property,  and  perfecting  the 
title  thereto.  In  1874,  he  accepted  a position  in  the  Corbin 
Banking  Company’s  office,  No.  Cl  Broadway,  New  York, 
where  he  remained  for  four  years  ; wlien  he  exchanged  it  for 
a better  position  with  William  A.  Engeman,  on  Coney  Is- 
land ; retaining,  however,  liis  Brooklyn  office.  His  chief 
characteristic — unflinching  honesty  and  integrity — has  won 
him  hosts  of  friends,  while  his  intimate  knowledge  of  all 
matters  pertaining  to  real-estate  in  Gravesend,  make  his  ser- 
vices much  souglit  after  by  those  who  are  interested.  He  is 
jileasant  and  social,  yet  domestic  troubles  have  caused  him 
to  prefer  solitude.  His  genealogical  notes  on  the  family 
whose  name  he  beam,  attest  his  aptitude  for  close,  diligent, 
painstaking  attention  to  details  and  office  work.  He  ha.s. 
also,  in  manuscript,  a nearly  completed  ni'^tonj  of  Coney 
Island,  of  great  antiquarian  research  and  historical  merit  ; 
of  which  the  editor  of  this  work  has,  by  his  kind  permission, 
largely  availed  himself,  and  which,  we  trust,  will  be  pub- 
lished, at  no  distant  day. 
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